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Emmanuel Jal Shares Story of War-Torn Childhood
by Allison O’Connor ’10
News Staff
There was standing room only in ’64 
Hall as Providence College students eager­
ly anticipated a lecture given by Emmanuel 
Jal on Wednesday, Oct. 1, at 7:00 p.m.
Taking the stage to share 
his story in the midst of a 
standing ovation,
Emmanuel Jal opened his 
presentation by thanking PC students for 
an amazingly warm welcome.
“I know you have a busy schedule and I 
want to thank the university for opening its 
doors,” said Jal. “I’m hoping I can inspire 
you to make a difference.”
Emmanuel Jal is a current and 
upcoming hip-hop artist whose music 
has recently been heard in performanc­
es during the widely-televised 2005 
Live 8 benefit concerts for poverty and 
in the popular 2006 movie Blood 
Diamond starring Leonardo DiCaprio. 
The messages of peace, hope, and for­
giveness that he expresses in his 
increasingly-popular music arise from 
his childhood experiences.
Jal was bom in the early 1980s (he does 
not know exactly when) during an 
extremely difficult time of turmoil and 
civil war in his country of Sudan, Africa. 
Tensions were high between the Christian 
South Sudan and the Muslim North Sudan, 
and there were threats to spread Islam 
throughout South Sudan. In defense, Jal’s 
father left home to be part of the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army, forcing Jal, his 
mother, and his siblings to flee in search of 
refuge at his grandmother’s house.
“We lost everything that was ours,” 
said Jal.
Life at his grandmother’s provided no 
more stability.
“We were constantly hearing guns, 
houses were burning, people were 
screaming, there was so much confu­
sion,” he described. _
During this chaos plagued by bomb­
ings, instability, and starvation, Jal and 
his family were forced again to flee, 
and Jal ultimately became separated 
from them. It was at this time that “kids 
were collected to go to school in 
Ethiopia where they were promised 
they would learn how to fly planes, 
make cars, be doctors.”
It took over a month of risky nighttime 
travel for the children to reach Ethiopia.
“At Ethiopia we were like a sea of chil-
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MATT LONGOBARDI ’10,The Cowl
Emmanuel Jal, an up-and-coming rap artist, visited Providence College Wednesday, Oct. 1. He spoke to students about his 
childhood in Sudan and his experiences as a child soldier. Jal’s music spreads his message of peace.





by Lauren Ballback ’ll
News Staff
Republicans and Democrats have long 
dominated the political 
landscape of the United 
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pus. The newly-formed PC Libertarian 
Club aims to challenge that system. The 
United States Libertarian Party is the third- 
largest party in the country, with more 
than 200,000 registered members. On 
campus, the PC Libertarians seek to raise a 
conversation about their political ideology 
of Libertarianism.
“The Sparknotes version is fiscally conser­
vative, socially liberal,” said Joe Miller ’10, 
president and founder of the PC Libertarian 
Club. “Across the board we’re for smaller 
government, more personal freedoms, and 
adherence to the Constitution. Basically 
Libertarians feel you should be free to do as 
you wish as long as you don’t violate person 
and propriety.”
Libertarians believe in protection of 
property rights and laissez-faire econom­
ics. They are strong supporters of civil lib­
erties such as freedom of speech, and sup­
port a strict interpretation of the 
Constitution. Like Republicans, they sup­
port small government, but differ on many 
social issues such as abortion.
“The Republican Party in recent years 
has become much more conservative on 
social issues,” said Miller. “Republicans 
have traditionally been the party of free- 
market, non-intervention. But recently 
Republicans have decided that your per­
sonal relationships are their business, that 
your social values are their business. We 




The 59th Student Congress recently 
announced its allocations decisions for 
clubs and organizations on campus. 
Topping the list in amount of allocated 
money, according to the 
document released by the 
Committee on Student 
Finance, were BOP, who 
received $196,000; the Commencement 
fund, which received $71,000; the JRW 
fund, which received $36,000; and BMSA, 
which received $24,000.
“The Finance Committee legislatively 
makes the final allocations decisions,” said 
Billy Byrne ’09, executive treasurer of 
Student Congress. “We draft a piece of leg­
islation showing our decisions and 
Congress votes on it.”
“The funds we receive for allocations 
come from the student participation fee 
which is built into each student’s tuition,” 
said Byrne. “This year the total amount 
given to distribute was $408,000. 
Approximately $13,800 was saved for a 
second semester ‘rainy day’ fund.”
Byrne said that any club is able to apply 
for additional funding in January, but he 
said that it is mostly need-based since only 
a small amount of money remains for this 
purpose. According to Byrne, there are 
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World Habitat Day Sleepout 
Simulates Homelessness
Habitat for Humanity hosted a “sleep­
out” on the Slavin Lawn to highlight 
poverty housing and homelessness in 
America on Sunday, Oct. 5. The night’s 
events began around 8:00 p.m. and were 
kicked off by Abelardo Hernandez, a 
Habitat for Humanity volunteer.
Hernandez, an involved member of the 
community, spoke for some time about his 
experience with Habitat for Humanity. 
Hernandez has lived in a Habitat house for 
five years and voiced his thanks for all that 
the organization has done for him.
He and his family have contributed 
800 hours of community service 
towards their house and other homes 
throughout Providence.
To help raise awareness for the home­
less of Providence, members of Habitat 
for Humanity braved the damp and 
frigid weather. The volunteers slept 
only in boxes donated by Cardi’s 
Furniture in Swansea, Mass.
“While there was not a huge turnout, 
we felt that the Sunday night sleepout 
was overall quite successful,” said Sarah 
Bidinger ’09, president of PC’s Habitat 
for Humanity. “In the past, we’ve 
always hosted sleepouts on Friday or 
Saturday nights, and it’s a pretty good 
time—friends are pouring out of 
McPhail’s and you can sleep the next 
day if you didn’t get any sleep the night 
before. I think we were in closer soli­
darity with the homeless on Sunday 
evening because we all got very little 
sleep, but still had to get up in the 
morning and go to classes and jobs. It 
was a very powerful experience, and I 
highly recommend it to anyone who is 
considering volunteering with Habitat. 
We’ll be hosting at least one more 
sleepout next semester, and are current­
ly registering people to go on spring 
break trips to build homes up and down 
the East Coast.”
The sleepout officially ended at 7:00 
p.m. on Monday, leading into World 
Habitat Day. Members of the club sat at 
a table at Raymond Hall Cafeteria 
Monday morning asking students to sign 
a petition to Governor encouraging him 
to legislate monetary support to home­
less shelters and affordable housing pro­
grams in Rhode Island.
—Conor Ferguson ’10
Project Linus Volunteers Knit Blankets 
for Pediatric Patients
“Idle hands are the devil’s work­
place,” said Elizabeth Troxell ’09, 
Project Linus coordinator.
To save herself and her four friends 
from the devil, she leads them in knit­
ting every Thursday at 4:00 p.m. in 
Jazzman’s Cafe.
The Project Linus Team is a part of the 
Hospital Outreach program in Campus 
Ministry. Participants knit blankets for 
pediatric hospital patients that are then 
brought to Hasbro Children’s Hospital.
According to Troxell, the blankets are 
given to pediatric patients. She said that 
many sick children cannot be held or 
even touched by their parents while in 
the hospital.
“Project Linus’ blankets, made with 
love specifically for children, comfort par­
ents as well as children,” said Troxell.
Project Linus knits a square each 
hour. After enough squares have 
been made for a specific-sized blan­
ket, the group proceeds to knit the 
squares together. Last year Vanessa 
Bowen ’09 gave Project Linus’ knitted 
squares to her grandmother, who had 
surgery last year. While recovering 
she knitted all of the group’s complet­
ed squares into a large quilt. 
However, this year Project Linus will 
be making the blankets without out­
side help.
“[Project Linus has a] good social 
atmosphere for a good cause, and I get to 
learn a new skill in the process,” said 
Jeanine Dowd ’09.
"----------------------------------
Jeanine is ridiculously good at
knitting now—even better than
me.
Elizabeth Troxell ’09
Dowd knew nothing about knitting 
before she joined Project Linus.
“Jeanine is ridiculously good at knitting 
now—even better than me,” said Troxell.
Anyone interested in joining Project 
Linus is provided with yam, needles, and 
instruction through Campus Ministry. 
Attendance each week is not mandatory.
“You don’t need any knowledge for 
knitting,” said Dowd.
—Ted DeNicola 'll
O.L.A.S. Sponsors Dessert Night in 
Slavin Center
The Organization of Latin American 
Students, formerly Amigos Unidos, recent­
ly sponsored its first event of the year: 
Churros con Chocolate! on Wednesday, 
Oct. 1, at 6:30 p.m. in upper Slavin Center. 
Sitting on a table were some dessert items. 
After asking what exactly those strange
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but decadent looking pastries were, the 
description was just enough to lure every­
one within earshot to the line.
“The buttery goodness of churros is a 
tasty Spanish [Latin American] treat,” said 
Jennifer Gaviria ’ll, secretary of O.L.A.S.
The churros attracted some freshmen.
“We ditched the fro yo at Ray for 
this—that’s dedication,” said Laura 
Tresca ’12. “After seeing the flyers in 
Ray, we decided it would be worth both 
the trip and the dollar.”
The churros came with unlimited 
chocolate.
Billy Nawrocki ’12 said he 
“drown[ed] his sorrows in the filling 
churros con chocolate.”
As the crowd coming to see 
Emmanuel Jal began pouring through the 
door, they managed to spare a few min­
utes to enjoy the churros. Among the 
crowd rushing into the churros line was a 
dedicated member of O.L.A.S., Prida 
Rodriguez ’ll.
“They [churros] are amazing and I love 
O.L.A.S.,” she said.
“You cannot turn down a churro ever, 
ever,” said Emily Nangle ’12.
Nangle said that she would support any 
organization that would give her such a 
great deal for a churro.
The Organization of Latin American 
Students is a part of the Providence 
College Board of Multicultural Affairs. 
Gina Alberti ’09, president of O.L.A.S., 
said this is the first of many planned events 
for this year. Sabor Latino will be held on 
Sunday, Oct. 26, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. It will feature Hispanic food by-the- 
plate from a restaurant still yet to be deter­
mined. Alberti encouraged anyone inter­
ested in O.L.A.S., or anyone who wants to 
explore some of the Hispanic culture 
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1:00 p.m. Women’s 
Field Hockey vs. 
Rutgers, The Turf Field, 
Providence, R.I.
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Future Friar Executives’ 
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Club Movie Screening: 
Head For The Hills, 
Slavin Center,
McPhail’s
There have been a couple of larcenies in the ALUM­
NI CAFE over the past two weeks.
In both cases students have put articles of value on 
the table and left for food. As they returned, some­
one unknown to the student took their valuables.
TIP:
When getting in line for food at anywhere, take valuable with you 
or leave a friend at your table so your items are SECURE. Don't 
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Featured Teacher: Armatas Joins Chem Department
by Sara Beth Labanara ’ll
News Staff
The Department of Chemistry and the 
Providence College community welcomed 
one of the newest faculty members, 
Adjunct Professor Gabriel Armatas, at the 
 beginning of the fall 
NEW semester. A native New 
FACULTY Yorker, Armatus grew up 
 in Skaneateles, N.Y., and 
attended St. Lawrence University where he 
graduated with an undergraduate 
American Chemical Society (ACS) 
accredited degree in chemistry.
“After St. Lawrence, I went to 
Syracuse University for my doctorate in 
inorganic chemistry with a focus on 
polyoxometalates [metals with many 
oxygens], which I’ll actually be defend­
ing in three weeks,” said Armatas.
Armatas was a good student in high 
school who excelled in all subject areas. 
He was especially strong in chemistry, a 
subject he developed an interest for early 
on in high school.
“My high school chemistry teacher did 
an excellent job and I just really excelled 
in the class and thoroughly enjoyed the 
subject,” said Armatas.
Although his interest in chemistry was 
always apparent, his desire to become a 
teacher did not arise until his later years at 
St. Lawrence.
“I’m not really sure what made me 
want to become a teacher,” said 
Armatas. “I was in college and basically 
started taking a bunch of sciences and I 
enjoyed that, and somewhere in my jun­
ior or senior year I actually enjoyed the 
academic side of chemistry.”
While in graduate school, his inkling for 
teaching solidified as he spent some time 
as a teaching assistant.
“Once I got to graduate school I found out 
that I really loved the T.A. part, and I really 
wanted to start teaching so I was definitely on 
the right track,” said Armatas.
Pursuing his newly found love of 
teaching, Armatas looked into different 
universities at which to teach, including 
PC, which strongly stood out due to the 
Department of Chemistry and a family 
tradition at the College.
“I really loved the Chemistry Department 
here at PC and when 1 came here to visit they 
were all great,” said Armatas. “And actually, 
my sister was a senior here last year. I had 
excellent first impressions of PC.”
MATT LONGOBARDI 'l0/.The Cowl
New Chemistry Professor, Gabriel Armatas, joined the Providence College 
Department of Chemistry. Armatas likes the feel of a small liberal arts campus 
but thinks that his professional ambitions will eventually take him elsewhere.
After his time spent at Syracuse, Armatas 
applied for and received a teaching position at 
PC in 2007, but unforeseen circumstances 
changed his plans.
“Two days before I was supposed to start at 
PC, I ended up in the emergency room with 
what was later described as a desmoid tumor 
in my abdomen,” said Armatas.
He said he went through a year of 
about three or four surgical procedures 
and five sessions of chemotherapy as he 
fought the tumor to become healthy. 
Around last May, Armatas interviewed 
for a position at Wells College but while 
he was at PC to see his sister graduate, 
he received an e-mail from the 
Department of Chemistry asking him if 
he was interested in coming back.
“So that’s how I ended up back here,” 
said Armatas. “I came in, met everyone, 
gave a mock lecture presentation, and that 
was about it.”
Armatas will complete this year as an 
adjunct faculty member in the Department 
of Chemistry.
“I’m basically fulfilling a short-term 
commitment to help with the teaching 
load; it gives me experience and it gives 
them someone to teach their classes,” 
said Armatas.
This fall semester, Armatas is teaching 
Chemistry 105, which is a contemporary 
chemistry course for non-chemistry 
majors. He is also instructing an organic 
chemistry lab this semester.
“[In these classes] my teaching style 
is mostly lecture based,” said Armatas. 
“I think it’s the best way to teach a sci­
ence. I use lots of examples and focus 
on the lecture.”
While Armatas’ main focus is on his 
adjunct teaching position at PC this year, 
he looks forward to other teaching endeav­
ors in the future.
“My plans for the future are to find 
another teaching position, maybe some­
thing a little bit more long term, or a post­
doc. position, which would be a research 
position,” said Armatas.
He has thoroughly enjoyed his time at 
PC so far and in comparison to his strug­
gles last year, teaching has been enjoyable 
and easy.
“Teaching is kind of easy after a year of 
fighting for your life,” said Armatas.
Being a part of the PC faculty has helped 
Armatas realize the benefits of a liberal arts 
education and he hopes to work in institutions 
that share the same values as Providence.
“At a liberal arts school you can 
become more connected with the stu­
dents, and they’re a little bit more 
focused as well [compared to a large 
university],” said Armatas.
His roots of studying at a liberal arts 
institution as well as his family tradition at 
PC has encouraged Armatas to value to the 
benefits of a liberal arts education which 
he intends to follow in his future pursuits.
“I’ve really enjoyed everything so far 
and it’s done nothing but make me want to 
pursue a career in a smaller liberal arts col­
lege because it’s where I came from, it’s 
what I know, and I look forward to teach­
ing in a school like this,” said Armatas.
Libertarian: Recognized as Official Club After Delays Last Year
continued from front page
own social values. Libertarians believe 
what goes on in your bedroom and as far 
as entertainment censorship. That you 
are best qualified to make those deci­
sions [for yourself].”
Like most political parties, there are dif­
ferences in opinions amongst Libertarians. 
One controversial issue is abortion.
“The Libertarian Party is pro-choice 
but emphasizes that the federal govern­
ment should not provide funding for 
abortions and should not be involved at 
all. Abortion is one of the most divisive 
issues among Libertarians; [Sen.] Ron 
Paul [of Texas], who is perhaps the most 
widely recognized libertarian today, is 
pro-life,” said Miller.
Another issue, which is often scruti­
nized by critics of the party, is some 
Libertarians’ stance that schooling should 
not be mandatory. This is not a universal 
opinion among Libertarians, who differ in 
how far this concept should be extended. 
Libertarians are opposed to massive 
bureaucracy and, according to Miller, 
think that education legislation should be 
decided on a local level.
Around 15 students attended the first 
meeting of the PC Libertarian Club on 
Wednesday, Oct. 1. The club is not affil­
iated with the national party, which 
Miller said is important because it cre­
ates a more inclusive approach. This 
openness attracts diversity in view­
points, like that of Molly Lynch ’09, 
vice president of PC Libertarians.
“In all honesty I do not completely 
adhere to the Libertarian ideology,” she 
said. “Overall I am socially liberal and 
economically conservative, but I differ 
in many ways from fundamental 
Libertarians. For example, like a 
Libertarian, I believe the government 
should permit gay marriage, but I 
believe certain video games should be 
banned, which differs from the libertari­
an ideology.”
"-----------------------
Since a young age I’ve always 
thought the government med­




Despite these differences, she supports a 
smaller federal government, but still 
believes it does have an important role to 
play in citizens’ rights.
“Since a young age, I’ve always thought 
that the government meddled too much in 
the lives of its citizens,” said Austin 
Rotondo ’ll, treasurer of PC Libertarian 
Club. “As a registered Republican, I feel 
that Libertarian ideals represent very well 
the traditional Republican stance on gov­
ernment. As a business-minded individ­
ual, I’ve always been keenly aware of the 
negative impact government has had on 
businesses. Government intervention in 
the market has caused all the market fail­
ures throughout history.”
Miller began the process of making a 
club last October, in hopes of being active 
during the primary process. He saw a void 
on campus where these ideas were not 
being represented.
“We submitted all the required paper-
"-----------------------
When it came to a debate in
Congress people asked me 
questions to clarify their per­




work in October and it did not come up to 
a vote until mid-April. So you can take 
from that what you will,” said Miller. 
“Obviously the lines of communication 
were muddled at various stages of the 
process. Actually, that confusion was one 
of the primary reasons I ran for Congress 
in the spring.”
Miller said that it was a running joke 
that the amount of red tape and bureau­
cracy they experienced to become a club 
was enough to make anyone a 
Libertarian. Delays took place through­
out the entire process, but the College, 
Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P., and the 
committee were not delaying because of 
the group’s political nature.
“When it came to a debate in Congress, 
people asked me questions to clarify their 
perceptions of the group, which I appreci­
ated,” said Miller. “But when it came to a 
final vote it was obvious that some people 
did not have a clear understanding of what 
the group stood for.”
As a member of that committee on 
Congress, Miller said that the group is 
“revamping” the way clubs become recog­
nized on campus.
The club, like all newly-created clubs 
on campus, will receive no funding for the 
first three semesters. According to 
Rotondo, the club plans to fundraise and 
also has recently become affiliated with 
the Leadership Institute, which is a politi­
cal group that does a lot of work on college 
campuses around the country.
Their first event of the year was on Oct. 
8, in Moore Hall III. They sponsored a 
showing of America: Freedom to Fascism 
and facilitated a discussion after. This doc­
umentary by the late activist Aaron Russo 
is about the tax system, federal resources 
and civil liberties in the United States.
PC Libertarian Club meets every 
Wednesday and welcomes anyone who 
“believes that the government should restrict 
itself in the limits imposed by the Constitution.” 
visit www.thecowl.com
for up-to the minute 
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Student Congress: Talks About PC Fund and Going Green
by Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor
Student Congress veered the focus of its 
weekly meeting this week from talk of the 
alcohol policy to the new freshman orientation 
schedule, the PC Fund, and solar trash cans.
Congress opened its ses-
STUDENT sion on Tuesday, Oct. 7, 
CONGRESS with a guest speaker- 
Mark Verzino ’07, develop­
ment associate for the PC Fund, and a former 
Student Congress member.
“Really the crux of my job is supporting 
the PC Fund,” said Verzino.
He explained that the PC Fund is an annu­
al fund. An annual fund is the foundation for 
all of the College’s fundraising. The PC Fund 
solicits “young alumni” or alumni who grad­
uated within the past 10 years. “Young alum­
ni” are asked to give small gifts to the College 
ranging between $1 and $100. Current stu­
dents and seniors also contribute to the PC 
Fund. These monetary donations are not like 
endowments, which are investments and can­
not be spent readily. Money donated through 
the PC Fund is put to use right away.
Some projects which have been complet­
ed on campus as a result of the PC Fund 
include renovations in Harkins Hall, Alumni 
Lane, and the renovations to Hickey Hall.
Four classrooms have been renovated in 
the basement of Harkins Hall as well as a 
“state-of-the-art” meeting room. An 
Admission Reception Center designated 
for greeting prospective students has also 
been added to Harkins. The renovations 
and cutting-edge science equipment in 
Hickey Hall were also made possible 
through donations to the fund.
“Tuition just pays the bills . . . any­
thing from the PC Fund goes to you right 
now,” said Verzino.
Alumni Lane is also a PC Fund project. It 
started with the Class of 2006. Certain bricks 
have the names of alumni inscribed on them 
who purchased them prior to their gradua­
tion. The project is now being opened to the 
classes of 2007, 2008, and 2009. Each class 
will have its own section. When alumni from 
those three classes make donations to the PC 
Fund their names will be added to the lane as 
a token of appreciation.
Last year the PC Fund raised $3,010,545 
from 11,690 donors. Also 2,567 parents 
donated $443,831. Senior giving, which 
includes parents and friends of PC seniors, 
raised $25,453. Student giving, which is 
generated from non-seniors, raised $180 
from five donors.
“It [the $180] came from five people which 
is very alarming to be frank,” said Verzino.
The PC Fund is looking to raise $3.2 
million from 12,300 donors. Thirty-one 
percent of that money will be dedicated to 
student financial aid. Fifty percent will be 
“contributed to instruction, research, and 
academic support.” Nineteen percent will 
be designated to student programming and 
student services. One and a half percent of 
the money coming from PC Fund will 
cover PC’s annual operating budget. 
“Young alumni” will also be eligible to 
become part of the St. Dominic Society, 
which hosts events for donors, including 
networking events, each year.
Verzino said that he is fearful that 
donations will decrease in 2009 due to 
the troubled economy.
“My hope is to remind people what PC 
is all about,” said Verzino.
He also reminded Congress that the more 
money that is generated by the PC Fund the 
greater the chance that tuition will be cut.
“As our alumni give back more, your 
tuition could level off,” said Verzino.
Other goals for 2009 include helping PC 
go green. Currently, the fund provides 
financial assistance for: the green cleaning 
products program, the high efficiency 
lighting program, and the recycling pro­
gram. It also supports the program which 
collects kitchen grease from Raymond 
Cafeteria to make bio-fuel.
Verzino ended his program with encour­
aging words to Congress which stressed 
the importance of giving back to PC.
“I think that a lot of PC students don’t 
recognize that there’s a whole pool of peo­
ple out there helping you,” said Verzino.
Following Verzino, Francine Chi ’10 
presented a rough plan to help PC go green 
following an extensive recycling program.
“I want our school to promote recycling 
on campus,” said Chi. “I just want our 
school to promote its environmental image.”
Chi said that she wants to establish a 
testpilot recycling plan. The test-pilot 
program would include placing solar 
powered trash bins around campus. The 
trash bins are made by BigBelly Solar. 
When the trash in the cans reaches a cer­
tain level the cans, using solar power, 
would compact the trash. Each trash 
receptacle would cost approximately 
$4,000. Chi suggested that the College 
purchase four trash cans for the pilot 
program. If it is successful then she sug­
gests that the College replace all exist­
ing trash cans with the solar-powered 
trash compactors. These trash com­
pactors look like normal trash bins and 
are the same size as normal trash bins. A 
BigBelly trash bin can hold five times 
more garbage than a regular trash can. 
The bins can hold 32 gallons of com­
pacted garbage. They also have closed 
covers which will keep out animals and 
rainwater. The trash cans can also be 
customized. They are sold as single 
trash cans, side-by-side trash can and 
recycling bins.
Benefits of BigBelly trash cans 
include less-frequent trash pick-ups, 
which results in fewer carbon emissions 
being released, and less pollution from 
overflowing trash cans.
Such trash cans are currently being used 
by PC’s major competitors Boston 
College, Loyola College, Villanova 
University, and many other institutions. 
Chi shared an e-mail that Syracuse 
University sent out to its student body on 
Sept. 29. According to Chi, the e-mail said 
that a study revealed that the trash cans 
would pay for themselves in one year.
Chi asked Congress if it would be inter­
ested in contributing any funding to the 
test-pilot program. She also said that she is 
open to asking Environmental Club and 
other clubs and organizations to help with 
the cost. She is currently working with the 
Student Life Committee and a class com­
mittee from Student Congress.
Will Bromsteadt ’09, executive secre­
tary of Student Congress, suggested that 
Chi seek financial help from the 
Department of Biology.
Billy Byrne ’09, executive treasurer of 
Student Congress, also suggested that the 
College purchase less than four bins with 
which to conduct the test pilot program.
Jaimie Scambio ’10, who is currently on 
the Orientation Committee, addressed 
Congress after Chi about freshman orien­
tation. She asked Congress members if 
they had any ideas for orientation activities 
which would keep freshmen on campus.
“I think there’s going to have to be big 
events at night on campus, and in that 
respect they’re going to have to cost a lot 
more,” said Tim O’Mara ’ll.
Justin Ferrante ’10 suggested that the 
Orientation Committee reach out to BOP 
for help with developing and planning new 
events for orientation.
Elian Seidel ’10 suggested that PC 
should try an activity similar to an event 
Boston College hosts for freshmen. BC 
sponsors a boat ride at night during orien­
tation for its freshmen. A similar event 
would keep freshmen together.
Scambio said that the Newport Trip and 
the freshman ice cream social will not 
change despite the new orientation schedule.
Other ideas members pitched included 
community walks, which could be con­
ducted by Urban Action leaders. They 
would show the freshmen around the area 
so they were aware of generally safe and 
unsafe areas. Another idea was to create a 
RIPTA guide with directions detailing how 
to get to places like Thayer Street, using the 
RIPTA. Another idea was to include a com­
munity service component in orientation.
Christine Halkett ’09 said that she was 
unsure of how feasible a community serv­
ice component for orientation would be. 
She also said that some students are simply 
not interested in community service.
Scambio also said that some things have 
not finalized as of yet. For example, what 
the course of action will be if students can­
not come to orientation the week before 
classes start, and where parents will stay.
Scambio said that more orientation lead­
ers will be needed, approximately 80. Each 
leader will still be interviewed for the posi­
tion. Compensation for leaders is still 
uncertain. There has been talk of some sort 
of paycheck, stipend, or course credit.
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Freshman to Take Positions on
by Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor
The freshman class officially has repre­
sentation in Student Congress. After one 
week of campaigning and two days of vot­
ing, the freshman class chose its candi­
dates who will be representing them in 
Congress. Ballots on ANGEL opened on 
Oct. 7 and closed Oct. 8.
President
Taylor O’Brien ’12 was elected fresh­
man class president. O’Brien was one of 
seven candidates running for the position.
“My whole thing was character,” said 
O’Brien. “A true leader has true character.”
O’Brien’s campaign strategy was to direct­
ly engage his fellow classmates. He went 
around from door-to-door talking to students.
“I love talking,” said O’Brien.
In high school O’Brien was involved with 
student government throughout his four year 
career and served as president his senior year. 
He was also involved in many community 
service projects and' fundraising events 
including “Jail Break.” “Jail Break” was a 
fundraising event in which his high school 
teachers were “arrested” and had to raise bail. 
In order to raise bail they had to walk around 
and get money from students. He also ran a 
5k race for Safe Children and participated in 
backyard baseball.
O’Brien plans to continue his legacy of 
participating in community service proj­
ects at Providence College.
“I really want to get involved in the after­
school program,” said O’Brien. “My Campus 
Ministry leader said, ‘don’t stop now.’”
O’Brien has many plans for the fresh­
man class. A possible event he would like 
to organize is a class camping or skiing 
trip. He said that his main goal is to just get 
the freshman class involved.
“I love forming bonds, and I love meet­
ing people,” said O’Brien. “If I could have 
one mission, that would be my mission.”
Vice President
Kristin Pena was elected vice president 
of the freshman class. Her campaign strat­
egy was to get as much exposure as possi­
ble. She too went door-to-door talking to 
people about what they wanted from 
Student Congress.
“I met so many people,” said Pena. “It 
was awesome.”
Pena is most concerned about what 
members of the freshman class are think­
ing and what is most important to them. 
She expects communication between 
Congress and the fre_shman class to 
improve this year and encourages fresh­
man students to attend Congress meetings 
and events. Pena also intends to use 
Facebook to keep freshmen and Congress 
connected. A major focus of her term will 
be more community awareness.
This will be Pena’s first experience 
with any type of student government. 
Her main activities were lacrosse, field 
hockey, and swimming.
“In high school I always played sports, but 
I always liked the idea of Student Congress 
and this was my chance,” said Pena.
Secretary
Katrina Harrington was elected secre­
tary, rewarding her campaign work. She 
made her own posters with the slogan “If 
you give me your votes I’ll write your 
notes” She also went door-to-door talking 
to freshmen students.
In high school Harrington served on stu­
dent government. She was representative of 
her freshman and sophomore class. Her jun­
ior year she was secretary on the executive 
board, and last year she was the senior repre­
sentative on her town’s school committee.
While campaigning she didn’t get too 
much feedback from her fellow students about 
what they wanted from Student Congress.
“No one really had any strong opin­
ions,” said Harrington.
Harrington does not have any specific 
goals or plans for Student Congress as of yet. 
She will be examining policies and getting 
student feedback on them, and improving 
communication between Congress and stu­
dents. She will then relay any issues or com­
ments student have regarding policies back to 
Student Congress.
Taylor O’Brien, President Kristin Pena, Vice President Katrina Harrington, Secretary
Catherine Restrepo, Treasurer Skye Hawkins, Representative Katie Tripp, Representative
Annie Melia, Representative Jill Kiernan, Representative Mike Maggio, Representative
“I think a lot of freshmen are really 
intimidated to bring up issues to Student 
Congress,” said Harrington. “I’m looking 
to make them more comfortable.”
PC is three times larger than 
Harrington’s high school, but she enjoyed 
meeting many new people during her cam­
paign.
“When I was running I thought, ‘Even if 
I don’t get elected it was great to meet peo­
ple,”’ said Harrington.
Treasurer
Catherine Restrepo was elected treasur­
er of the freshman class. She used all of 
her resources to reach out to her class 
including Facebook, flyers, posters, and 
word-of-mouth.
Restrepo was not able to be involved in 
her high school student government for the 
entirety of her high school career because 
she moved, but she was able to get 
involved and hold a position during her 
junior and senior years.
Restrepo does not have any immediate 
plans or goals for Student Congress, she 
wants to learn more about it first.
“I just want to see how everything is set­
tled . . . once I know, then I’ll get a lot of 
ideas,” said Restrepo.
She met many new people while cam­
paigning for treasurer, and is anticipating 
this year on Congress to be “the best.”
“I’m looking forward to it [working on 
Congress],” said Restrepo.
Representatives
Skye Hawkins was elected as a fresh­
man class representative.
“I just wanted to be on Congress 
because I felt I would do a good job repre­
senting the freshman class,” said Hawkins.
She considers her communication skills 
to be very good. She got the attention of 
her class by making brightly-colored flyers 
that read: “The Skye’s the limit!” Hawkins 
also went to every freshman dorm to talk 
with students.
This year will be her first year involved 
with in any type of student government.
“I actually was not on student govern­
ment in my high school,” said Hawkins.
She also said that, unlike Student 
Congress, the student government in her 
high school did not have much influence 
on the student body. However, she was a 
student ambassador, from which she 
learned how to be a leader.
Hawkins plans to continue to be a leader 
at PC and reach out to her fellow students. 
She has not gotten any feedback from 
freshmen about what they want changed or 
improved. Over the course of the year she 
will be looking to have dialogue between 
Congress and the student body. Currently, 
she has been talking about what issues or 
suggestions could arise from freshmen. 
She will be open and available to listening 
to her classmates all year.
Katie Tripp was also elected as a fresh­
man class representative. She made hun­
dreds of flyers and went door-to-door to 
distribute them. She also took full advan­
tage of “Meet the Candidates Night,” host­
ed by Student Congress.
“I met as many people as possible,” 
said Tripp.
Tripp went to a private Catholic high 
school and served on its student council for 
four years. She was a student council repre­
sentative from her freshman year to her junior 
year. As a senior she was the student council 
body president. Her experience on student 
council in high school taught her how to take 
action and prepared her for Student Congress. 
In high school her student council made 
changes to the dress code.
The administration of her high school 
also made policy changes when she was 
on student council. According to Tripp, 
during that time her high school’s stu­
dent council had to act as a liaison 
between the administration and students 
to resolve any confusion.
In high school Tripp was also 
involved with lots of events and activi­
ties sponsored by student council. She 
helped fundraise, organize the Special 
Olympics, and helped with a drunk driv­
ing awareness event for teens.
She plans to be visible and accessible to 
students this year. She also wants to focus 
especially on events for freshmen.
“I’ve fallen in love with this school already 
and I want my classmates to too,” said Tripp. 
“This is my home away from home.”
Annie Melia is also one of the five 
total candidates to be elected as a fresh­
man representative. Melia was helped 
by one of her friends, who made a 
Facebook group advocating Melia as a 
freshman class representative. Melia 
also made flyers herself providing stu­
dents with directions detailing how to 
vote. She went door to door and passed
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them out in all of the freshmen dorms.
“It made me really connect with every­
one and I really like meeting new people,” 
said Melia. “So it was fun for me.”
During her high school career Melia 
was her homeroom student council repre­
sentative for four years. As homeroom rep­
resentative she worked with other mem­
bers of her student council on developing 
ideas and events like freshman orientation.
She would like to see the freshman class 
focus on environmental issues this year, 
but she is also interested in hearing what 
her class members want.
“I would be open to anything the fresh­
men bring up to me,” said Melia.
She also wants to ensure that Congress 
is communicating with students through e- 
mail, Facebook, and direct conversations 
with students.
“I hope that we’re approachable,” said 
Melia. “I think it’s going to be a lot of fun 
[this year], I hope that we get a good head 
start and accomplish a lot through our four 
years here.”
Jill Kiernan also won a position as a 
freshman class representative. Kiernan 
made a Facebook group, went door to 
door, and talked to many other freshmen 
this past week. She has kept in contact 
with most of the people she has met 
through her campaign efforts and still says 
“hi” to them whenever she sees them.
“I let them know that I would listen to 
them,” said Kiernan.
Kiernan is supportive of events for the 
freshman class and is willing to work with 
BOP to put on events.
“Whatever ideas are thrown out there 
I would be willing to help out with,” 
said Kiernan.
Mike Maggio is the fifth freshman rep­
resentative elected to Student Congress. 
Maggio enlisted the help of friends to get 
exposure. He also went door to door and 
told people about himself and his experi­
ence with student government.
Maggio served on his high school stu­
dent council for four years. During his sen­
ior year he was elected vice president of 
student council.
He plans to keep in touch with freshmen 
through Facebook and conversations with 
students. He also wants to organize commu­
nity service activities for the freshman class 
and get more support for events on campus.
“A personal goal is just to be as active as 
I can to represent my class,” said Maggio.
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Father Austriaco Speaks About Cancer
by Kylie Lacey ’ll
News Staff
Rev. Nicanor Austriaco, O.P., Ph.D, pro­
fessor in the Department of Biology, visit­
ed Suites Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 30, at 
7:00 p.m. to discuss cancer, and to talk 
about his experiences 
working over two summers 
at the Memorial Sloan- 
Kettering Cancer Center in
LECTURE
New York.
Bretton Roussel ’09, the Resident 
Assistant on the seventh floor of the
Suites, organized the event. He explained 
that the theme of Providence College this 
year is service, and each RA must organize 
a year-long commitment with their resi­
dents to fund-raise and educate for a spe­
cific cause.
“The cause our floor decided on is can­
cer,” Roussel said. “I’m hoping that people 
will come to this event, and that it will be 
a great kick start to raising awareness for 
our cause this year.”
The floor has already come up with 
other ideas for events for the rest of the 
year. Among other things, the seventh 
floor residents plan to mail Christmas 
cards to pediatric oncology wards at local 
hospitals, hoping to cheer up children sad­
dened by having to spend Christmas in the 
hospital due to their disease. Yearlong, the 
floor hopes to raise money, particularly as 
a floor-wide Relay for Life team. Relay for 
Life is an event sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society in which groups of people 
form teams and walk or run for a continu­
ous 24 hours, all in efforts to raise both 
money and awareness for the cancer cause.
Austriaco opened his lecture by stating 
he was going to discuss both the scientific 
side of cancer and the emotional side. He 
began with the scientific, sharing some sta­
tistics from the American Cancer Society.
“The probability that one will get cancer 
is one in three,” he said. “Look around 
you. That means approximately 15 of us in 
the room will get cancer.”
Primarily, the work Austriaco did at 
Sloan-Kettering was in the tertiary unit.
“Most of the time, I was helping people 
to die,” he said. “The tertiary unit is where 
people who have gone through every other 
option end up.”
Continuing, he shared that one out of 
every four male cancer patients will die, 
and that one out of five female victims will 
also pass away. Austriaco shared that there 
ought to be hope that these statistics will 
become more favorable.
“We are hoping that rates will change,” 
he said. “We hope it’ll get better. With the 
work done on decoding the human genome 
project, positive steps are being taken 
towards working for a cure.”
In layman’s terms, Austriaco explained 
how the cancer disease develops. It is a 
disease of the genes that involves the 
uncontrolled growth of cells. These “bad” 
cells secrete substances to shut the body 
down and take up the needs that typically 
keep healthy cells alive.
One’s likelihood of getting cancer can 
be increased in two ways, Austriaco 
shared. Either a person can inherit a genet­
ic defect from his or her parents, which is 
indicated by a high familial occurrence of 
cancer, or one can expose himself or her­
self frequently to environmental toxins 
that will mutate cells.
“Smoking can cause cancer,” 
Austriaco said. “Cigarettes have nico­
tine, which is a carcinogen.”
Other carcinogens include overexposure 
to sun, which leads skin cells to “commit 
suicide” rather than risk the chance that 
one could become cancerous. Alcohol is 
another carcinogen.
“I know this is PC and we talk about 
alcohol a lot,” he said. “But alcohol abuse 
leads to an increase of the chance of get­
ting liver cancer.”
Austriaco then explained the methods for 
treating cancer. The best chance for survival, 
he said, is to catch the tumor early. Options for 
treatment are surgery to remove the tumor, 
chemotherapy to inject chemicals into the 
body to kill rapidly dividing cells, and radia­
tion, which induces cancerous cells to die.
Modern developments include the 
possibility of developing a pill that will
keep a cancerous tumor small by depriv­
ing it of oxygen.
“There’s a chance we can develop can­
cer into a chronic disease, like diabetes,” 
he said. “People can take a pill daily, and 
live normally—with cancer.”
Austriaco shifted his talk from scientific 
aspects of cancer to sharing stories about 
his work at Sloan-Kettering.
“Cancer forces people to think about life 
and death,” he said. “The person with can­
cer is primarily dealing with fear. They 
don’t know what’s going to happen.”
According to Austriaco, there are two 
questions people typically ask themselves 
as they lie on their deathbed.
“As a priest, they ask me if their life was 
worth it,” he said. “I always gave the same 
answer—because of your life, did some­
one know love? People usually say, oh 
yeah, yeah. Then I answer that their life 
was worth it.”
The other question people typically ask 
themselves is where they are going. 
Austriaco said that that is where they 
called in the priest.
“For reasons I don’t understand, people 
will unexpectedly hold on to life to recon­
cile tensions or say good-bye or other rea­
sons,” he said.
Money: Clubs Awarded Budgets
continued from front page
campus that are eligible for funding, with 
BOP, BMSA, Commencement, Club 
Sports, and JRW receiving the highest 
amount of allocated funds.
Byrne said that a very important criteri­
on for the amount of money a particular 
club receives is the amount of money the 
club co-sponsors and fundraises, or at least 
the ability of the club to do so. He said that 
new clubs form every year and become eli­
gible for funding within three semesters.
“A usual trend shows that most clubs, 
with a few exceptions, ask for more money 
than they received the year before,” Byrne 
said. “While clubs increase in number, the 
amount of available allocated funds does 
not increase proportionally.”
“Not to mention increasing prices in 
today’s economy for everything from 
transportation to entertainment artists,” 
Byrne continued, “there simply is not 
enough money available to completely 
fund all events for clubs.”
Byrne said that co-sponsoring events is 
one way to help clubs monetarily, as 
costs are split, as well as in terms of 
“man-power” and publicity.
“The more people involved in planning an 
event, the bigger the event has the potential of 
becoming,” Byrne said. “Also by encourag­
ing clubs to work together, clubs form solid 
relationships and in turn become stronger.”
Byrne said the Student Congress 
received $4,500 for the 2008-09 year, but 
that this is not nearly enough to cover the 
majority of the organization’s expenses.
“Most, if not all, of our spending goes 
back to the student body,” he said. “However, 
as a bigger club, we need to hold ourselves to 
the same fundraising and co-sponsoring, stan­
dards as any other club, if not more so.
Byrne said that as the policy currently 
stands, a club must officially be recog­
nized by Student Congress for three 
semesters in order to apply for and subse­
quently receive funds.
“Each exec, board must create a budg­
et proposal and present it to the Finance 
Committee,” Byrne said. “The budget is 
usually in the form of an Excel spread­
sheet featuring a breakdown of all 
events the club plans to hold throughout 
the entire school year.”
Byrne said that each event is then bro­
ken down into a list of particular 
expenses for the event, and from these 
budget proposals, the Finance 
Committee decides how much each club 
should receive. According to Byrne, 
after the decision is made and the legis­
lation is created, it is presented to 
Congress. Congress then deliberates for 
a week and then takes a vote. Club rep­
resentatives may attend the Congress 
meetings to appeal the decision, and 
after the legislation is voted on, the 
clubs are allowed to begin using their 
allocated funds.
He shared a story of a woman whose 
dying wish was to see her daughter marry. 
Unable to leave her bed, she had to miss 
the wedding. However, she was able to 
hold on long enough for her daughter, her 
new husband, and the reverend to come to 
the hospital and perform the ceremony 
again. The woman passed on moments 
after the ceremony finished.
“In moments like that, you can see the 
beauty of life as a priest,” Austriaco said.
Another story he told was of being 
paged at 4:00 a.m. to a hospital bed. 
Surrounded by his sons and daughter and 
wife of 54 years, an older man was still 
holding on to life. The wife expressed con­
cern to Austriaco about why her husband 
would not let go and die.
“The wife’s biggest concern was her 
husband not hanging on. She wanted him 
to go in peace,” he said. “I realized then 
what the issue was—she had not given him 
permission to leave. He was worried about 
her life without him.”
All the children, then the wife, whis­
pered in their loved one’s ear about what 
they needed to say. He went in peace 
soon after.
“Cancer shows us courage and incredi­
ble love,” Austriaco said.
Byrne said that the Finance Committee 
is comprised of Sean Jones ’09, chair of 
clubs and organizations; Andy MacMannis 
Class of 2009 treasurer; Michael Coffee, 
Class of 2010 treasurer; and Kelli 
O’Donohue, Class of 2011 treasurer.
“Our goal is to provide each club with 
an appropriate amount of allocations to 
help them successfully put on their pro­
posed events for the year,” said Byrne. 
“One of the main things we looked at, 
besides fundraising and co-sponsorships, 
were new ideas. As clubs and organiza­
tions are responsible for submitting 
monthly reports to Student Congress 
regarding the events they plan, I feel we 
have a pretty good feel for how successful 
events have been in the past.”
Byrne said that clubs are looked favorably 
upon if they improve and expand successful 
events, or if they drop or change unsuccess­
ful ones. He added that weekend program­
ming was also a major factor in determining 
allocations this year, especially with the new 
policies and restrictions on campus, as he 
said that students need new opportunities and 
alternatives for socializing with their peers.
Byrne said that generic interview ques­
tions include whether or not fundraising 
will take place, how many events are open 
to the school, and how many active mem­
bers are in the club.
“We took each proposal and asked our­
selves ‘how much of this should the stu­
dent body be responsible to pay for’ and 
‘how much should be fundraised,’” he 
said. “No club had every expense covered 
through allocations, but I firmly believe 
that they each received enough to cover 
what is necessary.”
“In terms of club functions, student 
leaders will have to expand on what has 
been merely acceptable in the past and 
work together, keeping mind the best 
interests of the entire student body,” 
said Byrne.
A J Massetti ’09 said that the Phi Chi 
Chemistry Club received $1,000 last year 
in the allocations process, but that this year 
they only received $215 after requesting 
$600. Still, he said he was satisfied with 
the decision.
“Our club didn’t do too much last 
year, so I think we got what we 
deserved,” he said.
Sarah Bidinger ’09, president of Habitat 
for Humanity, said that her organization 
receives funds through Campus Ministry, 
not directly through Student Congress.
“I personally am not satisfied with the 
funding that we’ve received because 
$1,500 isn’t even enough to send a group 
of ten people on one alternative spring 
break trip,” she said.
Kate Wood ’09 said that BOP 
received a satisfactory amount of money 
for their events.
“This year BOP received a total of 
$196,000,” she said.
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Students Get Questions Answered About Off-Campus Living at Forum
CAMPUS
NEWS
by Rick Kurker ’09
News Staff
An off-campus forum took place in 
McPhail’s on Wednesday, Oct. 8, 2008, 
to address issues pertaining to off-cam­
pus living.
A panel of five addressed the issues 
raised during the forum: Matt Hodge ’09, 
representing Student 
Congress for off-campus 
residence; Maj. John 
Leyden, director of the
Office of Safety and Security; Steven 
Sears, Ph.D., dean of the Office of 
Residence Life; Richy Kless, director of 
the Office of Off-Campus living; and 
Lieutenant Mike Correia of the Providence 
police force.
“We want to make sure we leave no 
questions unanswered,” said Hodge, who 
Kless said was responsible for putting the 
forum together.
An issue raised several times was that of 
conflicts with students from Johnson & 
Wales University (JWU) and whether any 
administrative pressure has been placed on 
the university to take responsibility for 
their students. Correia said that JWU 
armed security comes when necessary, and 
that PC puts extra pressure on the JWU 
administration to tighten security. He 
added that JWU is starting to keep track of 
where people live, just as Providence 
College does.
“[PC] sets the bar pretty high for them in 
making them compelled to what’s going 
on,” Correia said.
Kless said that logging addresses allows 
the school to protect its students who live 
off campus. According to Kless, this situa­
tion gives him and the school the ability to 
defend PC students when necessary, as the 
proper evidence of living situations is in 
the possession of the College.
“I’m proud of PC student cooperation 
with the police,” he said.
Correia said that situations involving 
JWU students are reported to the adminis­
trations at both PC and JWU.
Leyden added that the head of JWU 
security is a colleague of his, and that both 
administrations become involved in situa­
tions involving both schools.
Correia said that the neighborhood is 
more tense than usual this year than it usu­
ally is at the start of school years. He 
called the stabbing near Golden Crust “the 
most serious case of violence we’ve had in 
recent years,” noting that detectives are 
continuing to put effort into the case.
“We’re not out to get people,” Correia 
said. “My point is, be responsible.”
“Any complaint that comes to the 
College from neighbors. . . [is] channeled 
to my office,” Kless said. “It is for this rea­
son that PC started the Office of Off- 
Campus Living 25 years ago.”
Several students voiced the opinion that 
the freshman orientation program should 
inform students of the dangers of off-cam- 
pus living, and Sears agreed this was a 
good suggestion.
Other students wondered about the 
legality of the school’s ability to punish 
students for events that may have occurred 
off campus, as it seemed to be an issue of 
double jeopardy in that students might be 
punished twice for the same crime.
“All students living off campus need to
Congress: Takes on Orientation 
and Course Scheduling Changes
continued from page 5
Scambio also stressed that the new 
orientation was not an idea produced 
by students.
“This change did come from a cabi­
net level and now we’re just in here to 
pick up the pieces,” said Scambio.
The last order of business for 
Congress was the course schedule. 
Megan Bennett ’10 informed 
Congress members that the faculty 
senate had passed the proposed 
change in the course schedule.
“Pretty much whether we vote on it 
or not they’re going full steam ahead 
with this,” said Bennett.
Student Congress previously voted 
to change the course schedule. The 
faculty senate voted to change the 
course schedule as well. It was prede-
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Matt Hodge ’09, Major John Leyden, director of the Office of Safety and Security, Steven Sears, Ph.D., dean of Residence 
Life, Richy Kless, director of Off-Campus Living, and Lieutenant Mike Correia of the Providence Police force hosted a 
forum to answer students questions and quiet their concerns about living off campus.
realize that you’re representing the 
College,” Correia said. “You need to be 
responsible to other neighborhoods.”
Correia indicated that parties, such as 
graduation parties, are acceptable as long 
as they are kept under control, such that 
there are no underage students, the noise 
level is kept down, and there are not cups 
all over the place.
“I can’t give the green light to underage 
drinking, but I will not prevent parties 
when they are legally allowed,” he said.
Another student asked why PC gets 
involved in off-campus affairs if houses 
are owned by landlords, not by the school.
Kless responded by indicating that col­
leges and universities are allowed to uphold 
their own codes of conduct independent of 
local, state, and federal ordinances.
“The rules of the College run parallel to 
the laws like the left and right train tracks,” 
Kless said.
Kless said that if students break the law, 
even if they are abroad through the College, 
termined that if they voted to change 
the course schedule it would be 
changed to Option 3. Option 3 will 
give more students to choose classes, 
will have less overlap between class­
es, and will include a common meet­
ing time. Student Congress is not con­
vinced that it is in favor of Option 3, 
but it is sure that it is in favor of a 
change to the course schedule. 
Congress will be voting on the imple­
mentation of Option 3 next Tuesday.
For up-to the minute 
Student Congress 
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they are violating PC’s standard code of con­
duct and can be pulled back.
“It’s not a right,” he said. “It’s a privilege.”
“When it’s brought to the College’s atten­
tion, we have a code of conduct and we’ll act 
as the situation warrants,” he said.
“------------------------------------------
I don’t think anyone should be 
afraid to call the cops. Noone 
should be hesitant if anything 
suspicious is going on.
Matt Hodge ’09 
------------------------------------------
He also noted that students cannot bring 
a lawyer into a student conduct hearing for 
this very same reason—because it is a 
College affair, not a legal proceeding. He 
added that when he was at PC, students 
were written up in the local newspapers for 
“wrecking the neighborhood,” and that 
consequently he understands that PC stu­
dents are representing the school and 
should behave accordingly.
“Nobody at this panel is out to get any­
body,” he said.
Students suggested that law enforce­
ment is focusing on relatively petty issues 
compared with such situations as violence 
occurring in the PC area.
“Lieutenant Correia’s main goal is to 
deal with violent crimes,” Leyden said, 
noting that anyone with information 
about last week’s stabbing should report 
it to security. “Safety is the most impor­
tant thing.”
Leyden emphasized the importance of 
safety at PC, noting an incident that took 
place over the weekend in which a random 
intruder, armed with a knife, wandered 
into a house party and began to cause trou­
ble. The police were eventually notified, 
and the situation was dealt with, and 
Leyden said that it turned out that the 
intruder was wanted on several warrants.
“House parties can draw in unwanted 
guests,” Leyden noted.
“I don’t think anyone should be afraid 
to call the cops,” Hodge said. “No one 
should be hesitant if anything suspicious 
is going on.”
“A college brings a unique set of cir­
cumstances to it,” said Correia.
“Underage drinking in this state and even 
nationwide has become a huge issue,” he said.
Correia said that victims of crimes in 
the area are generally impaired by alco­
hol, although several students indicated 
that it is still possible to be victimized 
without being intoxicated. He added that 
a lot of the violent crimes tend to take 
place late at night.
Students who inquired about whether 
or not juniors will be allowed to move 
off-campus were told by Sears that the 
number of seniors living off campus 
determines the number of juniors who 
can move off campus.
“There could be a number of juniors 
who normally want to live off campus 
who may be told they have to stay on cam­
pus, if rooms still need to be filled.”
Sears said that a lottery decides which 
juniors will have to stay on campus if 
the situation arises, and that it is not 
based on judicial records or financial 
issues. Sears also said that if financial 
issues are a problem, as it may be cheap­
er to live off campus than on campus, 
then students should make this clear in 
their housing contract. He said that the 
housing selection process occurs early 
in the year the week of Nov. 19 this year 
so that students will know well in 
advance what their housing situation 
will be.
The panel also addressed on-campus 
parking, indicating that students who move 
off campus have given up the right to park 
on campus during the day, but that after 
normal business hours off-campus resi­
dents are allowed to park on campus.
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Friars Club Celebrates Eightieth Anniversary
by Conor Ferguson ’10
News Staff
This past Thursday, Providence College’s 
Friars Club invited past and present members to 
the 80th anniversary celebration of the club. A 
reception was held in the Hospitality Room on 
the second floor of the 
CAMPUS    Concannon Fitness Center.
NEWS Guests began arriving at 
the gathering at around 
11:00 a.m. and many stayed until 3:00 p.m. 
Black and white balloons were stationed at 
the campus’ entrance to welcome the former 
Friars and direct them to the event. A group 
of current Friars was also on hand in front of 
Concannon to assist those headed to the 
reunion.
The fair-sized room on the second floor 
contained a handful of tables decked out in 
black and white tablecloth in addition to other 
Providence paraphernalia. Old Providence 
yearbooks and a “Then and Now” book about 
the campus were on display to help visitors 
reminisce about the College.
Former Friar members mingled with old 
friends and also had the opportunity to meet 
with the current students. The meeting of the 
different generations was symbolically mir­
rored by photographs of three separate Friars 
Club classes standing side by side.
In addition to enjoying each other’s 
company, new and old Friars were encour­
aged to purchase Friar t-shirts or black and 
white carnations in memory of the occa­
sion. A small table of food was also avail­
able for all those attending.
As the reunion was underway in the 
Hospitality Room, current Friars Club 
members offered to give tours to their 
graduate counterparts in order to show 
how the campus has changed.
The Friars Club was very pleased with 
the turnout of the event.
"-----------------------
We had white sweaters and no 
coats. We had a big medallion 
on the sweater which had but­
tons all the way down. But 




“I think the total amount of people that 
will be attending is upwards of 500,” said 
Kelly O’Donahue.
Jal: Rapper’s Music Relays Message of Peace
continued from front page
dren,” said Jal.
Nearly starving, the children received 
packages of ready-made food labeled with 
the letters U.S.A. and containing a flag.
“At the time I didn’t know what it meant, 
but I was grateful for it,” Jal recounted.
In Ethiopia, the children were taken to 
school and learned how to read and write 
for a short time. Soon, SPLA soldiers per­
suaded the young children to fight for the 
rebel army during the civil war. At the 
young age of seven, Emmanuel Jal was 
forced into training for war. The training 
was extremely grueling, and left many 
children dead.
“I wanted to give up, but I wanted to 
fend for my family,” said Jal, who was 
subsequently armed with an AK-47 and 
forced to endure unimaginable circum­
stances of hardship and horror.
He and the other children trekked 
through minefields before arriving in a 
desert where they were faced with heat, 
starvation, and extreme dehydration. 
Miraculously, Jal’s faith, passed onto him 
by his mother, helped him to survive.
“I said the Lord’s Prayer, and after five 
minutes, a cloud came and it started rain­
ing,” said Jal. “I said it was my God that 
brought the rain.”
If the trials in the desert weren’t 
enough, hardships were even worse 
when the group of children fighters next 
arrived at a swampland. Jal’s faith ulti­
COURTESY OF LAUREN MICHE
Firars Club hosted a its 80th reunion this past weekend. Alumni gathered in the Hospitality Room in Concannon Fitness 
Center. Former Friars were given the opportunity to take tours of the campus. Dinner was served in downtown Providence.
After the conclusion of the lunch, atten­
dees were invited to a special Mass at the 
Chapel. The Friars Club is proud of its 
Dominican ties and the Mass was an 
important part of Saturday’s events.
“After Mass everyone is invited to a for­
mal gala at the Weston,” said O’Donahue.
The itinerary was sponsored by the 
Office of Institutional Advancement.
Perhaps the day’s most distinguished 
guest was former Friar Bill Conway ’53.
“There were 17 members in our class as 
I remember,” said Conway. “Five of us 
have passed away but I still hope to see 12 
of us today.”
Conway, who hails from Catyville, 
N.Y., has been to two Friars Club reunions 
thus far. He fondly remembers his days at 
Providence College.
mately saved him from betraying his 
friend and resorting to cannibalism due 
to extreme starvation.
“I knew it was wrong ... I said if by 
around 10:00 or 11:00 a.m. that if God 
doesn’t answer my prayer I’m going to eat 
my friend,” described Jal.
Just as he was about to give in to tempta­
tion, a bird suddenly came out of nowhere.
“My friend shot it and I ate everything of 
it- even the nails and feet,” he remembered.
Jal endured five years of his child­
hood in such horrifying conditions as 
these during his service for the SPLA 
before he was eventually rescued and 
smuggled into Kenya by British aid 
worker Emma McCune.
Adjusting to civilized life proved challenging.
“Kenya was a completely new country 
to me,” said Jal. “I got dizzy looking up at 
the tall buildings.”
Most importantly by bringing him to 
Kenya, McCune provided Jal with the 
opportunity to obtain an education. 
Despite the challenges of immense culture 
shock Jal was quickly able to take advan­
tage of his educational opportunities and 
jokingly told stories of how he didn’t let 
things, such as a crush on a girl, distract 
him from his learning.
Jal was devastated when Emma 
McCune was later killed in a car accident. 
Turning to her as a continual source of 
inspiration, Jal engaged himself in the 
musical world to share his story through 
motivational hip-hop lyrics and to empha­
“I was elected into the club in my junior 
year,” said Conway. “I was also an adver­
tiser for The Cowl at that time.”
Conway also reminisced about the evo­
lution of the Friars Club uniform.
“We had white sweaters and no coats,” 
said Conway. “We had a big medallion on 
the sweater which had buttons all the way 
down. But unfortunately all the sweaters 
ultimately turned yellow.”
In addition to the changes in Friars 
Club, Conway was also surprised by the 
many changes the campus has under­
gone since his time at PC. On a piece of 
paper, the alumnus drew out a rough 
sketch depicting the school as it was in 
the early 1950s.
At the time, the moderator for the group 
was Rev. Schneider, O.P.—the man for 
whom Schneider Arena is named.
size a message of peace with the hopes of 
promoting change for his people. He 
released his first album, entitled Gua, 
meaning peace in his native language, in 
2005, and his most recent album, War 
Child, was released in May 2008.
"------ ----------------
My biggest goal is to create a 
school in my town. I believe edu­
cation is the only way forward.
Emmanuel Jal
----------------------- "
He has also created a documentary 
entitled War Child that chronicles his 
life’s struggles and the current plight of 
Sudan through his own words and 
music. The documentary recently won 
the Tribeca Film Festival Cadillac 
Audience Award. Jal also founded the 
nonprofit organization Gua Africa.
“My biggest goal is to create a school in 
my town,” said Jal. “I believe education is 
the only way forward.”
This is the very reason why Jal gives 
lectures at colleges and universities around 
the world. He believes in “the power of 
universities and schools to campaign.”
Other past members voiced happiness ths 
the fundamentals of the club had not changer
“It’s about the people and the friends,” sat 
Michelle Broucy ’92. “It’s a unique situation 
to meet people from other classes. It’s gres 
for connections and there’s always someone 
you can call. It’s the connections you mak 
here that you carry after graduation.”
Past Friars Club members, like Broucy 
expressed that though they had gone year 
without seeing some of the people, catch 
ing up was easy.
“I think it’s great that you can get 40 
people to come back,” said Broucy.
Broucy’s friend, Beth Sterling Zorr 
articulated a sentiment that seemed to b 
echoed by all those attending.
“The campus looks different but thes 
people stay the same.”
In preparation for this Oct. 1 lecture 
War Child was shown on Tuesday, Sepi 
30, at 8:00 p.m. in Moore Hall I.
“The turnout for the documentary wa 
great,” said Jack Wallace ’10, Board o 
Programmers Lecture Committee. “We ha 
around 70-75 people there. It was great ti 
see. His documentary is incredible.”
Wallace found out about Jal afte 
contacting Jal’s agent through th 
Greater Talent Network. Planning fo 
Jal’s speech at PC had been ongoin; 
since June 1, 2008.
The event was sponsored by ai 
abundance of groups on campus 
including the Board of Programmers 
Board of Multicultural Studen 
Affairs, Balfour Center fo 
Multicultural Affairs, the Feinsteii 
Institute, Campus Ministry, thi 
Department of Global Studies, th< 
Department of Theatre, Dance, an< 
Film, African American Club, and thi 
Office of Residence Life. A receptioi 
followed the documentary held b; 
Amnesty International.
“In total the co-sponsors raise< 
$13,000 to bring Emmanuel to cam 
pus,” said Wallace.
“I just want to thank everyone in vol vet 
in bringing Emmanuel to PC,” sai< 
Tinacho Chitongo ’10. “This is potentialb 
the most meaningful event I have attendee 
in three years at PC.”
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CAMPUS MINISTRY CORNER
PC Men! First-Ever Retreat for Men!
Conferences, Mass, Prayer, Recreation! 
Now Accepting Reservations!
Limited Space! First Come, First Serve!
Men of Christ:
Throwing Off the Works of Darkness 
and Putting On the Armor of Light 
Departure'. Friday, October 24th, 5pm 
Return'. Saturday, October 25th, 9pm 
Conference Titles Include'. The Other 80%, Manning Up, 
Staring Down the Foe, Brotherhood 
Questions'. Contact Fr. Augustine, 
ajuddop@providence.edu, xl499
Twilight Retreat: Be My Escape
Come join us for the first Twilight Retreat 
of the semester! The Twilight Retreat will 
be a night filled with games, talks, small group 
discussions, and other activities that will help 
you escape from the stress of the beginning of 
the semester! Come meet some new people and 
enjoy the company of friends. Everyone is 
welcome and free snacks will be provided!
Date: Saturday October 18th 
Time: 8:00pm- 12am 
Location: Campus Ministry Center 
Questions: Contact Kathleen at 
kdurkinl@providence.edu
Weekday Masses 
Monday - Friday 
11:35 a.m., 4:30 p.m., 9:00 p.m. 
(Note: No 9:00 p.m. Mass on Fridays)
Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 4:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
You are also invited to attend the
11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass in the 




Advertise in The Cowl today 
for 
FREE!
You are entitled to a 1/8 
page ad each week!
Take Advantage today!
E-mail the ad staff at 
cowlads@providence. edu 





GET DOWN  IN FRIARTOWN 
(CLUB EDITION) 
Attention all classes!!!
Get ready to put your hands up for PC as 
the Providence College community will 
be united in their school colors and spir­
it to celebrate the kick off of the basket­
ball season with a PC Dance (Club 
Edition).
What better way to end the madness 
week than by getting down in Friartown 
in your best black and white club attire?
Get your tickets in the BOP office now so 
you can dance the night away, capture 
memories in the photo booth and indulge 
in delicious desserts! This is sure to be a 
night to remember!
Date: Saturday, October 18th 
Time: 9pm - lam (doors close at 10:30) 
Location: Peterson Fieldhouse
Tickets: $8/person ahead of time 
($io/person at the door)
Winter Break Career Shadowing Day Program
why participate?
To find out what you really 
do in a career of interest 
to you
The annual Winter Break Career Shadowing 
application process is about to begin! Don't miss 
your chance to spend ONE DAY with an alumnus in a 
career field of interest to you during winter break!
To get answers to 
questions you have about _ 
a career from an alumnus
To apply, you MUST attend an information session:
Monday, October 20
10:30 AM | 12:30 | Slavin 117
To find out how you can 
prepare NOW for a career 
when you graduate
Tuesday, October 21
10:00 AM | 12:00 PM | 3:00 PM | Slavin 117
4:30 PM [ Slavin 111
Application Deadline 
November Sth
The Office of Career Services
Slavin 111 | 401.865.1530 | www.providence.edu/career
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Somali Pirates Hijack Ukrainian Ship; World Responds
by Jenny Arvanaghi ’10 
World Staff
Africa: Somalia
The evening of Thursday, Sept. 18, aUkrainian ship headed for Kenya was hijacked off the coast of Somalia by a 
band of pirates. The Ukrainian vessel, The 
Faina, was carrying 33 T-72 tanks, rifles, 
grenade launchers, and heavy weapons for 
the Kenyan military.
Somali officials reported that the ship 
was anchored 200 miles off the coast 
between Xarardheere and Hobyo, two 
famous pirate dens where other ships have 
been previously hijacked.
Disagreements between the Somalian 
pirates and the ship escalated into a 
shootout and three pirates were said to be 
killed, according to a U.S. defense offi­
cial. Most of the crew is of Ukrainian or 
Latvian descent. The captain announced, 
that one of the Russian members was 
reported to have died from hypertension.
Somali officials claim that the only way 
to solve this capture of the arms-carrying 
cargo ship is by storming it.
The Faina is now surrounded by inter­
national warships and the pirates have 
threatened an attack. The U.S. destroyer 
USS Howard and several other American 
ships have surrounded the cargo ship 
which is now anchored off the coast of 
Somalia, after Somali officials sought aid. 
The pirates are demanding a $20 million 
ransom for the vessel.
The American destroyer Howard is 
closely following the hijacked ship from 
less than five miles away and communi­
Should the the U.S. and other members of the 
United Nations engage the Somalian pirates in 
negotiations or consider attacking the vessel?
‘If we figure out what 
their motives are and 
what the root of what 
they actually want and 
provide it. If they really 
are trying to feed 
themselves and survive 
we should provide assis­
tance. I don’t think we 
should attack them, 
because they're just 
going to want to fight 
back. We shouldn't 
fight fire with fire." 
cating with it via bridge-to-bridge radio, 
but has no plans to raid it.
“We’re deeply concerned about 
what’s aboard, as well as the safety of 
the crew,” said Lt. Nathan Christensen, a 
spokesman for the Navy’s Fifth Fleet 
based in Bahrain. “We’re hoping the 
arms don’t make it to shore.”
The U.S. Navy officials from the Fifth 
Fleet have said that they allowed the pirates 
to supply the ship with food and water, but 
not to unload any of the military cargo.
"---------------------------------------
We are simply 
patrolling our 
seas. Think 
of us like a 
coast guard.
Spokesperson for 
the Somali pirates in a 
telephone interview with 
The New York Times.
---------------------------------------------------------------------"
In Washington, Geoff Morrell, the 
Pentagon press secretary stated, “Our con­
cern is right now making sure that there’s 
a peaceful resolution to this, that this cargo 
does not end up in the hands of anyone
Compiled By Brett Corrigan ’09
“International 
powers as a whole 
should engage in 
negotiation. If 
that doesn’t work, 
they should resort 
to an attack to 
restore order."
Der Spiegel
The pirates’ seizure of the Faina and attempt to hold its crew members hostage 
has attracted international attention. Warships from the United States, Russia, 
and the European Union have all deployed to the region.
who would use it in a way that would be 
destabilizing to the region.”
He told reporters at the Pentagon that 
the U.S. government was not involved in 
any negotiations with the pirates.
Piracy has been a major problem in the 
region, bringing in tens of millions of dol­
lars a year. Piracy began 10 to 15 years 
ago in Somalia as a result of illegal fish­
ing. This year alone there have been 24 
reported pirate attacks in Somalia.
On Thursday, Oct. 2, the European 
Union agreed to establish an anti-piracy 
security operation off the coast of Somalia 
will begin in November. Right now, 
Somali officials want the Western navies 
to storm the ship and arrest the pirates, yet 
Western diplomats believe that such a 
commando operation would be difficult 
because the ship is full of explosives and 
the pirates could use the 20 crew members 
as hostages.
On Tuesday, Sept. 30, the pirates had 
an interview through satellite phone from 
the bridge of the Faina discussing how 
they believed they were being misunder­
stood. A spokesperson for the pirates, 
Then join the WORLD STAFF!
Come down to The Cowl office in 
Slavin G05 and pick up an 
application TODAY!!!!!
Sugule Ali, tried to make their message 
clear, “We don’t consider ourselves sea 
bandits. We consider sea bandits those 
who illegally fish in our seas and dump 
waste in our seas and carry weapons in 
our seas. We are simply patrolling our 
seas. Think of us like a coast guard.”
The pirates are not afraid of the interna­
tional frigates coming to meet them.
“They can’t catch us like goats,” a 
spokesman for the pirates told The New 
York Times. “We will fight, and everyone 
here will die with us.”
This spokesman for the pirates spoke 
from a satellite phone for the bridge of 
the ship, and then proceeded to hand the 
phone to another man on the ship who 
claimed he was captain.
Sugule Ali claims that he is treating the 
crew members well, but wouldn’t let the 
crew speak on the phone.
“Killing is not in our plans,” he said. 
“We only want money so we can protect 
ourselves from hunger.”
The United Nations and several 
European countries, France in particular, 




Congress Approves Landmark 
Nuclear Deal with India
by Mackenzie Mango ’10
World Staff
South Asia: India !
On Wednesday, Oct. 1st, a strong bi-partisan majority of the U.S.Congress endorsed the U.S-lndia civil­
ian nuclear deal, further solidifying the 
partnership between the two largest 
democracies in the world.
The landmark deal, approved 86-13, 
marks an end to a three-decade ban on 
nuclear trade with India, and is likely to 
be followed by significant purchases of 
conventional weapons from defense 
contractors in the U.S.
It was previously given approval by 
the U.N.’s “nuclear watchdog,” the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, 
and now needs only to be signed into law 
by President George Bush.
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
has said the deal will help India to liberate 
itself from “the constraints of technology 
denial of 34 years,” according to the BBC.
Supporters of the deal argue that the it 
will remove the “bottleneck” in India’s 
economic development by providing a 
major contribution to the country’s energy 
supply. According to the Confederation of 
Indian Industry, the deal could open up 
around $27 billion in investment in about 
20 nuclear plants in India over the next 15 
years. There is global competition for that 
business, and through increased access to 
materials and nuclear technology, the 
nuclear-power industry will undoubtedly 
be able to expand.
“This legislation will strengthen our 
global nuclear non-proliferation efforts, 
protect the environment, create jobs, and 
assist India in meeting its growing ener­
gy needs in a responsible manner,” 
President Bush said in a statement.
Presently, nuclear power accounts for a 
mere 2.5 percent of the energy supply, and 
it is targeted to rise to 25 percent by 2050. 
Additionally, supporters advocate that 
through the deal, the energy supply can be 
expanded without interference to internation­
al non-proliferation efforts, opening a market 
worth billions of dollars.
The trade between the Nuclear Suppliers 
group and India will be limited to civilian 
use technologies. India has agreed to subject 
its nuclear facilities to monitoring by inter­
national inspectors as well, and in the event 
of nuclear weapons tests, all civilian nuclear 
supplies would be stopped abruptly.
Dissenters say that a suspension of sup­
plies would be mandated by U.S law, yet 
negotiators on behalf of India maintain 
that they have not surrendered their right 
to test weapons. Also, India has not signed 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and 
The Economist notes that this could 
muddy the waters by seemingly rewarding 
“nuclear misbehavior.”
Critics of the deal, including head of the 
Arms Control Association Daryl Kimball, 
believe that it is a non-proliferation disas­
ter, noting that it will cause a detrimental 
shift in power in South Asia, which will not 
appease Pakistan or China.
According to Mark Fitzpatrick, nuclear 
expert at the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies in London, “it will create 
a fear in Pakistan that India will outpace it. 
At the moment, they both have about 60 to 
70 nuclear weapons, and are capable of 
making five to 10 more each year.”
The deal seemingly contradicts decades 
of U.S. policy not to sell nuclear technolo­
gy to nations which lack safeguards against 
diverting the technology into nuclear 
weapons programs. Ultimately, while India 
recognizes this deal as a major economic 
and political success, its goal is still to 
maintain balanced relations with both the 
U.S. and China, as it emerges as a new 
strategic American partner. This marks a 
significant shift in U.S foreign policy 
towards a relationship previously tainted 
with mutual distrust.
The U.S. Secretary of State, Condoleez­
za Rice, journeyed to India to mark the pas­
sage of the agreement. It is expected that 
President Bush will sign the agreement into 
law on Wednesday, Oct. 8.
“This system was 
designed for plain 
vanilla loans, and we 
were trying to push 
chocolate sundaes 
through the gears.”
-MARC GOTT, former director of government-backed 
mortgage giant Fannie Mae's loan servicing department.
Friar Finance
By Michael Lepri '10 World Staff
Last week, the Dow Jones Industrial average suffered its worst loss in more than six years. Even after the new bailout 
bill was passed last Friday, Oct. 3, the 
Dow still dropped 157 points for the day.
The original bill, a three-page proposal 
from the President’s desk, was rejected by 
the Senate on Monday, Sept. 29. Since 
then, a new bill was in the works.
Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) prom­
ised in an interview with Chris Wallace 
on the Fox News Network that, “We [the 
Senate] will not Christmas-tree this bill; 
the times are too urgent. Everyone has 
their own desires and needs. It’s going to 
have to wait.”
The new bill was passed Friday, Oct. 3, 
and has been transformed into a 442-page 
“novel” with many new proposals unrelat­
ed the current financial crisis.
For example, some additions include 
tax breaks for manufacturers of children’s 
wooden arrows worth $6 million and tax 
credits for new qualified plug-in electric­
drive motor vehicles.
Such pandering to interest groups is not 
uncommon in Washington. Frequently the 
only way to get bills to pass is to put a lit­
tle something in them for everybody. For 
instance, in order to win the support of 
Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska), who voted 
against the original version, they inserted 
a $223 million package of tax benefits.
Another feature of the bill will tem­
porarily increase the size of bank accounts 
insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp (FDIC) from $100,000 to $250,000. 
This effort was brought forth to limit the 
number of bank failures which stem from 
large withdrawals by depositors. Banks 
use depositors’ money to finance their 
operations and cover the usual amount of 
withdrawals. Most would find this 
increase trivial but it should help small 
business owners who have larger amounts 
in commercial banks from panicking.
The central feature of the bill still 
involves buying up the troubled assets of 
private companies, now called the Troubled 
Assets Relief Program (TARP). The TARP 
will give the Treasury the ability to buy up 
$700 billion worth of these assets.
"----------------------------
We [the Senate] 
will not
Christmas-tree 
this bill; the 
times are too 
urgent. Everyone 
has their own 
desires and 
needs. It’s going 
to have to wait.
Sen. Chuck Schumer (D- 
N.Y.), on reviewing and 
revising the White House’s 
financial rescue plan. 
_______ __________ 5 5
Secretary Paulson commented that 
“This troubled asset relief program must 
be properly designed and sufficiently large 
to have maximum impact, while including 
features that protect the taxpayer to the 
maximum extent possible. I am convinced 
that this bold approach will cost American 
families far less than the alternative — a 
continuing series of financial institution 
failures and frozen credit markets unable 
to fund economic expansion.”
Even though Paulson believes this will 
jumpstart the financial markets, one has to 
wonder what the long term effects will be.
The Treasury plans to use a reverse auc­
tion to buy up the assets through TARP. 
This will involve companies competing to 
sell unwanted assets to the Fed. There are, 
however, a few problems with a reverse 
auction by the Fed. This could bring about 
an asymmetric information problem 
because the banks that own the assets will 
know a lot more about the securities they 
are selling than the Fed will. Not to men­
tion, these mortgage-related assets are 
very complex and there are thousands of 
different types of them. It is almost certain 
that the Fed will overpay for some assets 
and suffer huge losses.
Additional legislation that is included in 
the bill authorizes the Treasury to guar­
antee” home mortgages to reduce the 
number of foreclosures. If a homeowner 
stops paying their mortgage the Treasury 
is going to step in and pick up the bill. 
This seems unfair to the taxpayer that was 
certain he could afford his home because 
they are now paying for those who cannot.
The final notable aspect of the bill 
includes a CEO’s compensation section. 
The Treasury will not allow companies 
that have more than $300 million in assets 
bought by the TARP give their CEOs com­
pensation above $500,000. This was insti­
tuted in order to prevent CEOs from prof­
iting off of this bailout, but in reality, the 
money given to CEOs is insignificant in 
comparison to the $700 billion scope of 
the plan.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D- 
Calif.) portrayed the legislation as “only 
the beginning” of the legislative
"----------------------------
I am convinced 












response to the faltering economy. The 
only question left to answer is how much 
more the government will involve them­
selves in this financial crisis. We have 
already seen that the bill did not even 
boost the markets on the day it was 
passed. On Monday, Oct. 6, the Dow 
dropped another 350 points due to the 
realization that the new bailout plan 
“won’t work quickly to unfreeze the 
credit markets,” according to Yahoo 
News. If we continue to see an economic 
struggle perhaps the government is doing 
more harm than good with its conceived 
interference with the free market.
Soundbite of the Week
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The Election 2008 Updater
Your source for the latest news from the Democratic and Republican parties.
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The Vice-Presidential Debate
The vice-presidential nominees squared 
off for the first and only time this year in 
a debate last week at Washington 
University in St. Louis, Mo.
The debate, moderated by PBS’ 
Gwen Ifill, was designed to showcase 
both the domestic and foreign policy 
plans of the campaigns.
According to published reports, more 
than 70 million people tuned in, making 
the Biden-Palin faceoff the second high­
est-watched debate ever. It was second 
only to Jimmy Carter and Ronald 
Reagan’s encounter in 1980.
Tne Democratic nominee, Sen. Joe 
Biden of Delaware, and the Republican 
nominee, Gov. Sarah Palin of Alaska, 
clashed on issues such as the economy, 
Iraq, and taxes, on Thursday, Oct. 2.
Biden repeatedly slammed Republican 
presidential nominee John McCain of 
Arizona, likening his policies to those of 
President Bush and saying “he has been 
no maverick on the issues that matter to 
people lives,” according to CNN.
Palin pushed her “track record of 
reform” and emphasized that she and 
McCain are a “team of mavericks.”
“We’re known for putting partisan 
politics aside to just get the job done,” 
she said.
Both candidates attempted to stress 
their connection with the common 
American, with Palin portraying herself as 
a “Washington outsider” and Biden high­
lighting his humble roots.
On the war, Biden focused on the need a 
timeline for a pullout of U.S. forces in Iraq, 
whereas Palin said it was necessary to be 
satisfied with nothing less than victory.
Speaking about the current economic 
turmoil, Biden blamed some of the crisis 
on deregulation policies that McCain 
believes in.
“He voted for deregulation and that is 
why we are in the crisis that we are in,” 
Biden said.
Palin, on the other hand, praised 
McCain’s efforts in passing the govern­
ment’s rescue bill, and said voters need 
him in the White House in order to contin­
ue that reform.
Commentators and analysts did not 
declare a clear “winner” of the debate, but 
lauded Biden’s experience and fluency with 
the issues. It was also widely acknowledged 
that Palin, who was heavily criticized in the 
days leading up to the debate for her per­
formance in interviews, exceeded expecta­
tions and made great strides in repairing her 
image and credibility.
As has become tne custom of the week­
ends, Saturday Night Live did a spoof on 
the debate, with Tina Fey impersonating 
Palin, Jason Sudeikis playing the part of 
Biden, and Queen Latifah impersonating 
moderator Ifill.
The skit satirized Biden’s relationship 
with McCain and his Scranton roots, as 
well as Ifill’s perceived bias due to her 
book on black politicians, including Barack 
Obama. It also lampooned the use of the 
term “maverick,” and parodied Palin’s cir­
cumlocution of the debate questions.
The Presidential Debate
The presidential candidates went head 
to head on Tuesday, Oct. 7, at Belmont 
University in Nashville, Tenn.
NBC anchor Tom Brokaw moderated 
the debate, which took the format of a 
town-hall meeting. Members of the public 
could ask the candidates their questions.
The debate was dominated by the finan­
cial crisis and foreign policy.
The Democratic nominee, Sen. Barack 
Obama of Illinois, said more must be 
done to help the middle classes, and that 
McCain’s proposed tax cuts would aid 
the rich.
He said the current economic crisis was 
the “final verdict on the failed economic 
policies of the last eight years,” pursued 
by President Bush and backed by McCain.
McCain, on the other hand, presented 
his plan to help mortgage-holders and said 
Obama wanted to raise taxes.
McCain’s proposed that the govern­
ment buy up $300 billion of bad debt to 
help people stay in their homes, similar to 
a housing rescue package passed by 
Congress in July.
The Republican candidate said: “Is it 
expensive? Yes. But we all know, my 
friends, until we stabilize home values in 
America, we’re never going to start turn­
ing around and creating jobs and fixing 
our economy.”
Regarding foreign policy McCain quot­
ed former president Theodore Roosevelt, 
saying the commander-in-chief should 
“talk softly, but carry a big stick.”
He argued that Obama has been naive 
and foolish in saying he would potentially 
attack Pakistan, and was wrong in his 
opposition to the surge in Iraq.
Obama challenged him, saying, “This is 
a guy who sang ‘bomb, bomb, bomb Iran,’ 
wno called for the annihilation of North 
Korea—that I don’t think is an example of 
speaking softly.”
Obama said that as president, he 
would use all the tools at his disposal in 
dealing with rogue nations, including 
economics sanctions and the possibility 
of military action.
Two polls taken right after the 
debate—one by CBS news and one by 
CNN—judged Obama the winner, but a 
large percentage of those polled called the 
debate a draw.
And in other gossip ...
The debates weren’t the only context in 
which the Republican and Democratic 
camps traded barbs this week.
Republican vice-presidential nominee 
Palin accused Barack Obama on Sunday, 
Oct. 5, of associating with terrorists.
Citing a New York Times article, Palin 
highlighted the Democratic nominee’s 
connections to Bill Ayers, a founder of the 
Weather Underground.
The radical anti-war group was blamed 
for a number of bombings in the U.S. in 
the 1960s.
Ayers, who is now a professor at the 
University of Chicago in Illinois, served 
on a charity board with Obama.
Addressing supporters in Colorado and 
California, Palin said it was time to take 
“the gloves off,” and described Obama as 
someone who saw the U.S. “as being so 
imperfect... he is palling around with ter­
rorists who would target their own coun­
try,” according to the BBC.
Obama, who was a child when Weather 
Underground was active, has denounced 
Ayers’ radical past.
“What’s clear is that John McCain and 
Sarah Palin would rather spend their time tear­
ing down Barack Obama than laying out a plan 
to build up our economy,” Hari Sevugan, a 
Democratic spokesman, told reporters.
That same day, the Republican Party 
claimed Obama’s campaign had not 
done enough to screen out illegal cam­
paign contributions.
The Republican National Committee 
said that according to news reports, Obama 
had illegally accepted contributions from 
foreign nationals. It also said Obama’s cam­
paign had taken more than the $2,300 max­
imum from certain donors who only give in 
small increments at a time.
“It seems to the RNC that the Obama 
campaign knew they were excessive,” 
RNC chief counsel Sean Cairncross said 
in a conference call. “Yet they appear to 
have taken no action on their own.”
Obama’s campaign denied the charges, 
but the RNC said it will ask Federal 
Election Commission officials to closely 
examine his records.
The Obama campaign unleashed a 
zinger of its own on Monday, Oct. 6, 
attacking John McCain’s links to a finan­
cial scandal in the 1980s.
McCain was one of five senators inves­
tigated by a Senate ethics panel over their 
intervention with banking regulators on 
behalf of tycoon Charles Keating, who 
was convicted of securities fraud after the 
savings and loan crisis of the late 1980s 
and early 1990s.
McCain has described the affair as “the 
worst mistake of my life.” The ordeal led 
him to sponsor legislation in the Senate on 
campaign finance reform.
Obama’s campaign set up a Web site where 
viewers can see a 13-minute documentary on 
McCain’s involvement in the scandal.
“The McCain campaign has tried to 
avoid talking about the scandal, but with 
so many parallels to the current crisis, 
McCain’s Keating history is relevant and 
voters deserve to know the facts—and see 
for themselves the pattern of poor judg­
ment by John McCain,” Obama campaign 
manager David Plouffe said in an email to 
supporters.
Obama also called McCain “erratic” on 
the current economic crisis.
“Senator McCain and his operatives are 
gambling that he can distract you with 
smears rather than talk to you about sub­
stance,” he said at a rally in North Carolina.
“They’d rather try to tear our campaign 
down than lift this country up. It’s what 
you do when you’re out of touch, out of 
ideas and running out of time.”
Grandfather, 71, Told He Was Pregnant
Simpson Facing Prison After 
Armed Robbery Conviction
by Brett Corrigan ’09
Asst. World Editor
Earlier this month grandfather and retired 
mechanic and logger John Grady Pippen got 
the surprise of his 71-year-old lifetime.
After a visit to the emergency room at 
Curry General Hospital in Gold Beach 
Oregon, Pippen was sent home with med­
ication for the abdominal pain he was 
experiencing as well as the standard dis­
charge paperwork, according to The 
Associated Press.
Upon a closer look at the paperwork 
once he arrived home, Pippen was given a 
closer look at his instructions for treatment 
and an explanation of his medical condi­
tion courtesy of the hospital.
The Sunny Side
Positive News stories in a Negative World
Study: Computers Can Help Detect Cancer
by Brett Corrigan ’09
Asst. World Editor
According to The Washington Post, a 
new study by British researchers has 
found that computer-aided detection, 
CAD, could increase the reliability of 
breast cancer detection.
The randomized study of 31,000 
women took place at three hospitals in 
England which consistently perform a 
large number of mammogram examina­
tions. The CAD reports suspicious areas 
to the radiologist which may have been 
overlooked in a single reading.
Traditionally in Britain, screenings are 
examined by two radiologists or technicians, 
to ensure accuracy and prevent a missed diag­
nosis. The results found that computer-aided 
detection spotted a comparable number of
The paperwork read, “Based on your 
visit today, we know you are pregnant. But 
the exact cause of your abdominal pain is 
not certain. Some pain or bleeding may 
occur in a normal pregnancy. But this may 
also be a sign of a miscarriage or an ectopic 
pregnancy ... a very serious condition.”
According to hospital administrator 
William McMillan, a mistaken keystroke 
caused the hospital’s computer to print out 
the wrong instructions and diagnosis for 
Pippen's abdominal symptoms.
Thankfully, despite incorrect computer 
processing of the hospital visit, doctors 
provided the correct prescription and treat­
ment for Pippen’s pain, and Pippen’s 
anatomical knowledge prevented him 
from signing up for Lamaze classes.
cases as those which were found by two radi­
ologist readings without the computer.
The study is also being seen as promising 
for doctors within the United States, where 
a single reading by a radiologist is the rou­
tine practice. This is mostly due to an insuf­
ficient number of radiologists in the coun­
try, and the fact that most insurance compa­
nies do not finance an additional X-ray 
reading by a second doctor.
CADs are currently being used in one 
third of U.S. mammograms. There is 
increased optimism that if usage 
increased, there is a “potential to improve 
cancer-detection rates to the level 
achieved by double reading,” according to 
the New England Journal of Medicine.
U.S. health officials recommend 
mammograms at least bi-annually begin­
ning at age 40.
by Kieran Whelan ’09 
World Staff 
j United States
Former NFL star and actor OJ Simpson 
was found guilty of 12 charges of armed 
robbery, including conspiracy to kidnap and 
assault with a deadly weapon, by a court in 
Las Vegas last Friday, Oct. 3rd.
The armed robbery charges carry a 
mandatory jail sentence. The kidnapping 
carries a possible life term.
The verdict, which was read late on 
Friday after about 13 hours of delibera­
tions, came 13 years to the day after 
Simpson was acquitted of the murder 
charges of his former wife, Nicole, and 
her friend Ronald Goldman. Although the 
infamous trial was known as “the trial of 
the century,” the charges in the latest trial 
are even more significant as they may be 
the ones that keep the notorious Mr. 
Simpson and his accomplice Clarence 
Stewart, behind bars for good.
Clark County District Court Judge 
Jackie Glass rejected requests by 
lawyers for Simpson, 61, and his accom­
plice Clarence Stewart, 54, that the two 
men be allowed to remain free until the 
sentencing on Dec. 5.
The charges in the latest trial centered 
on an incident in the Palace Station hotel 
in Las Vegas in Sept. 2007. Simpson was 
alleged to have kidnapped two sports 
memorabilia dealers and held them in a 
hotel. The former NFL running back was 
accused of seizing the pair in an attempt to 
reclaim hundreds of items worth thou­
sands of dollars in their possession that 
were part of his athletic career. These are 
items that he argued still belonged to him.
Simpson said that he was specifically 
searching for personal items, such as cere­
monial footballs and pictures of his family 
that were taken from his home years ago. 
The two memorabilia dealers, Bruce L. 
Fromong and Alfred Bearsley, were led to 
believe that a prospective buyer was coming 
to inspect the goods. Instead, Simpson and 
his group of five other men burst into the 
room, and according to several witnesses, at 
least one member of the group had a gun.
Simpson was reported to have given a 
heavy sigh as the verdict was announced; 
however, he showed little emotion as offi­
cers escorted him out of the courtroom in 
handcuffs. Simpson’s sister, Carmelita 
Durio, broke into sobs as her brother was 
led out of the room, and later fainted.
“He’s extremely upset, extremely emo­
tional,” Yale Galanter, Mr. Simpson’s 
lawyer, told reporters after the verdict.
Prior to the trial, many of the defense 
lawyers had said they were worried about the 
“spillover effect” from Mr. Simpson’s previ­
ous controversial trial in 1995.
“I don’t like to use the word ‘payback,’” 
Galanter said. “I can tell you from the begin­
ning my biggest concern was whether or not 
the jury would be able to separate their very 
strong feelings about Mr. Simpson and 
judge him fainy and honestly.”
The jury of nine women and three men 
were asked to consider weeks of testimo­
ny as well as several hours of audio 
recordings of the planning and execution 
of the event by Thomas Riccio, a memo­
rabilia auctioneer who arranged the con­
frontation. Four of the men who prosecu­
tors said had accompanied Simpson and 
Stewart in the hotel room were among the 
24 prosecution witnesses.
The four reportedly accepted plea 
bargains in exchange for their testimo­
ny, while two of them testified that they 
had carried guns.
Although the three-week-long trial did 
not match the publicity of Simpson’s 1995 
murder trial, prosecutors told jurors during 
opening statements that the armed con­
frontation had grown out of grudges that 
Simpson has nursed since that time, and 
suggested that the jury could “right a 
wrong” by convicting him.
“You will be able to write that final 
chapter, the chapter of arrogance and 
hypocrisy and that will be the true verdict, 
the verdict you can feel good about,” pros­
ecutor Christopher Owens said.
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The Americas
United States: Government Fights Release of 
Guantanamo Bay Prisoners
Government lawyers were frantically trying 
Wednesday, Oct. 8, to stop the release of 17 Chinese 
Muslim detainees from the U.S. military facility at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
A United States district judge ordered on Tuesday, 
Oct. 7, that the detainees be freed and brought to the 
court on Friday, according to Reuters.
Justice Department attorneys, hoping to block the 
order, filed an emergency motion with a federal court 
overnight. In the motion, the government says that 
only the executive branch, not the courts, can decide 
whether to admit an alien into the United States.
The government argued the decision “threatens seri­
ous harm to the interests of the United States and its 
citizens by mandating that the government release in 
the nation’s capital 17 individuals who engaged in 
weapons training at a military training camp.”
The 17 detainees, ethnic Uighurs from a mostly 
Muslim autonomous region in western China, have 
been in U.S. custody since 2001. The U.S. said they 
had engaged in weapons training at an Afghan mili­
tary training camp, and kept them at Guantanao 
while figuring out how to resettle them.
United States: ‘Safer ’ Test Developed 
for Down’s Syndrome
Scientists at Stanford University say they have 
developed a safer blood test that can tell if an unborn 
baby has Down’s syndrome.
A Stanford University test of DNA evidence in 18 
pregnant women’s blood correctly identified nine 
cases of Down’s syndrome, reports PNAS journal.
Babies with Down’s syndrome have an extra copy 
of chromosome 21, causing physical and intellectu­
al impairments.
This will also cause a relative increase of chromo­
some 21 in the mother’s blood, as DNA crosses 
through the placenta from the baby to the mother. The 
test identifies these levels of chromosome 21 in the 
mother’s blood, rather than drawing amniotic fluid 
with a needle, which is the traditional procedure.
These types of Invasive procedures risk miscar­
riage and damage to the foetus.
Dr Stephen Quake and his Stanford team say they 
need to repeat their study in a larger number of 
women, but they are confident that it could be used 
routinely in hospitals a few years from now.
“Non-invasive testing will be much safer than 
current approaches,” said Dr. Quake, according to 
the BBC.
United States: Diplomats Hold Defense 
Talks With Vietnam
On Monday, Oct. 6, the United States and 
Vietnam held their first official Strategic Dialogue 
on Political, Security and Defense Issues.
According to U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for 
Political-Military Affairs Mark Kimmitt, a the two 
nations discussed issues of common interest, 
including international peacekeeping operations, 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, mar­
itime security and the prevention of the prolifera­
tion of weapons of mass destruction.
Since resuming full ties, the U.S. has had several 
naval and military diplomacy visits to Vietnam.
In its attempt to reintegrate itself into internation­
al affairs, Vietnam has had to balance its relations 
with the U.S. with those of China, its large econom­
ic partner. Vietnam is a non-permanent member of 
the U.N. Security Council and has expressed will­
ingness to send peacekeeping troops to conflict 
regions in the future.
Standing Deputy Foreign Minister Pham Binh 
Minh highlighted this commitment, saying: “To be 
efficient, Vietnam would like to cooperate with 
every country to make sure that our participation 
will generate impact,” according to 
DefenseNews.com.
Bolivia: No U.S. Drug Aid Needed, Says Morales
Bolivian President Evo Morales stepped up his 
anti-Washington rhetoric on Saturday, Oct. 5, say­
ing that Bolivia does not need the United States’ 
help to control its coca crop.
‘It’s important that the international community 
knows that here, we don’t need control of the 
United States on coca cultivation,” Morales told a 
gathering of coca farmers, according to CNN. “We 
can control ourselves internally. We don’t need any 
spying from anybody.”
The statement comes just days after Morales 
rejected an American request to fly an anti-drug 
plane over Bolivian territory.
Relations between Washington and La Paz have 
been increasingly strained of late, with both coun­
tries expelling each other’s ambassadors. Morales 
censured the United States at the U.N. General 
Assembly, accusing its government of conspiring to 
thwart his political ambitions. The U.S. in turn has 
placed Bolivia on its anti-narcotics blacklist, citing 
insufficient cooperation with U.S. anti-drug efforts.
Bolivia is the world’s third largest producer of 
coca, the base ingredient in cocaine, after only 
Colombia and Peru.
Middle East
Afghanistan: British Commander Says 
War Strategy ‘Doomed to Fail'
The departing commander of British 
forces in Afghanistan says he believes the 
Taliban cannot be defeated, and the U.S. war 
strategy can never succeed.
Brigadier Mark Carleton-Smith, the com­
mander of the United Kingdom’s military 
forces in Afghanistan, has told The Times 
that a military victory over the Taliban was 
“neither feasible nor supportable.”
“What we need is sufficient troops to con­
tain the insurgency to a level where it is not 
a strategic threat to the longevity of the 
elected Government,” he continued. “The 
Taliban, tactically, is reasonably resilient, 
certainly quite dangerous and seems rela­
tively impervious to losses. Its potency is as 
a force for influence.”
He indicated that the only way forward is 
finding a political solution tnat would include 
the Taliban. Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
has already launched a reconciliation program.
Carleton-Smith’s brigade suffered 32 
killed and 170 injured during its six-month 
tour of duty.
The brigadier’s prognosis follows a leaked 
cable by the Deputy French Ambassador in 
Kabul, Francois Fitou.
In the cable, Fitou told French President 
Nicholas Sarkozy that Sir Sherard Cowper- 
Coles, the British Ambassador, believed the 
security situation is getting worse, so is cor­
ruption and the Government has lost all trust.”
He said Sir Sherard had told him Britain 
had no alternative but to support the US, 
“but we should tell them that we want to be 
part of a winning strategy, not a losing one. 
The American strategy is doomed to fail.”
Asia
Tibet: 30 Killed in Earthquake
Two strong earthquakes hit the capital of 
Tibet and its surrounding areas on Monday, 
Oct 6, according to the Xinhua News Agency.
The U.S. Geological Survey said the first 
earthquake measured a magnitude of 6.6 and 
hit at 4:30pm. The second earthquake measured 
a magnitude of 5.1 and hit 15 minutes later.
At least thirty people died and hundreds of 
houses were ruined beyond repair in the Gedar 
township of Dangxiong County. Many res­
cuers and soldiers were sent to the area to free 
the people trapped under the rubble.
Far western China is prone to earthquakes. 
On Sunday, Xinxiang region; bordering 
Tibet, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan; was hit by 
an earthquake with a magnitude of 6.6. Tibet 
has been hit by several moderate earth­
quakes within the last few weeks. Last week, 
it was hit by magnitude 6 quake near its bor­
der with Nepal.
China: Skype Admits To Storing Chinese 
Users ’ Text Messages
U.S.-owned Web communications compa­
ny Skype has acknowledged filtering and 
recording text messages sent through its 
Chinese service, sparking new worries about 
the global firm’s commitment to privacy.
“This is a big blow to Skype’s credibility, 
despite the fact that Skype executives are 
downplaying it as not such a big deal,’ 
Rebecca MacKinnon, an Internet expert at 
Hong Kong University, told Reuters.
Only messaging conversations where one 
or more people were using the Chinese son- 
ware were affected.
The news was seen by many as another 
example of Western Web giants bending their 
principles in order to do business in China. 
Yahoo, Inc., and Google have also been crit­
icized for this reason.
Europe
European Union: Finance Ministers Try To 
Combat Crisis Together
European governments worked hard through 
the week to stabilize the world’s markets as stock 
markets crashed and financial disarray spread 
across the globe.
France, which holds the rotating leadership of 
the EU, issued statements stating that the 27 mem­
ber nations had pledged to take action “to ensure 
the stability of the financial systems.”
It seems, however, that the nations have dif­
ferent ideas of how to deal with the crisis and 
will be going at it alone. Germany for one, 
which has the largest economy of the 27 mem­
ber EU nations, does not believe that it should 
have to help prop up institutions outside the 
country with its own money. It entirely opposes 
a Europe-wide bailout.
While Germany did promise to guarantee pri­
vate bank savings and CDs, Denmark and Iceland 
guaranteed deposits to shore up their banks. 
Banks were bailed out in Ireland, France, and 
Greece as well.
The financial crises prompted coordinated 
interest-rate cuts worldwide on Wednesday, Oct. 
8. Six central banks—including the Federal 
Reserve and European Central Bank—decreased 
interest rates by half a point an emergency move 
to offsefithe economic damage from the deepen­
ing financial shock.
The rate cut, which also includes action by cen­
tral banks in the U.K., Canada, Sweden and 
Switzerland, came as stock markets around the 
world continued to tumble. The global move came 
alongside separate rate cuts by central banks in 
China, Hong Kong and Australia.
Russia: Russia Accuses Georgia of 
Re-igniting Violence
Despite a cease-fire agreement brokered by 
the European Union over the summer, fighting 
between Russia and Georgia has broken out 
again in the disputed region of South Ossetia, as 
a bomb explosion last week killed seven 
Russian service men.
The Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said, “"The impression is forming that certain 
forces in Tbilisi, who do not want a normal and 
smooth handover ... to EU monitors, are con­
sciously seeking to worsen the situation in the 
region and through a series of terrorist acts,” 
according to Reuters.
Lavrov wrote to the French Foreign Minister 
Bernard Krouchner, explaining his concerns 
about the security situation in the Ossetia 
region. France holds the current rotation of the 
EU presidency.
Russia says that it intends to carry out its part of 
the cease-fire.
Africa
Continent: African Governance Improving
The 2008 Ibrahim Index, a governance survey, 
showed that 31 out 48 Sub-Saharan African 
countries had higher scores than last year, 
according to 24news.com.
These better governance scores are credited 
with the higher influx of foreign investment in 
Africa in the last few years, especially from Asia. 
Higher commodity prices and debt relief also 
played a role.
The criteria for this index includes economic 
stability, corruption, rights, laws, security, elec­
tions, infrastructure, poverty and health.
While Mauritius was the best-run country 
(receiving a score of 85.1 points out of 100), 
Somalia lagged behind as the worst-run country 
with a score of 18.9 points out of 100.
Mo Ibrahim, whose foundation runs the index, said, 
‘I hope these results will be used as a tool by Africa's 
citizens to hold their governments to account.”
South Africa: Archbishop Desmond Tutu Still 
a Voice for Peace at 77
Seventy-seven year-old former Archbishop of 
Cape Town, South Africa, Desmond Tutu, shows 
no signs of ending his life’s work as an activist 
forpeace any time soon.
This year, for his 77th birthday, Archbishop 
Tutu will be in Cyprus with former President 
Jimmy Carter encouraging the re-unification of 
the divided island.
The week before his birthday, Tutu worked on 
launching a campaign to end discrimination 
against the disabled. He also spoke out about the 
political turmoil befalling the ruling political 
party in South Africa.
Tutu was at the forefront of the anti-Apartheid 
movement in South Africa.
When asked whether he would be ending his 
work any time soon, the archbishop replied, “I 
was going to, three years after officially retiring 
[in 1996], to wind down but I am afraid . .. no.”
by Mary Kate Nevin ’09 and 
Victoria Ngare ’12
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What is your favorite thing about 
fall this year?
“Fall sports like football. . .and the changing leaves.”
Victoria Aiello ’ll, Allison White ’ll, Peggy Seabright ’ll
“Just being in college and out of high school!”
Aaron Mendez ’12, Lessette Delgado ’12
“JRW. . .find us dates!”
Meredith Kirsh ’09, Mike Grilli ’09, Meliss De Los Santos ’09, 
Ben Robbins ’09
“Frolicking through the leaves and driving my car through the 
crisp autumn air.”
Chris Terentiuk ’09
“The beautiful fall foliage!”
Conor Brown ’ll, Mike Lynch ’10, Ryan Totolo ’10
“Finding out who wins the election 
and gets my job. . .heck anyone could 
do a better job than me!” 
-George W. Bush 
President of the United States
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The Private Life of H2o
Flow Sheds Light on a Global Problem
by Sarah Bidinger ’09
A&E Staff
Irena Salina’s new documentary isn’t 
really the sort of movie you’d typically 
watch on a Friday night. Nonetheless, the 
evening found me clutching a coffee cup 
and nestled into a slightly dilapidated 
couch at the Cable Car Cinema. About 15 
intellectual-types were scattered about the 
theater for the premiere of Flow, which 
deals with a plethora of worldwide issues 
associated with the privatization of water.
The film opens with footage of clean, 
gushing water and an overdubbed voice: 
“Thousands have lived without love, not 
one without water.” The documentary pro­
ceeds to spend an hour and a half covering 
water-related issues in Bolivia, Africa, 
China, India, France, and the United 
States. The film touches on issues of water 
privatization affecting everyone from the 
American upper class to Third-World fam­
ilies in the grips of grinding poverty. 
Contaminated water is a huge issue across 
the spectrum, as regulations are often left 
by the wayside when water is privatized: 
there is nothing preventing us from con­
suming everything from Prozac to rocket 
fuel when we turn on the tap for a glass of 
water (the film points out that bottled 
water is generally just as suspect, as most 
of it is glorified tap water). The rising cost 
of water, an issue most harshly restricted to 
Third World Countries, is also a major 
focus. The film ultimately raises a philo­
sophical question: “Can we own water?”
An analogy to oil is drawn early and 
often: water has become one of the largest 
industries in the world, and is repeatedly 
called “blue gold.” According to the film, 
the World Bank is pressuring Third-World 
Countries to privatize their water supplies 
by withholding aid until they do so. The 
film quotes the United Nations in estimat­
ing that with proper community-managed 
programs (instead of outrageously priced 
privatized programs), $30 billion a year 
could provide clean drinking water to 
every person in the world. This figure is 
contrasted with the $100 billion people 
spend, worldwide, on bottled water per year.
The subjects of the film are as scat­
tered as the topics of the film itself. 
Interviews feature ecologists, attorneys, 
physicists, pathologists, endocrinolo­
gists, and engineers, along with advo­
cates and activists in the both human 
rights and environmental fields, authors, 
poets, conservationists, an Indian guru, 
and a hippie. Prominent figures from the 
other side of the issue are featured as 
well, including Michael Camdessus, for­
mer Managing Director of the 
International Money Fund, along with 
the CEOs of the three largest water priva­
tization companies. The only time I 
noticed any real bias in the film was 
when the camera dwelt a few unneces­
sary seconds on the inane and off-kilter 
smiles of these CEOs.’
I was most touched by interviews with 
people who were fundamentally affected 
by the privatization of water. In Bolivia, 
where the water purification industry has 
recently been privatized, families are 
unable to pay the now-exorbitant prices 
for clean water. They 
have no choice but to 
wash their clothes in, 
drink from, and bathe in 
rivers contaminated with 
pathogens, waste from 
pharmaceutical compa­
nies and commercial 
agriculture, and sewage 
(which was diverted into 
river after being con­
tracted to water privati­
zation companies). 
China, millions of fami­
lies have been displaced from their farms 
and livelihoods with no compensation 
when ecosystem-disrupting dams are 
built by water privatization companies. 
These stories, accompanied by statistics, 
demonstrated a statement alluded to 
throughout the film: “water may kill 
more than wars.”
My only two critiques of the film were 
that it was too broad, and focused more on 
the problem than the solution. The film 
was geared towards an audience who 
needed to be convinced that water privati­
zation is inherently wrong, though I doubt 
anyone who believed otherwise would buy 
a ticket for the movie. Only the last fifteen 
minutes of the film were dedicated to con­
crete solutions, and these included every­
thing from protests and legal action to 
community-based water cleaning pro­
grams to a plea to amend the United 
Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights. 
The 31st Article, if adopted, will uphold 
the ideal that “Everyone has the right to
Despite its doomsayer underpinings, Flow proves to be a 
In poigant and informative warning to the world.
clean and accessible water, adequate for 
the health and well-being of the individual 
and family, and no one shall be deprived of 
such access or quality of water due to indi­
vidual economic circumstance.”
While the film was more appropriate for 
a Wednesday afternoon, it was worthwhile 
nonetheless. Others have approved of the 
film as well, as is evidenced by awards 
from the Mumbai International Film 
Festival, Flagstaff Mountain Film Festival, 
and Vail International Film Festival, along 
with recognition from the Sundance Film 
Festival. The film is playing at the Cable 
Car Cinema (near the RISD campus, only 
a short walk from Kennedy Plaza), and 
student tickets are only $7.00. In Salina’s 
words, “Water equals life, and knowledge 
is the first step towards change.”
GRADE: B+
RISD's Chace Center: A Feast of Form
by Neil Andrew Francisco ’10
A&E Staff
In my tenure at Providence College, 
there are many things that I’ve said I 
would do but never got the chance to. 
Amongst these objectives are things like 
taking a girl out to din­
ner on Federal 
Hill, having a 





making a trip to see the RISD 
Museum. Though the first two 
have yet to be completed, the lat­
ter was finally completed last 
Saturday. I can’t believe that I, an 
Arts & Entertainment writer, 
haven’t been to the RISD 
Museum until now. I guess I was 
just waiting for something big to 
happen, so I felt obligated as a 
college student from Providence 
to go. The opening of the new 
Chace Center was just the reason.
The Chace Center opened their 
doors to the public on Sept. 27, 
2008. This happened after about 
ten years of fundraising and two 
years of construction. After the 
groundbreaking in June 2006, the 
five-floor, $104-million dollar 
campaign went through years of 
construction (which we, as PC 
students, know is a pain) to get to 
where it is now. Former RISD 
president, Roger Mandile, had a vision to 
build a place that would be a literal and 
figurative front door to all that the Rhode 
Island School of Design had to offer. As a 
result of this, Mandile hired Jose Rafael
Moneo, a Pritzker-Prize winning architect, 
to design the building.
Moneo, who also won a British Royal 
Medal of Architecture, was very excited to 
take this challenge on. His objective was to 
take a campus parking lot and turn it into a 
NEIL ANDREW FRANCISCO ’10/The Cowl
A&E’s Neil Andrew Francisco ’10 visits the newly finished Chance Center.
building that would bridge the gap 
between the RISD Museum and the school 
itself. He said this was a challenge, and 
overall it was an intriguing project. The 
building itself is incredible as well, three 
floors of art that include one floor for the 
risd|works museum shop and the Michael 
P. Metcalf Auditorium, one floor devoted 
completely to student work, one floor for 
special exhibits, and two more floors 
specifically for RISD student research.
The first floor holds the risd|works shop 
which was moved from the other side of 
the Providence River. It also has coffee, 
which is great, because there isn’t much 
better than having a discussion on the 
nature of beauty and art over a cup of a 
caffeinated beverage. The Michael P. 
Metcalf Auditorium is a 2053-square-foot 
lecture hall that seats 212, a perfect mid­
sized presentation space placed in the mid­
dle of the RISD campus.
The next floor is the student gallery, 
which provides the students of RISD 
with a resource to display their 
work. Right now there are about ten 
pieces on display in the 365-square- 
foot gallery, all displaying the mod­
ernist art that RISD is so well known 
for. For example, there is a large box 
in the center of the gallery; made 
completely out of things you could 
find at Home Depot.
The top floor is where the special 
exhibits are placed. Right now there 
is the Chihuly exhibit, which dis­
plays the work of Dale Chihuly, an 
American glass sculptor. This was 
one of the coolest exhibits I have 
ever seen, as glass was sculpted in so 
many different forms. If you happen 
to be at RISD this semester, you 
should take a look at it.
Providence is becoming well 
known as an artsy-type city. With the 
addition of this new wing to RISD, 
the city is without a doubt moving 
deeper in that direction. The Chace 
Center opens up a new world to the
public, creating a new hot spot for 
people looking for art. If you’re 
looking for something to do on a lazy 
weekend afternoon, you should take a look 
at what RISD has to offer, because after 
all, if you’re interested in art, RISD is the 
Modernist Mecca.
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Mango: “Why can’t I start out with a question?’ 
Vaghi: “Is that what you want me to write?” 
Mango: “Yes.”
Vaghi: “What’s your question?”
Mango: “Oh, I just wanted to know if I could 
start with a question.”
Mary Kate: “Are you really planning on 
doing this for 800 words?”
Kathryn: “Thank God I’m not a copy editor 
anymore. And you can quote me on that.” 
Mango: “Ok I actually do have a question. 
Um, did you like the restaurant?”
Vaghi: “Wait, what are we talking about now?” 
Mango: “Was it worth it.”
Vaghi: “The Melting Pot? It was good.”
Mango: “All right, I’m going to have to take 
this article by the horns. Dear Esteemed 
Reader, The Melting Pot melted my heart in 
cheesy cheesy goodness.”
Vaghi: “Hmm, that sounds pretty accurate 
and also delicious. I don’t think my heart 
melted, exactly, but it definitely quivered.” 
Mango: The Melting Pot is apparently a 
national chain. A restaurant chain that has not 
only grown, but flourished, and thrived 
around one concept: The customer cooks 
their own food.
Vaghi: This particular Melting Pot had just 
opened up about a week ago in the 
Providence Place Mall, stage right of Joe’s 
across the river (in a perfect world their open­
ing ceremony would have involved a giant 
pot made of chocolate, a bonfire, and a thou­
sand Honey Maid graham crackers [it would 
also be raining marshmallows]). Apparently 
fondue was popular in the ‘70s, and The 
Melting Pot tries to keep that tradition alive in 
an eloquent and distinguished fashion. You 
walk into the place and you feel like you have 
to wipe your feet.
Mango: The setup of the restaurant is, well, 
tricky. The halls are labyrinthine, wrapping 
around one another, like a series 








cars. It can hardly 
be seen from 
out­
side,
beyond the rather larger steaming pot icon 
that adorns everything in the place.
Vaghi: They must have seen us as some sort 
of whip-cracking hipsters or something 
because they sat us way in the back, in some 
secluded section of the restaurant. A few 
minutes later the lights dimmed down low 
and some weird Jewel song started playing in 
the background. Luckily we had our fondue 
prongs, and there were five us of. If anyone 
had tried anything, we probably could have 
taken them down.
Mango: The darkness is to be expected of a 
restaurant to increase the intimacy or some­
thing traditionally romantic like that, but... 
that, coupled with the eclectic musical choice 
with the frequent theme “I unashamedly love 
you and will repeat it as many times in four 
beats as possible,” it was a little too saccha­
rine for me.
Vaghi: And for some reason, about 10 different 
staff members came up to our table to “see how 
it was going.” It was like an episode of Next. 
Mango: Devious Genius. The gist of the place 
is, they sit you down, they bring you menus, 
heavy, heavy menus, you pick, they bring you 
plates of things which you dip and cook.
The menus calls it the “BigNight Out" and it 
begins with cheese fondue, where you dip 
bread, fruit, and nachos into different types of 
cheese combinations. The spinach artichoke 
dip was fantastic; the Boston Lager Cheddar 
Cheese was not.
Mango: Unfortunately, that was tire best part 
of the entire meal, chunks of bread which 
were dipped in a spinach artichoke Cheddar 
dip (pause, think about this, it’s as good as it 
sounds), and it came in the beginning. I 
would have preferred if there was always a 
rice pot of melted cheese just waiting 
to be dipped into.
After cheese and 
salad, you get a 
plate of raw meat: everything from lobster 
tail, filet mignon, honey Dijon chicken, 
to fresh vegetables and raviolis. You 
cook all of this in a specially selected 
cooking style fondue.
Mango: You’d think cooking your food 
would be rough. I mean, the point of a restau­
rant is that someone else cooks your food, you 
pay for them to cook the food. But I actually 
left with a sense of accomplishment. I was 
capable of constructing my own meals. I did 
something. I can do things. I can change the 
whole freakin world! Or something like that. 
Vaghi: We dipped raw meat into hot water. 
Next step: saving the world.
Mango: Despite its intimate atmosphere, I 
didn’t think that it was the most suitable 
place to take a date. This is the type of place 
to bring your Mom and Dad when they’re 
clearly paying for the meal. I mean, wow it 
was really fun.
Vaghi: I’d say it could be a really nice date 
if you are both romantics. Or you can just 
take your significant other to Tim Horton’s 
for the next six months. The cost would be 
about the same.
Mango: Yes, it’s expensive. Very very 
expensive. But, might I say, worth it? At 
least once, definitely. That was the gener­
al consensus among the ladies who were 
lucky enough to attend.
Vaghi: The ladies were very lucky to attend, 
but we were also lucky to have them attend 
because it saved us the embarrassment of 
having this be labeled as a “man date.” One 
of our partners in dining was very soft spo­
ken, however, and said only three words the 
entire night. They were few, but eloquent: 
“Sand, love, friction,” and that was it. And 
while I didn’t know how strung out she was 
on the affixiatingly flavorful fumes from the 
steaming pot, I had to agree with her. There 
wasn’t any sand, but there was love and there 
was friction. Because as much as we loved 
the idea of The Melting Pot, the atmosphere, 
the food, we were just too unnerved by the 
cost that came with that experience. 
Something wasn’t sitting well in my stomach 
by the end of the night. It might have been 
that raw piece of steak I ate by mistake, or 
that bottle of Tabasco sauce that I thought was 
a pretzel, but it easily could have been the fact 
that I had just shelled out $60 on a pot of 
chicken broth and a plate of uncooked meat.
Mango: I suppose I was a lil’ too presumptu­
ous when I said the ladies were the lucky 
ones. Man dates are... well you try and eat an 
entire meal with Vaghi and see how smooth­
ly it goes. The food itself was actually pretty 
good. Plain, a little plain, there’s no chance of 
fancy searing or secret sauces, and the cook­
ing is done by amateurs, but I left full.
Finally they give you chocolate fondue (which, 
the waiter assured us, was a win/win situation 
no matter what you order). The entire 4 course 
package costs around $90per couple.
Vaghi: Lone wallet cries single tear.
Mango: Luckily it wasn’t my wallet paying, 
not that it really has the ability to pay for 
much (grumble grumble, stupid crap market 
dividends). Anyways, I suppose this review is 
a bit out of place for the average college stu­
dent (not that Providence College students are 
average, I just mean its really really expen­
sive). I could have bought one or two of next 
semesters books. Or four weekends doing the 
usual PC pub crawl.
Vaghi: I would recommend coming out with 
a bunch of friends and just ordering dessert. 
A large pot of chocolate fondue runs at $30 
and it can serve around four people. If you 
have like 5 or 6 people, you can still order the 
$30 dessert (just keep an extra Hershey bar or 
two in your pocket and sneak it in the pot 
when the waiter dances away).
Mango: “Me like chocolate” Vaghi wanted 
me to start with that. Apparently he speaks 
Neanderthal. But yes, I do like chocolate, and 
I’m not afraid to say it. And the chocolate 
was extra awesome. Maybe because it was 
free. I don’t know, I’ll let you answer that one. 
Pretty much if you like sweet and salty stuff, 
the food whacks your taste buds real good. 
Vaghi: In the end, it was an escape from work 
and it was relaxing. I came out of that night 
feeling like I was back home on a fall evening 
where the calm sits right and all that noise and 
clutter just whisper, unsaturated and wild. 
That kind of feeling doesn’t come around that 
often anymore. It requires savoring rather 
than sweat and drifts past in silent, creeping 
moments. I guess that’s where most of your 
money goes. It doesn’t cost $30 to melt a bar 
of chocolate, but the atmosphere The Melting 
Pot creates allows you to enjoy it in a setting 
that transcends wherever you are. The entire 
meal took three hours, but during it all we 
completely forgot about where we were and 
what we had to do later. We weren’t in the 
mall, we weren’t bound by time. We could 
have walked out of the restaurant at 4:30 in 
the morning in Hatchechubbee, Alabama and 
been completely okay with that. Spiraling in 
a delirium of fondue-induced hallucinations, 
having just spent our life savings on melted 
food, eventually reality would be back to 
bother us, (unfortunately the Melting Pot 
wouldn’t let us take our fondue prongs with 
us) but that didn’t phase us.
Sometimes you just have to eat the cost of a 
good time. ’Cause while eating the cost might 
not taste too good, eating the fondue will.
The Finer Brews in Life
by Chris Tompkins ’09 
A&E Asst. Editor
The Grolsch Brewing company was 
founded in 1615 in Grolle, Holland, and 
has changed hands quite a few times over 
the years, but the superb European Pilsner 
has remained consistent (though I would­
n't be able to corroborate that with any 
evidence considering I have only been 
around for roughly two decades; the fact 
that it persists as a company should be 
proof enough). Variations on the original 
5% abv lager have come and gone, but the 
original consists of about 95% of the com­
pany's sales.
The rad 467 mL growler in the swing- 
top bottle (also known as “the girdle”) is 
popular among home brewers because the 
bottles are reusable. Guitar players also 
enjoy them because they can use the rub­
ber sealing ring as strap lock for their 
axes. Anheuser does all the American 
importing so it is not all that difficult to
find in these United States, and this makes 
it the second-most popular Dutch beer 
behind the infamous Heineken.
Upon pouring a Grolsch the first thing 
you will notice is the clear straw-yellow 
color and the reasonable two-fingered 
head that dissipates quickly, leaving a 
slight lacing. The smell is not overpower­
ing and somewhat sour with notes of bitter 
herbs and yeast. It might seem a little 
chalky. The taste is very refreshing with 
muted hints of sweet malts and a bitter 
hoppy finish. Grolsch is reasonably 
smooth with medium carbonation and is a 
fine session beer.
Grolsch has some very American uses 
including barbecuing, watching baseball, 
and bowling. I suggest collecting the bot­
tles for storing various liquids or throw­
ing a message into and setting upon the 
sea. The swing top will preserve your 
written sentiments. Maybe Jack Shephard 
will find it.




By Lindsay Sheehan '11 
A&E Staff
Directed by Steven Spielberg
The classic science fiction film directed 
by Steven Spielberg where a group of 
scientists adventure to a remote island 
filled with cloned dinosaurs. But lets be 
honest, the plot is unimportant. This 
movie will spurn childhood memories of 
your favorite dinosaur pajamas or plastic 
Tyrannosaurus-rex. It's the epitome of 
the '90s: amusement parks and corny 
graphics. Like most films, this original is 
a long shot better than its sequels (evi­
dence: The Mighty Ducks).
Photo Finish Records
Fairly new (July 2008), this CD is a 
colossal of pump up beats. There 
isn't anything more you could want: 
3OHI3 blends electronic, punk and 
hip hop, topped with humorous 'did 
they really just say that?' lyrics. You 
may recognize their single, “Don't 
Trust Me.” Similar sounds: Lil Jon 
and Ben Folds. For an a chapella- 
esque taste, download “Still Around.” 
If you are reading the same para­
graph five times, try “Starstruck” to 
wake you up. These guys are under­
ground hip-hop, but don't let the 





Okay, so we're not in eighth grade 
anymore, but a murder mystery is 
always entertaining. Get in the 
October thriller mood with Lisa 
Jackson's Almost Dead. Cissy 
Cahill's family is dying one by one: 
the first victim is pushed to her 
death, the second suffers a fatal 
overdose, the third takes a bullet to 
the heart. Three down, more to go. A 
family secret means life or death for 
Cahill. Bum-bum-bum-bumm.
Yes Goes Roundabout One Last Time
After 40 Years on the Road and in the Studio, Britain’s Super Psychodelic Soundmen Hang up
their Crops for the Last Time
by Nahuel Fanjul ’ll
A&E Staff
It all began when singer Jon Anderson 
and bass player Chris Squire, two London 
natives, joined together in 1968 and creat­
ed the powerhouse band known as Yes. 40 
years later, it seems to be the end. The 
English progressive rock band released 
their first album in 1969, simply called 
Yes, and released their last in 2001 called 
Magnification. Between those two, there 
are 15 other CDs released by the band that 
seems to have more bandmate changes 
than Guns N’ Roses. Their greatest releas­
es were The Yes Album (not to be confused 
with the Yes album), Fragile, Close to the 
Edge, Tormato, 90125, and Big Generator, 
which all went platinum and some even the 
top five on the Billboard Charts.
They began their career playing for 
Cream’s 1968 Farewell Concert and later 
that year having their first major radio show 
appearance. Their first two albums created 
their image quickly and set up the Yes sound 
with Anderson and Squire’s harmonically 
arranged vocals, but they were not consid­
ered rock greats till the introduction of their 
current guitarist Steve Howe in 1970 (who 
was famous for playing with the likes of 
Asia and David Bowie). These three band 
members, plus Alan White on drums, sums 
up what Yes was for most of the 40 years 
(well, somewhat sums it up, since all the 
band members quit and were replaced like 
five times throughout the 40 years).
This might all be nonsense to most 
Providence College students, but if you 
have seen the movie The Break Up with 
Vince Vaughn and Jennifer Aniston, you 
have heard their greatest hit being sung 
by the flamboyant brother during the 
family dinner scene (“Owner Of A Lonely
A & E's October Horoscope
Because When Logic and Reason Fail to Guide You,
There’s Internet Horoscopes
This section is affectionately devoted to 
all the half-asleep students who clicked 
“Astronomy” on CyberFriar last semester 
thinking it was taught by Miss Cleo.
Aries
At this time of year you apparently need a 
partner more than usual. Whether it be the 
lacrosse bro in your marketing project 
group or your roommate, you tend to focus 
on the needs of your coveted friend more. 
Close relationships will become more 
important as the moon wanes through the 
month. Also, don’t forget to take out the 
garbage on the 18th and run the lunch pail 
play in your next intramural football 
match. Trust me.
Taurus
Your self-esteem is closely tied to the qual­
ity of your work and progress this October. 
But this should not apply to close relation­
ships which will intensify as autumn deep­
ens. Don’t take things people say too seri­
ously. With a big visit on the way, your 
friends will be the best judge of your next 
Human of the Week.
Gemini
After an introspective September, you are 
ready to be more spontaneous and out­
going. Be careful that your newfound 
expressive nature does not veer into being 
overly flirtatious. You’ll have plenty of time 
to impress that McVinney biddie through 
acts of kindness in the weeks to come. No 
need to show her you can fit four Ray cook­
ies in your mouth at once this month.
Cancer
Your popularity will peak on Oct. 13. Not 
only will you overhear your superstar 
crush ask someone if you’re going to late 
night, but you are totally going to be in the 
Roving Photography section by 
Halloween. But make sure you put off big 
decision-making for next month, you 
saucy minx. This month, your intuition is 
about as legitimate as Sarah Palin’s degree.
Leo
Don’t forget to plan ahead. Maybe consider 
actually going to that resume workshop at 
Career Services instead of just writing it in 
your planner. You enjoying living in the 
Heart,” from their 1983 
release 90125). With that 
song and “Roundabout” 
from the 1971 Fragile album, 
the band became highly pop­
ular for their long symphony 
style songs, pop-alt-rock 
sound, and optimistic lyrics.
These two songs and the 
band have a great meaning 
to me because they were 
one of my favorite bands 
when I was a young lad. 
Their Open Your Eyes tour 
was the first concert I ever 
attended. It was a cold night in Maryland, 
but my dad, his friend, my brother, and I 
made the drive through the snow to see this 
band play their many hits from many 
decades. I was young, not as musically 
cultured as I am now, and it was past my 
bedtime, but I will still never forget the 
moment that the small drum intro and gui­
tar riff started up to “Owner Of A Lonely 
Heart” and I started to scream out “MOVE 
YOURSELF!”
Many years later, the band decided to 
come together for a 40-year anniversary 
tour this summer (which of course I was 
stoked for). They planned to hit over 30 
cities around the U.S. and to play their 
amazing songs for what would probably be 
their last concerts ever, but with all the bad 
luck this band has had in their career, they 
hit a new rough patch. Jon Anderson, the 
founder and leader of this remarkable 
band, had to cancel the tour. He was diag­
nosed with acute respiratory failure days 
before the tour started and was advised by 
the doctor to not work for at least six 
months or he could suffer from further 
health complications. I got the e-mail, the 
present moment but you can’t forget about 
that monstrocity of a literature paper due at 
the end of the month. Your dorm floor will 
be crazy loud for most of the month, so don’t 
make excuses. Get to the library and make 
(academic) plays. Also, don’t make fun of 
your muscled milk-chugging housemate. 
He’s just jealous he’s not as pretty as you.
Virgo
This October, loyalty and sensitivity in 
relationships become important to you. 
But don’t focus merely on your comfort 
zone. Remember to take into account the 
needs of others. Ask if that struggling 
friend in the library would like a cup of tea 
next time you take a Slavin break. If your 
name starts with a “J,” “B,” or a “C,” per­
haps you’d want to consider taking your 
adorable Virgo roommate to Dunkin 
Donuts one morning for turbs and treats... 
She’d love you forever.
Libra
For some reason this October you are 
focused on attaining possessions and high- 
status man candy. While the first is going 
to clean out your bank account, the second 
will most likely rob you of your dignity. 
Count your blessings and stick with your 
friends. Also, on Oct. 24, make sure you 
grab the right notebook for your morning 
class and not the half-eaten box of 
Entemann’s cookies you bought at PC 
Mart last night. Specifically for your birth­
day: Make good decisions and Tiny-tinis.
Scorpio
Embrace this period of rest. Hit up 
Concannon. Watch an episode of Oprah or 
PTI to comparatively remind yourself of 
how articulate and smart you are. Focus on 
getting sleep and doing all your reading. 
It’ll only help you in the long run. In case by 
mid-semester you feel like giving up and 
being the fattest and stupidest human at 
Providence College. Side note: Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall and picking two at Panera 
will continue to sustain your lifestyle.
Sagittarius
Look at you, you little social butterfly. 
Your social calendar is fuller than a 
Guzman boy’s stomach after Chicken 
Patty day at Ray. Although you’ve had a
BEYOND RECORDS 
tour was cancelled, and I cried in my room 
for days.
But wait, the story is not over! The band 
met, they had their talk, and they decided 
to reschedule the tour (of course without 
Jon Anderson leading with the vocals). 
The schedule is out and they are touring 
mostly the same spots they were planning 
on starting Nov. 4, 2008, and going into 
next year. The band line up was released 
on Friday, and the In The Present Tour will 
include Steve Howe on guitar, Chris 
Squire on bass, Alan White on drums, and 
two new members. First, they added 
Oliver Wakeman on the keyboards, the son 
of Rick Wakeman, an old member of the 
band from the late ’70s and throughout the 
‘80s. Second, they added the Canadian 
Benoit David as the lead singer. He used 
to be the singer for the Yes tribute band 
called Close To The Edge, named after the 
band’s 1972 release.
So get your tickets soon people; the 
band has said this would be the final tour. 
Even if you are not a huge fan, seeing 60- 
year-old dudes play great music is always 
sweet... Sweet!
lull in the romance department recently, try 
not to be so foul. That attractive human 
you saw walking into Harkins last week 
will totally ask you what time it is. Then 
obviously you’ll fall in love and be official 
on Facebook as fast as Janina hurriedly 
says “Next please.” Note: Do the D-A-N- 
C-E, one, two, three, four, fives in your 
miasma of a room. Beware of the jungle.
Capricorn
You’re thinking clearly. Now is the time to 
put your plans into action. It’s good to be 
thankful for the sense of community you 
feel here at PC but don’t forget that indi­
vidual pining for you in the dark room, the 
desk across from you, or living on 
Pinehurst Avenue that wears a lot of flan­
nel and smoke cigarettes faster than the 
Dow Jones can say “bailout.”
Aquarius
Self-expression and your thirst for higher 
learning will help you lead a virtuous 
lifestyle. Also, keep wearing your hair curly 
with that sultry bobby pin clipped in it. No 
one totes a monogrammed L.L. Bean tote 
like you and don’t you know it. Keep using 
broad superlatives like: “Oh my gosh, he is 
my favorite human at Providence College.” 
Don’t worry blue is still your color despite 
the changing seasons. But what do I know? 
I’m just a rambling horoscope.
Pisces
It’s time to separate the mice from the men, 
the wheat from the chaff, the Starbucks 
Pumpkin Spice latte from the Slavin coffee 
sewer sludge. Focus on the good and good is 
what you will find. Although you will lose 
your PC ID by Halloween, you’ll find a new 
friend in a place you didn’t expect. I’m not 
saying this person will definitely be on the 
third floor of Feinstein at the water fountain at 
12:32 on Oct. 19, but there’s a good chance.
Special thanks to cafeastrology.com for 
help in my “research.” The rest of this is 
about as real as Earl’s (of Tiffany and Earl 
fame) mustache. Get real, E. You’ll never 
look as studly as your man crush, Keith 
Hernandez. You know you love me.
Xoxo,
A
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Behind the Red Door
Bargain Bookseller Offers a Litany of Literary Artifacts
by Chris Stadolnik ’10
A&E Staff
Open the bright red steel fire door. 
Ascend the concrete staircase, flanked on 
either side by vibrant murals. Step through 
the final threshold and let the smell of old 
books wash over you. You have found your 
literary oasis after an exile in a wasteland 
of “pre-fab” franchise bookstores. There is 
no in-store coffee shop to bitter the smell 
of leather, paper, and ink. There is no cir­
cle of hipsters tapping discordant rhythms 
on their laptops. There is no movie or 
music section dotted with clusters of “mall 
rat” driftwood. This is an uncontaminated 
and tranquil temple to the printed page.
Cellar Stories has been stowed away on 
111 Mathewson Street in Downcity 
Providence for years. The only indications 
to the passerby of what lays in store are a 
sandwich board sign and a street level dis­
play, a collection of literary odds and ends: 
quotations, visually interesting volumes, 
and artifacts that is altered annually. But if 
you are lucky enough to find it (and now 
that you have the street address I am sure 
you are) and a true lover of literature, you 
will certainly not be disappointed.
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There is no end to the variety of print 
media available. Cellar Stories has every­
thing from 18th century leather-bound 
Bibles with hand wrought clasps to issues 
of Playboy from the ‘50s featuring Jack 
Kerouac interviews. There are piles of 
comic books and graphic novels from DC, 
Marvel, and Manga. The supply of art 
books, both biographical and pictorial, is 
expansive. The literature section is consis­
tently stocked with canonical standards as 
well as obscure literary objects. They also 
sell collections of print oddities - antique 
maps, Broadway playbills, Downbeat 
magazines, old postcards, sheet music, for­
eign language printings of American and 
European texts and a selection of rare 
books, antiques and first editions, that 
would make the heart of any bibliophile 
skip a beat (a hardcover of Hunter S. 
Thompson’s Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas is for sale for $750).
The regular stacks are eight feet tall and 
packed with trade paperbacks, hardcover 
editions, and rare finds. The volumes are 
always well-organized by genre and alpha­
betically by author’s surname. The one
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drawback to shopping at Cellar Stories is 
that it is a used bookstore and that means 
they likely do not have exactly what you 
are looking for. ISBN numbers are often 
meaningless there, and some of the books 
actually predate them. But if you allow 
yourself to drift around in their sea of liter­
ature you might not find exactly what you 
want but you will almost surely find some­
thing you need.
The prices are fantastically inexpensive. 
The average cost of a paperback ranges 
from three to eight dollars depending on 
condition. The hardcover price generally 
ranges from twelve to twenty dollars, also 
depending on condition. All new books, 
generally meaning editions printed within 
the last ten years, are always fifty percent 
off their original cover price. That means 
for the price of two beers you can own a 
book that changed the world, or at the very 
least will provide you with a few hours of 
analog enjoyment.
Cellar Stories is also a buyer of books. If 
you sell for cash, the rates are competitive 
with the on and off campus bookstores. 
But if you sell for store credit, Cellar 
Stories generally gives you twice as much. 
The one disadvantage to their buying poli­
cy is that they will not take any textbooks. 
They want them even less than you do.
Cellar Stories is not a place to stop in to 
study. There are no chairs or tables. They 
do not sell beverages or snacks. It is a 
bookstore. They are open from 10 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
During the winter they augment the 
weekly schedule with an extra five hours, 
12 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The owners 
typically pipe NPR over a small radio 
system. But you are encouraged, if only 
gently, to come in to buy books and leave 
at a reasonable hour.
This has always been a favorite haunt of 
the intellectual hipster crowd but is wel­
coming to all readers. The proprietor, 
Michael Chandley ‘81, is an alumnus of 
the Providence College School of 
Continuing Education, where he earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Literature and a 
minor in Labor Studies. There are a few 
local celebrities on the Providence arts 
scene that frequent the establishment. The 
work of local artist Mad Pec is available as 
posters and post cards. Local musicians 
stop in frequently, like Joe Fletcher of 
Wrong Reasons. But there is little reason 
to interest yourself with who is hunched 
over a stack of books on a table or squat­
ting in the comer rummaging through a 
box of old sheet music.
If you are really going to Borders for the 
books, skip the mall. Get a coffee in 
Kennedy Plaza and make the short, pleas­
ant walk to 111 Matthewson Street. Cellar 
Stories is the perfect place to go when you 
are short on capital and looking to find a 
literary adventure.
Jack’s New Passenger
Tackling Issues Any College Student Could Identify 
with Jack’s Mannequin’s New Album Runs the Gamut
by Alison DeNisco ’10
A&E Staff
The first line of Jack’s Mannequin’s 
sophomore album, The Glass Passenger, 
rings out loud and true: “I wanna hear 
some music.” After three long years, fans 
who have been craving something new 
from the original “side project” band of 
Something Corporate’s Andrew McMahon 
have gotten what they wanted in 
Passenger, which was dubbed by 
Alternative Press to be “the most anticipat­
ed album of 2008.”
I was a big fan of Jack’s Mannequin’s 
first album, Everything in Transit, which 
gave us such musical gems as “The Mixed 
Tape” and “Dark Blue.” After listening to 
this album a few times through, I’m not as 
initially enthralled with it as I was with 
Transit, but I think it has potential.
McMahon, the writer/singer/pianist, 
created Jack’s Mannequin after writ­
ing a song for the now defunct 
Something Corporate decid­
ing that it didn’t fit in 
with the band’s 
other material. 
He later wrote 
more of his own 
songs as a means of 
therapy, without ever 
expecting them to be 
released, until the band 
took a break and he had 
time to lay down a few 
tracks. In 2004 he formed 
Jack’s Mannequin, and Transit was 
released with a positive response from crit­
ics and fans in 2005.
The first song, “Crashin,” is an upbeat 
piano rock creation, with something that 
sounds almost like church bells ringing 
occasionally in the background. It sounds 
strange, but it somehow works. There are 
also some pretty great harmonies. 
“Crashm” is followed by “Spinning,” in 
which McMahon makes subtle references 
to his fight with leukemia in 2005, shortly 
after Transit was released and the band 
was set to do a summer tour.
Like “MFEO: Pt. 1 Made for Each 
Other/Pt. 2 You Can Breathe” on Transit, 
McMahon included another type of double 
song on “Caves,” in which he chronicles 
his experience with leukemia in three 
movements, from a slow, dream-like 
beginning and transitioning with an 
incredible piano to a more defiant cry 
about halfway through, and finally making 
a bittersweet return to the opening notes. 
It’s haunting and heartbreaking to listen to, 
with lyrics such as “Beat my body like a 
rag doll/You stuck the needles in my 
hip/Said ‘We’re not gonna lie/Son, you 
just might die.’”
There is more depth to both the 
music and lyrics on Passenger. 
McMahon’s piano solos are 
 especially impressive, such as 
on “Drop Out - The So Unknown” 
and “Hammers and Strings (A Lullaby),” 
an honest love song dedicated to lost souls. 
He also takes more of what I would call a 
folk turn on “Annie Use Your Telescope,” 
which some fans are already critiquing but
Despite setbacks in his personal life, Andrew McMahon has just released his 
newest album, The Glass Passenger.
I think is a risk well taken. There is also 
the line that is the story of every college 
kid’s life: “Going broke, but I’m feeling 
good,” on the song “Suicide Blonde.”
One of the highlights on the album is def­
initely “American Love,” in which 
McMahon sings of the complications of a 
relationship: “You’ll leave for college at the 
turn of autumn...I’ll kiss your neck but I 
just can’t look you in the eye...Big hearts 
are for breaking.” I also like the album’s 
bonus track, “Miss California,” which is 
more in the style of the songs on Transit, 
beginning with the line “I called Jesus, but 
he didn’t check his phone today” and show­
casing some of McMahon’s Orange 
Country roots.
Passenger's first single, “The 
Resolution,” is a more radio-friendly track, 
though I doubt it will pick up with the Top 
40 crowd that would largely prefer what­
ever catchy, empty nonsense comes their 
way... but I digress. The music video for 
“The Resolution” was the conceptual creation 
of bestselling author of the ubiquitous 
Twilight series, Stephenie Meyer (no girls, 
Edward Cullen is not at all involved).
Overall, I think that most fans will be 
happy with The Glass Passenger. It does dif­
fer from the easy cohesiveness of Everything 
in Transit, but still includes McMahon’s pow­
erful and provocative lyrics and piano rock 
style with richly layered instruments, which 







by Andy Kowal ’10
Commentary Staff
POLITICS
So there has officially been two presi­
dential and one vice-presidential debates 
and we are less than a month away from 
Election Day. You have probably been 
bombarded with e-mails and phone calls 
from volunteers for both major candidates 
and political groups on campus urging 
you to vote. I am going to make a radical 
declaration: Don’t Vote! Now before you 
crazy conservative Republicans or nut-job 
liberal Democrats come at me with pitch­
forks let me clarify. If you have been fol­
lowing the race, if you know where the 
candidates stand on the issues that are 
important to you, or if you have carefully 
considered the candidates I am not talking 
to you. Obviously you should vote. I am 
talking to the people that would describe 
themselves as “apathetic.”
There have been a lot of celebrities 
wearing t-shirts telling people to “Vote 
or Die” and other patriotic mottos. If 
you are the kind of person that was not 
going to vote until P-Diddy told you to, 
you should not be voting. If you have a 
specific reason for going to the poll 
booth and voting for a person, or voting 
against a person, I would never call that 
a stupid reason. If you have not been 
paying attention, however, and are just 
going off a half-truth or rumor you 
heard about a candidate and have not 
investigated it for yourself then you 
need to stay far away from any polling 
booth on Election Day.
This election is probably one of the 
most important ones of the past 30 
years. That is why every vote counts, 
that is why people who are voting based 
on a rumor or just voting how their par­
ents are voting could easily screw up the 
country (by voting in someone who 
could easily run the country into the 
ground). Do not vote; if you cannot take 
the time to read a news article or visit a 
candidate’s Web site then you have no 
right to take the time to vote.
Now that I have alienated half of the 
readers, let me take a crack at the other 
half. Undecided voters. I just do not 
understand how at this point any one can 
be undecided. If you are looking at the 
candidates from the two major parties— 
Democrat Barack Obama and 
Republican John McCain—they could 
not be more different. They have both set 
out plans (some more specific than oth­
ers) and neither of them is anything close 
to alike. To me, one of their plans for 
pretty much every major issue is clearly 
superior to the other’s. Oh well, I will 
just say it: Barack Obama’s plans make 
much more sense than John McCain’s 
and will move the country out of the hole 
we have dug ourselves into. But if you 
are a McCain supporter and have studied 
both their policies and feel like he would 
be the best president, I am not going to 
say you should not vote. You are clearly 
voting for a reason and I am not one to 
judge it just because I do not agree. But  
back to those of you who are still on the  
fence, look at the facts! Take two sec­
onds and go to each of the candidate’s 
Web sites and choose an issue, just pick 
one. Look at what they both say and pick 
the one you agree with more. Then you 
can vote.
To sum up: All of you who have not 
been paying attention to the race or the
VOTE/Page21
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RIPTA’s End Would Mean Disaster
In light of a $10 million deficit, the public transit may end, affecting almost every Rhode Islander.
by Jackie Kramer ’10
Commentary Editor
RHODE ISLAND
No one in their right mind would call the 
current state of the economy healthy. 
(Although on Sept. 15, John McCain said, 
“the fundamentals of our economy are 
strong,” while, on the very same morning, he 
released a television ad that stated: “Our 
economy is in crisis.” But that’s neither here 
nor there.)
Rhode Island is no stranger to the financial 
crisis. The Ocean State has had one of the 
worst economies in the U.S. for years, boast­
ing an operating deficit of $135 million in the 
2008 fiscal year (with projected deficits con­
tinuing until the 2011 fiscal year). I’m pretty 
sure this is a conservative estimate of our 
state budget deficit. This debt is evidenced in 
the cuts to social benefits Governor Carcieri 
advocated for: Here in Smith Hill, for exam­
ple, the neighborhood after-school program 
and recreation center, the Tavares Center, 
was closed last year. In March 2007, the 
state’s largest homeless shelter, Welcome 
Arnold House, was shut down. Rite Care, 
subsidized daycare, and benefits for young 
adults who receive foster care were all cut 
between 2006 and 2007. I wrote my first arti­
cle in The Cowl in March 2007 about all the 
proposed social welfare cuts from the gover­
nor, basically calling his plans ill-conceived 
and unjust.
One of the biggest drains on the state econ­
omy is Rhode Island Public Transit 
Authority—RIPTA. Yes, ladies and gentle­
men, your favorite bus service costs the state 
an estimated $10 million a year. “Officials 
say that the revenue shortfall is so deep that 
the authority will run out of cash to pay its 
bills unless it gets more money or makes 
major service cuts to save money,” states an 
Oct. 1 Providence Journal article. The 
RIPTA is in danger of being shut down. In 
September, RIPTA officials stated that they
Stressed Out? Go Take a Walk!
I have always known that there is some­
thing relaxing about nature, but it is really 
only this year that I have found out how 
much it means to me. I am constantly tak­
ing on new activities and responsibilities, 
and it always gets to the point where I’m 
just about to snap—until I take a walk. I 
can walk around campus by myself for a 
few minutes, an hour, maybe a couple of 
hours, and no matter how many times I 
walk past the same buildings there is 
always something new. It’s not as if there 
is always something happening, it is more 
like my surroundings are happening in- 
and-of-themselves.
I’m not sure how many people do this 
kind of thing.. .that is, go for a walk simply 
for the sake of walking and clearing their 
mind. I see so many runners with their 
iPods strapped to their arms or people walk­
ing around on their cell phones or in groups 
of loud laughter. All of those things are fine, 
but sometimes I just want to listen to the 
wind and the insect sounds, maybe a bird or 
two, and the steps of my feet in the other­
wise still air. It may sound cheesy, but it is 
really an effective way for me to forget 
about the stress of all the homework I 
“should” be doing, and all the other odds 
and ends (like writing my articles) that start 
to pile up. It is an escape from the evil 
will begin cutting routes by 20 percent, or 
about 4.7 million rides. “The Rhode Island 
Public Transit Authority said the cutbacks 
would affect 50 regular routes, eliminating 
some and chopping off sections of others. 
They would reduce the number of buses on 
some lines, increase the time between buses 
on others, and eliminate some evening and 
weekend service,” the ProJo reported. Routes 
to Tiverton, Scituate, Burrillville, and 
Glocester are going to be eliminated entirely.
You may be thinking, “Big deal. Who 
goes to Scituate anyway?” Well, it is a big 
deal. If the RIPTA’s routes are cut by 20 per­
cent or even, as some speculate, shut down 
entirely, this would have a severe impact on 
the daily lives of Rhode Islanders. Many 
people rely on the RIPTA to get to work and 
school every day. Think about it: People 
can’t get to work. People don’t make money. 
People have no money to be consumers. The 
state suffers economically. The effects would 
cause the opposite of what the state intends.
The effects would stretch far beyond a 
strain on the state economy. Many people 
rely on the RIPTA to get to where they need 
to be every day. If workers cannot get to 
work, they not only consume less, but they 
face the scary situation of not being able to 
afford food, gas, or clothes, and not being 
able to make payments on rent or mortgage. 
The Oct. 1 ProJo article highlights the pre­
carious situations the service cuts handi­
world of “to do” lists and deadlines. Nature 
has no deadlines, and yet she still seems to 
get her work done. Year after year, season 
after season rolls by, not constrained by our 
calendar that says when the seasons change, 
but rather on its own timeline.
"-----------------------------
I challenge you to just 
take a walk. You don’t 
even have to leave a city 
if you don’t want. You’ll 
find that even in the most 
urban areas, nature has 
still found a way to exist 
and even to make use 
of man’s industry for 
her own purposes.
------------------------------"
It is refreshing to find myself among the 
inhabitants of this world who do not fear 
our calendars. To the animals and plants, 
time is much different. Many of them will 
not live through the winter, so they have 
only a few months to find a mate and make 
more little animals or plants. There is a fran­
tic scurry in nature, but it is unlike anything 
in humanity’s consciousness. There is scur­
ry, but no stress in the world around us. The 
drive is not the same. It reminds me to take 
a step back and examine my own life 
briefly. As I walk, I remember that all the 
deadlines imposed on me by my numerous 
classes are only artificial constraints on my 
time, and that the only real constraints I 
capped people may find themselves in. 
“Handicapped people who can’t use conven­
tional bus service get door-to-door service— 
if they live within three quarters of a mile of 
a regular bus route. If the route shuts down, 
so does service for the handicapped who live 
along it.” Again, if handicapped people can­
not get to work, how can they afford to live?
The RIPTA cuts and possible elimination 
would be extremely detrimental to the state 
of Rhode Island, and a majority of the people 
who live in this little state. Think about how 
it might affect you. You wouldn’t be able to 
easily get down to the Providence Place Mall 
as a freshman or sophomore anymore. You 
wouldn’t be able to visit your friends at Salve 
Regina or spend an afternoon at the beach for 
free. And yes, while these things are essential 
to the college experience, I can’t help but 
think of the larger impacts a RIPTA-less exis- 
tance would have on me and the people I’ve 
encountered. Without the bus, there would 
have been no way my classmates and I would 
be able to get across town to tutor the boys at 
the San Miguel School twice a week. I 
wouldn’t have the luxury of catching a free 
and convenient ride downtown or to the train 
station so I could get to a peace rally or anti­
war protest. My entire experience at PC 
would be shaped differently. And if these cuts 
go through, many people’s lives in Rhode 
Island would be dramatically changed—and 
probably not for the better.
have are the time of my birth and the time 
of my death, one of which I know, and the 
other of which will be a mystery until it 
arrives. I therefore have no way of knowing 
what time frame I have in which to live, and 
so I am reminded by nature to simply live. 
My deadlines and responsibilities are all 
important, but it is not necessary to stress 
over them. In fact, I find myself more pro­
ductive when I’m not stressing. Nature real­
ly shows a lot to those who pay attention.
For those who deem themselves above 
the wonders of nature, simply because 
mankind can build cities, I challenge you to 
just take a walk. You don’t even have to 
leave a city if you don’t want to. You’ll find 
that even in the most urban areas, nature has 
still found a way to exist and even to make 
use of man’s industry for her own purposes. 
You can hear the wailing of the wind as it 
screams between high-peaked skyscrapers, 
and the scuttling of squirrels against the 
pavement. You can hear the songs of the 
birds that flit from beam to beam in the 
eaves of any structure and the way they 
squabble for a perch. When you’ve heard 
enough, there is still more to hear. Take a 
walk away from the city; you can hear the 
trees sway and bend and the crack of limbs. 
You can hear the cry of an eagle circling, 
hunting for prey. You can hear the sound of 
small animals crashing through the under­
brush. You can hear the pulse of the heart­
beat that is nature, a pulse that runs through 
each and every one of our bloodstreams. It 
beats with timeless regularity, and it keeps 
us a part of the world in which we live. You 
can hear it; all you have to do is listen.
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O.J. Is Found Guilty 
After All These Years
by Isa Ali ’10 and Joe McMenamin ’10
Commentary Staff
by Matt Miller ’09
Commentary Staff
Memory is quite an amusing creature. 
What with all the lapses, distortions, and 
exaggerations, one may understandably 
choose to ditch the whole effort as a way





try’s memory is no different than that of 
a human being (except for symptoms of 
schizophrenia and a possible crystal­
meth addiction, but analogies only go so 
far). America frequently tries to forget 
its blemishes.
At the end of last week, O.J. Simpson 
(nicknamed “The Juice”) was finally 
dealt a mangled bit of justice. Simpson 
was notoriously acquitted in 1995 for 
the murder of his ex-wife and her 
“friend,” leading to a national uproar 
over the duplicitous inefficiency of our 
court system. His theatric defense was 
engineered by the late Johnny Cochran, 
that fabulous caricature of the legal pro­
fession. There are at least two possibili­
ties attached to that infamous case.
Either: O.J. was a guilty, guilty boy and 
found salvation in the epic possibilities 
of being famous in America. Or: the 
glove just didn’t fit. However, his guilt 
and/or innocence are certainly not at 
issue here.
Late Friday afternoon, Mr. Simpson 
was convicted of armed robbery and 
kidnapping. This time, nobody believes 
him to be innocent. Not a soul, except 
perhaps for O.J. himself. The first time 
through, his trial evoked a riotous 
debate on race and celebrity which cul­
minated in the crushing defeat of 
American innocence at the announce­
ment of his own “innocence.” The crux 
of the matter arises when we realize that 
the widely publicized trial never even 
had a chance to be decided with an 
ounce of judiciary fairness. The verdict 
was to be handed down by the over­
whelming forces of American culture, 
and there was nothing anyone could do 
about it. The New York Times reported 
that this time, thankfully, the jurors 
“were quizzed extensively before their 
selection about their views about the 
divisive 1995 trial.” Oh, okay. Well as 
long as they say that the magnificent 
1995 farce doesn’t affect the way they 
see Mr. Simpson, then we might as well 
believe them.
O.J. Simpson was and is a celebrity. 
Being a celebrity does not mean the 
same thing as to be quaintly “well- 
known” or moderately “prominent.” 
Celebrities in the United States most 
closely resemble the warrior-kings of the 
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ancient world and the questing knights 
of Arthur’s court. They are idolized and 
emulated; people talk about the romantic 
crests and troughs of the stars as if they 
were their own. By these magical devel­
opments, a striking trend appears. The 
thoroughly absurd and often self- 
loathing acts committed by celebrities 
attract only the most extreme responses: 
utter outrage or deepest compassion.
O.J.’s recent conviction has posed a 
significant ethical conundrum. Was this 
trial even more of a biased sham than 
the last? Was O.J. merely convicted as a 
result of retributive backlash? O.J. 
Simpson won the Heisman Trophy. 
Check. He logged a stellar career in the 
NFL. Check. He quite possibly mur­
dered his wife after a high-speed chase 
in a white Ford Bronco. Check.
The nature of celebrity is different in 
every age of world history. In Ancient 
Greece, the heroes of Homer’s Iliad pro­
vided a model of courage and honor. In 
sixteenth century Spain, the royalty 
symbolized guidance and protection. In 
contemporary America, actors, musi­
cians, and professional athletes offer the 
pleasure-seeking populous vicarious 
thrills and rampant gossip. The coin, as 
always, is two-sided. The “elite” aban­
don any form of privacy, transforming 
their lives into spectacles. Everyone else 
drools over the distant prospect of this 
glamorous lifestyle and never stops to 
consider the emptiness of a superficially 
saturated existence.
The cult of celebrity has attained the 
booming power of myth, blinding both 
sender and receiver. Anything with that 
sort of crippling influence must be rec­
ognized and controlled, or else we risk 
an even greater epidemic of ignorance 
than we currently have on our hands. 
The foundations of a free and equal 
society have been weakened and blurred 
as we read ourselves out of our own 
lives and into the tabloids. Did Martha 
Stewart actually deserve prison when 
most insider trading cases end in a pal­
try fine? Is Bill Clinton the only 
American male to cheat on his wife with 
an obese woman? Is he even the only 
president to have done such a thing? 
Heck no. However, these examples and 
scores of others incite orgies of media 
coverage, as we continue to hold the 
famous and the infamous to a higher 
moral standard. As goes the applicable 
cliche, they are just ordinary people who 
have been smiled (or frowned) upon by 
the consumerist-driven mania of late- 
capitalist cultural degradation.
I have absolutely no idea whether O.J. 
Simpson killed his wife or not. For argu­
ment’s sake, let’s assume that he did. Would 
anyone have cared if he was a plumber?
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by Jenn DiPirro ’12 
Commentary Staff
I’m going to give you a scenario that I 
am sure that we can all relate to. After a 
long day of classes you decide to call your 
mother for your daily check-in. She pro­
ceeds to fire off the most mundane series 
of questions, the same ones that she fires 
off at you each day, verbatim. You start to 
get slightly annoyed with her, and it begins 
to show in your voice and she says, “Well, 
I can tell that you really do not want to talk 
to me right now so I’m going to let you 
go—click.” She hangs up. With your new 
perturbed attitude intact, you unlock your 
door, looking forward to just relaxing. But 
upon entering you are greeted by the uni­
verse, a.k.a. your roommates and all their 
friends. Immediately your roommates can 
see it in your face, something is bothering 
you. So they do the roommate thing and 
inquire about your present state.
Vote: To Vote or Not to 
Vote. There is No Question
continued from page 20:
issues do not really care about who 
becomes our next president, and are just 
going to vote because some celebrity 
told you to, you are a person who is too 
stupid to vote. If you have not made up 
your mind between the candidates, pick 
one. They are very different; it is not that 
hard at this point. To those of you who 
have chosen a candidate, know each can­
didate’s basic stance on the issues, or at 
least have a legitimate reason for voting 
for someone, you should vote.
Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let­
ters to the editor from all members of the 
Providence College community, as well as outside 
contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name, 
signature, a phone number, and an e-mail address 
where he or she can be reached. Articles will be 
printed as space permits. Anyone whose letter is 
given consideration for publication will be con­
tacted by the Commentary editor to verify the 
author and confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in 
length. Guest commentaries should be limited to 
700 words in length, and only one will be pub­
lished per week. The Cowl editorial board and its 
administrative supervisors reserve the right to edit 
articles for space and clarity. If there is a portion 
you specifically wish to remain unchanged, howev­




I’m not going to dance around the 
issue, but something has really been 
bothering me lately. I have come to real­
ize that I hate it when people ask me 
that one simple question: “What’s 
wrong?” Thanks for your concern 
roomies, but please leave it to me. And 
I know it sounds extremely nit-picky of 
me to take offense to this, and people 
usually have the best intentions when 
they ask this question, but sometimes I 
really just don’t feel like talking about 
it. Or perhaps nothing is troubling me at 
all; maybe I’m just tired from staying up 
every night until two trying to figure out 
what the hell Aristotle is talking about. 
Or in the most awkward, but also the 
most common case, maybe the problem 
is you and the herds of people in our 
room. Or maybe it is just the fact that 
my mother and I got into yet another 
epic argument. “What’s wrong? You 
seem mad.” Please just back off.
VOTE
www.slobikelane.org
editor are the opinions of the writer only and do 
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed 
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to 
549 River Avenue, Providence, R.l. 02918, Slavin 
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at 
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@provi- 
dence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in 
Slavin G05. Ads can be sent to cowlads@provi- 
dence.edu. Call 401-865-2214 with any questions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by 
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition 
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to:
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence, 
R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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High Frees & Nose Dives Tangents and Tirades
High Fives: Autumn and all its trimmings Admit it: You love the fall. You love 
when the leaves change color and you get to break out your cute sweaters and, for 
the men, your argyle sweater vests. What do we here at 
The Cowl love best about autumn? Warm caramel apple 
cider and pumpkin spice lattes. Mmmmm. You can get 
the cider from the swanky yet reliable Starbucks, or you 
can try it from the organic, hip Coffee Exchange down on
Wickenden Street. Try the latte at Jazzman’s (delicious 
and convenient). No matter where you go, it’s hard to 
deny the deliciousness and warmth these beverages pro­
vide.
GRAPHIC: CHRONICLESOFCONCEPT1ON.FILES.WORDPRESS.COM
Boston Red Sox: OK, I’ll admit, I’m not a Red Sox fan, 
but since we are in New England, I'll push aside 
always-present disappointment at the Mets to con­
gratulate everyone’s favorite baseball team for 
making it into the ALCS.
GRAPHIC: WWW.ALNYETHELAWYERGUY.COM
Nose Dives: The change of address From 
549 River Ave. to One Cunningham 
Square. What?!
The still unfinished renovations in 
Phillips Memorial Library As thrilling 
as it is to see sparks flying from the sec­
ond floor into “the pit” and study to the 
motivating sound of drills and hammers, 
I’d like to have the peace and quiet that 
a finished library promises.
Letters to the Editor:
Disappointment toward the administration’s treatment of students
As a former student of Providence 
College and a regular reader of The Cowl 
since graduating, I have witnessed plenty 
of changes over the last eight years. 
While I was an undergrad, there was a 
tightening of the alcohol policy. Even 
couches were prohibited in on-campus 
residences. PC stretched its disciplinary 
reach off campus, leaving off-campus 
residents subject to Providence College 
in addition to the Providence Police. 
Now, banning hard liquor on campus 
continues a disturbing trend in the way 
PC treats its students. The school is baby­
ing those who they are meant to help 
mature. Alcohol abuse cannot be regulat­
ed away with a policy. Responsibility 
cannot be taught with a policy. This pol­
icy will do one of two things: at best, it 
will postpone students from making 
important life choices until they are 
away from the college, at worst (and 
more likely), it will force alcohol con­
sumption further into hiding. 
Providence College’s mission statement 
aims to “prepare its students to be 
responsible and productive citizens.” I 
cannot understand how we can expect 
to address that goal while treating those 
very students like children.
—Anonymous ’04
Amnesty International s peace rally highlights unequal access
Amnesty International, in recent years, 
has lent its support to abortion. However, 
kudos to Al for staging a peace rally in 
front of Slavin Center on Sept. 21, 2008. 
Al was founded in 1961 and has extended 
its activities to cover social issues such as 
rape and the persecution of homosexuals. 
Branches in the United States have led 
protests of the death penalty.
Since Al has had access to the front of 
Slavin Center, why can’t the tuition pay­
ing female students have access to the 
Smith Center for the Arts to stage a pro­
duction of the Vagina Monologues? 
After all, what’s fair is fair.
—Russel P. Demoe ’73
www.TheCowl.com
Food for the masses. Why is it that here at Providence College, where there are a 
growing number of students every year, we still have only two main eateries on campus? 
Although the addition of Jazzman’s to the lineup for food has helped a little in the morn­
ing rush, there still needs to be another main dining place on campus (possibly on East 
Campus), to help out the growing number of students living in the Suites, the multiple 
apartments, and traditional residence dorms on lower campus. There is much to be done 
to the food situation here at PC. Although Raymond Hall and Sodexo have done a much 
better job this fall than last at providing an array of food to better cater to an individual’s 
dietary needs, the hours of Raymond still need to be extended. To have such limited time 
available to students to eat in Ray, particularly on weekends and nights, is causing stu­
dents to heavily rely upon money used at Slavin and Jazzman’s. If Raymond’s hours were 
 extended on nights and weekends, and if there was another major dining facility in the
East Campus, students here at PC would be much more satisfied with the eating situation 
on campus.—Jeff Gahan ’ll
More government is the last thing we need. Prior to last week’s $700 billion govern­
ment bailout of Wall Street, 166 disgruntled academic economists signed a letter to con­
gressional leaders in opposition to the plan. One of the signers was Jeffrey A. Miron, sen­
ior economics lecturer at Harvard University. In an editorial for CNN, Miron explained 
that, “The current mess would never have occurred in the absence of ill-conceived fed­
eral policies,” and thus, federal lawmakers should be barred from attempting to “fix bad 
government with more government.” The alternative that Miron and his fellow econo­
mists proposed is to let the troubled financial institutions declare bankruptcy. He writes 
that the federal bailout rewards bad behavior insofar as it “encourages companies to take 
large, imprudent risks and count on getting bailed out by government.” Bankruptcy, on 
the other hand, “punishes those who took excessive risks while preserving those aspects 
of a business that remain profitable,” thus allowing for future profit for someone else. 
With the passage of this massive bailout bill, however, what we have instead of free mar­
ket capitalism and individual responsibility is the increasing nationalization of the finan­
cial and housing markets. Freedom will not reign in America in the midst of an ever 
expanding central government.—Mark Scirocco ’10
What would Miley do? Miley Cyrus recently told reporters she would vote for Barack 
Obama if she could vote in the upcoming election. I feel good now, calm. I am thinking 
rationally. Another vote for Barack. Let’s face it, supporters of Barack Obama are just 
cooler than McCain’s. Robert De Niro supports Obama. So does Chris Rock! Who is 
 cooler than Chris Rock? No one—exactly. Let’s see if McCain can get talent like that.
Oh, Daddy Yankee? Wasn’t he that guy that mumbled that song? Yeah, yeah, that one. 
 What’s that you say? Robert Du Vail? Please, Tom Hagins was never a true member of 
the family. Lame. Samuel L. Jackson also supports Obama. And that guy is in everything. 
Ten bucks says he gets a cabinet spot. Come November, I want you to think of these peo­
ple when you vote. Sorry Miley, if you can even vote. Because I really trust them. Most 
of them, having the knowledge of a four-year-old who just stuck his curious finger into 
an ever-so-attractive light socket. I sure know who I’m voting for. Especially after hear­
ing who else is voting for him. If I can try to sway your vote though, Kevin Sorbo of tele­
vision’s Hercules is supporting John McCain. But let’s be real, no one ever watched that 
show anyway.—Mike Pettinari ’09
Facing the truth. In a very sobering statement this past Sunday, Britain’s commander 
in Afghanistan claimed that “We’re not going to win this war. It’s about reducing it to a 
manageable level of insurgency that’s not a strategic threat and can be managed by the 
Afghan army.” While no one may like Brigadier Mark Carleton-Smith’s statement, the 
sobering truth has to be accepted. While the Afghani police and army have made great 
improvements in their operational abilities, the Taliban insurgency have claimed time and 
again that they will not negotiate with the Western “invaders.” Clearly then, the Afghani 
government and people must continue to step up and ostracize the insurgency, not only 
militarily, but socially as well. As long as even a tiny minority of Afghanis protects and 
shelters the insurgency (as some have), there can be no peace in either the West or 
Afghanistan itself. All the terrorists and their helpers are preventing at this point is a dem­
ocratic, native Afghani, Muslim government from being able to completely rule itself and 
act for the best interests of their people on the world stage.—Andrew Sparks ’09
“The future ain’t what it used to be.” The Onion had this great bit once: “When the 
Internet went down for three hours earlier today, it plunged the nation into productivity.” 
A riot and, if society didn’t rely on the internet to function, probably close to the truth. But 
it makes you think about this dazzling new age of technology: Phillips recently showcased 
futuristic ambient windows (which light up different colors, eliminating the need for 
nature), Sony is working on ultra thin, flexible video screens, and the world is fused 
together by code floating through the air. There’s a paradox in all that though: We’re so 
connected with everyone in the world via technology that we are becoming void of actu­
al social interaction. Video conferences, AIM, and Facebook have replaced physical meet­
ings. Eventually they’ll be fake daylight and robots befriending us instead of people. As 
it is people have little time for one another: Family dinners are non-existent, movies are 
flashier and dumbed down, news is shorter to keep diminished attention spans and we’re 
all addicted to caffeine. All this points toward an efficient and aesthetically pleasing 
future, but one lacking character, nostalgia and meaning. Society will lose its personality, 
Soylent Green will probably be people and everyone else will just be numbers in a data­
base or those fat blobs from Wall-E. If you finished reading this you’re behind the curve, 
which is fine because it means you’re still in the present.—John Vaghi ’10
Fey goes too far. This past weekend’s Saturday Night Live ran yet another elec­
tion-oriented political skit featuring the vice-presidential debate between Senator Joe 
Biden and Governor Sarah Palin. Queen Latifah, who stepped in to portray commen­
tator Gwen Iffle, asked Tina Fey, who continued her role as Sarah Palin, a question 
regarding the extension of same-sex rights to the entire country. Part of Fey’s 
response is as follows: “I believe marriage is meant to be a sacred institution 
between two unwilling teenagers.” This comment is undoubtedly geared towards 
Palin’s pregnant daughter Bristol and her decision to wed her long-time boyfriend 
Levi Johnson. Fey’s remark was absolutely out of line and entirely inappropriate. 
Regardless of personal political views, it should be acknowledged that every candi­
date in any election deserves a level of respect, especially when the politics and slan­
der are unfairly brought upon their family. Even Senator Barack Obama has stated 
that families are “off-limits.” Bristol is an ordinary teenager who has come to a very 
difficult point in her life, and the last thing that she needs is for the entire country to 
be laughing at her expense. Tina Fey, who is often thought of as a genuine role model 
for young girls, is also a co-writer and star of the 2004 American hit comedy Mean 
Girls. The film’s message involves the difficulties of teenage life and the effect it can 
have on young girls. So how does humiliating Bristol Palin on national television 
relate to Fey’s message? Furthermore, it is a disgrace that the producers of SNL not 
only approve the airing of this type of gross disparage, yet take pleasure in it and 
applaud its reception. We should be unsurprised however, as NBC’s lack of profes­
sionalism is fully becoming of the mainstream liberal media’s pattern of thoughtless 
political slander.—Joe Sirianni ’10
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L’ esprit d’un Revolution
by Conor Leary ’ll
Portfolio Staff
His breath caught in his throat as the 
order was given and for a single moment in 
history, five lives breathed as one. The 
consequence was cataclysmic in the eyes 
of one of the condemned, 
FICTION whose eyes were sparkling 
like the hovering silver blade, 
a second from recognizing 
gravity’s pull. He didn’t dare blink—what 
kind of a revolutionary would he be if he 
feared death, if he feared the punishment 
ruthlessly extended to him from the most 
immoral government? The instruction was 
given by the bourgeois leader and the exe­
cutioners standing beside each guillotine 
released the ropes, their faces hidden by 
black hoods. One solitary and single breath 
engulfed the victims and echoed through 
the crowd of spectators who had quieted 
their raucous shouting now that the rebels 
were being executed.
Death was near and allowed for no 
screams in Paris that day.
The moment was lost, life prolonged as 
the condemned man beneath the center- 
most guillotine recognized the halt in time. 
The heavy blade, glittering in the grim 
light of the day, had indeed dropped, but 
had stopped halfway in its fall, as if his 
executioner had experienced a change of 
heart and caught the lasso. He turned his 
head to the side and found that the execu­
tioner was motionless, his bones somehow 
cemented in place. His eyes, bulging from 
beneath the curtain of death he wore, 
stared at something in the distance without 
a stir. He looked down the stage where he 
and the other revolutionaries were set over 
baskets woven for the sole purpose of 
catching his rebellious mind. He found 
everyone as still as the executioner. The 
joints in his neck whined as he moved, his 
mind pondering what had happened, espe­
cially when he was able to sit up and see 
the entire city still.
He could not fathom the possibility that 
some spell or charm had been placed on 
the city of Paris, for magic was simple 
superstition in the revolution’s era, a peri­
od where speaking of foresight and charms 
would place anyone in his exact position. 
He sat on the edge of his deathbed: a splin­
tered piece of wood set beneath the dan­
gerous blade with straps to hold the crimi­
nal down. He gazed out into the crowd, his 
mind also very focused on the blade hover­
ing without movement just above the spot 
where his head used to lie.
Image from artstor.org
The country’s people, wielding agricul­
tural tools and lit torches, were motionless. 
The flames halted from devouring feasts of 
dry wood. There was absolutely no breeze 
on the frigid day. Faces were frozen in a 
variety of ways, features eternally reflect­
ing the trauma, fear, and rebellion every 
French citizen knew and every French cit­
izen discouraged to remain alive. The con­
demned soul had no idea how long this 
immobility of time would last, but he 
moved swiftly, snapping the restraints 
binding his wrists and leaping for freedom. 
He stepped cautiously around his means of 
execution, the horrid French innovation 
known as the guillotine, whose first victim 
was its very creator. He watched its heavy 
blade as he stepped in front of it, but once 
he had stepped away he felt pulled towards 
it again. He stood alone on the stage, alone 
due to the fact that he was the only one 
allowed to move.
He observed the crowd from a place 
where he was not supposed to stand: cen­
ter-stage with a view of peasant and noble­
man alike. He glared at the magistrate 
operating the rituals of his execution and 
knew that his life was in the hands of this 
official. The executioners all carried dag­
gers in their belts and the swiftest slice 
could get at the tyrant’s throat. He wore 
nothing traditional, but wore a grin of 
complacence at his terrifying authority. 
The condemned man took a step towards 
the executioner nearest to his guillotine.
He did not care if time resumed motion 
after he struck down the tyrant. He had 
accepted death in the instant before the 
guillotine was dropped, before time gave 
him a second chance. He had been sen­
tenced to a lethal punishment for stealing 
bread for his starving family and in turn 
incited a riot. He had hollered as its leader 
for a “Free France,” for a France he knew 
as a child and the people had listened. He 
wanted to grab the blade from the execu­
tioner’s belt and run at the magistrate, to 
kill him for killing him. He had committed 
no crime. He had reminded France of what 
it had been in the past and what it could be 
if the nation banded together to extermi­
nate its tyrants. His hand froze before the 
tyrant’s execution could unfold and unlock 
time from its bind. The condemned man 
could not operate his hand to perform such 
a service. His eyes fled the metallic men­
ace and he turned to face his audience.
He saw their trauma, fear, and most 
importantly, the revolution again in their 
faces. He raised his chin strongly and with 
the eloquence of a public speaker only 
introducing a far greater orator, he spoke, 
seeing far beyond the boundaries of Paris. 
He saw France’s future in the beyond, but 
saw the pawns of its freedom standing hor­
rified in time’s constraints. His frustration 
existed in them all and as they waited to 
witness their countrymen die, time allowed 
him to see it in their eyes. Their revolt 
would come; his death among others 
would trigger it all. Justice for the unjustly 
punished, justice for the people.
“Vive la Revolution.”
The condemned man returned to his 
deathbed and lay there, unbound by leather 
straps. The spell he had cast whispered 
through the crowd even as time regained 
its motion. Five silver blades plummeted 
and five empty baskets were filled.
Don’t Call Me Sweetheart
by Katie Caliva ’10
Portfolio Editor
The Home Depot in Smithfield opens at 
6:00 a.m., but more disturbing is the fact 
that when I showed up two hours and fif­
teen minutes after the doors were unlocked 
the place was already hopping.
RANT It was not however, peopled 
with your average shopper. 
No, the customers at the Home 
Depot on this Saturday morning were 
either professional contractors or that 
genus of people known as “weekend war­
riors.” In short, the type of people for 
whom waking up obscenely early on a 
Saturday and going to a home improve­
ment store is pretty routine.
I consider six o’clock antemeridian to 
be an ungodly hour for anything other than 
watching the sunrise after pulling an all- 
nighter with friends. Eight isn’t that much 
better, especially when I haven’t had any­
thing hot or caffeinated yet. But there I 
was, parking the car that I stole from my 
still slumbering roommate into a spot 
between two pick-up trucks. The owner of 
one of these looked at me quizzically as I 
squeezed by him and the giant vat of 
spackle that he was tossing into the bed of 
his truck. I smiled at him, wished him a 
good morning, and refrained from making 
a crack about spackle. (Hah, get it? 
Crack...spackle...fine, whatever.)
I got several other odd glances as I wan­
dered around the store trying to track down 
hoses, which—due to some system that I 
can t quite wrap my head around—are 
kept with cleaning supplies and not garden 
paraphernalia. I vaguely resented the feel­
ing that I was being viewed as anomaly in 
the crop of Saturday morning customers, 
but it was a relatively fair judgment. It’s 
true that my father s influence has made 
me relatively handy: I own a toolkit, and I 
can fix my bike and assemble bookshelves 
with it. When it comes down to it, howev­
er, I’m baffled by two-thirds of the prod­
ucts that they sell at Home Depot. And I’m 
perfectly okay with admitting that, so if I 
had needed any sort of assistance, I would 
have sought it from one of those fine indi­
viduals wearing cheery orange aprons.
I eventually found the hoses, grabbed a 
couple, picked up a couple of buckets, and 
a few miscellaneous items, and started to 
make my way to the cash register. I was lit­
erally two yards from the counter when a 
middle-aged man who was no doubt 
extremely well-intentioned stopped me.
“Do you need help, sweetheart?”
Now, it’s my opinion that even among 
lovers that particular term of endearment 
tends toward condescension. So a perfect 
stranger using it is tantamount to patting 
me on the head like a spaniel. I would have 
loved to tell him so too, but the same par­
ents who instilled the sense of feisty inde­
pendence that impelled me to deplore this 
individual also instilled extremely courte­
ous manners.




by Nicole Amaral ’10
Asst. Portfolio Editor
History claims three generations 
in three room houses scattered 
along a sandy hill gently 
sloping down to meet the bay.
The Point
Liquid mountains converge from either side 
rising and melting over each other 
forming new ripples with each silent crash
Piles of green seaweed, dried and brittle 
sun-bleached clam shells 
eel grass praising the breeze 
sunshine forming diamonds on the sea.
I like the little things 
that no one else notices 
the little things 
that are for myself.
P tfolioThe Cowlor
Page 23
The Cowl 24 Portfolio October 9, 2008
Puppy 
Love
by Kaly Thayer ’10
Portfolio Staff
I rubbed up against his legs and he bent 
over to grab me by my neck. The ruffle and 
scuffle and scratch felt so nice, and he did 
it for extra long this time. Mmmm. . .I 
wonder why. There are all 
FICTION these big square things around 
the house now, and they all 
smell like him, like his sheets 
and his shoes and his socks. At least they 
were there a little while ago, they’re all 
gone now. It still smells like him though.
He sat with me when I got breakfast this 
morning, his hand on my head, scratching 
behind my ears. It took me extra long to 
eat it all. I think he gave me extra, 
because I can usually finish it 
all real quick. Then, when I 
have my head in his lap 
under the table, he gave me 
some of his bacon. That was 
good, so good: I don’t get bacon 
often. They sat at the table extra long this 
time, I don’t know why. They were talking, 
but they didn’t seem to have any extra 
food. If they did, they didn’t give it to me.
Afterwards he went outside with me. He 
got a new tennis ball. I can tell by how 
bright it was, how it smelled all new and 
didn’t already taste like dirt and grass. He 
threw it for me a whole bunch of times, 
and then some extra times, until I crawled 
back on my belly across the grass to him 
panting. He smiled at me and laughed at 
me and scratched my ears again, then my 
belly. Mmml love it when he does that. He 
did it again when they let me back inside, 
and all the big square things that smelled 
like him were gone.
They talked more, him and the bigger 
ones, the ones that he listens to and the 
ones that tell him where to sit and stay. 
They said things to him, and their faces 
started to look strange, and they started to 
smell like seawater. He got my leash out: I 
like my ieash. It means he’s going to take 
me outside, and I always like that. Maybe 
we’ll go on an extra long walk today. It 
seems to be a day for extra things.
There’s this long yard he takes me to, 
where there aren’t any fences or other 
yards on the other side, or other dogs, or 
other boys. He lets me off my leash there, 
and I can run around in the weeds and the 
sand and the water. He runs with me, and I 
really like that.
We run extra far today, and I find a 
gopher in a hole who won’t come out to 
play with me. I try to tell him I won’t hurt 
it too much, if I can just get it out of its 
hole. I know he doesn’t understand, he just 
scratches my ears and smiles and laughs at 
me. That’s all I wanted though. I like it 
when he does that.
We run back along the big dirt yard to 
get back to my yard, back home. He’s 
slower than usual, and he weaves back and 
forth and calls to me, and we spend extra 
time looking around, digging in the dirt 
and playing. He catches me by 
my neck, and ruffle scuffle 
he wrestles me to the 
ground and I try to wriggle 
away to keep running but he 
scratches my belly and I really 
like that, so I stay still. He scratches extra 
long, and mmmm. . .I like that a lot.
We get back to my yard, back home, and 
the bigger ones still smell like seawater. 
Their faces are all shiny. They hold each 
other close, all of them, and I rub up 
against his legs. He bends over to grab my 
neck, ruffle scuffle scratch, for extra long.
Everything still smells like him. He took 
the big square things with him, but every­
thing still smells like him. He left yester­
day, and I can’t find him, because every­
thing still smells like him.
But he always leaves when he comes 
back, and I bet he’ll be back this time too. 
The bigger ones keep talking about him, 
and I hear them say these funny things, 
“dorm” and “college” and other strange 
things that I don’t understand.
But he always comes back. Maybe there 
will be another extra day when he does. 
Maybe I’ll go curl up with that new tennis 
ball, and save it for him. We’ll have anoth­
er extra day then. Mmmm. . .I’d like that.
Florence, Italy
by Talla Pinzarri ’10 
Contributing Writer
My interpersonal communications pro­
fessor here in Florence told my class that 
80 percent of communication between 
human beings is done through body lan­
guage and non-verbal paralanguage (tone 
of voice, speed, etc.), while a mere 20 per­
cent is done with words.
Knowing little to no Italian upon my 
arrival in Firenze, I was resigned to getting 
my point across with gestures and erratic 
pointing that, quite frankly, made me look 
like the stereotypical mono-lingual 
American fool. I soon came to see for 
myself, however, that the human experi­
ence traverses the language barriers of the 
world in the most everyday ways. Emotion 
is the same in every country, and though 
humor can be interpreted differently 
depending on one’s cultural background, a 
shared irony of life’s trials and victories is 
easy to recognize. My first experience of 
this came in the form of a massive rainstorm.
As I completed a walking tour in the 
outskirts of Firenze, it unexpectedly began 
to pour. I don’t mean that it started to rain 
A Liquid Novocain
by Tom Nailor ’12
Portfolio Staff
Melted hops to form a drink
Frothy Novocain in hand
Slumped down into red-brown stool
Air is filled with acrid smoke
as amber pours from brownish bottle
Liquid filling rag-wiped glass
The window panes of plated glass 
Pain to be eased by an easy drink 
A spilling glass (no need for bottle) 
is clasped so tightly in worn hand
Head filled with wonderful haze, the smoke 
filling room as man fills the stool
Falling off the red-brown stool 
The slippery slope of tipping glass 
The thick blue fog, a full on smoke 
Another shot of dull, a drink 
Grabbing hungrily, claw like hand 
knocking over, breaking bottle
Couple walks in, orders brew in twin bottles 
Picking close together stools 
they clasp each other, hand in hand 
Empty feeling despite the glass 
He needs some more, another drink 
to fill up woe with blue blue smoke
The air is spinning, filled with smoke 
The tinny noise like clink of bottle 
Merely piano man playing for a drink 
He sits on bench instead of stool 
Smoky blue eyes, imprisoned by glass 
Deftly playing, a limber hand
And so he slips, dropping hand 
The air so filled, so filled with smoke 
The tip of amber liquid in fragile glass 
has left the body in the bottle 
Sallying forth from spinning stool 
Far too much, too many drinks to drink
And so the glass is cold ‘gainst hand
The frothy drink has left the smoke
of hazy nothing from a bottle near slowly spinning stool
Fiction and Poetry 
Contest Sponsored 
by The Alembic
Submit a poem or work 
of short fiction to
The Alembic,
PC’s literary magazine.
Bring submissions to 
the English 
Department in Library 
110.








it seemed like I was trapped underneath 
Niagara Falls. Luckily for me (a girl with 
no sense of direction) the trip ended in a 
part of the city with which I was unfamil­
iar. Needless to say, I got a little lost on the 
way home. Even though I was only about 
15-20 minutes from my apartment, it took 
me nearly two hours to finally arrive due to 
the impossibility of running more than a 
few steps through the downpour until I was 
completely blinded by the monsoon.
As the clouds broke open, everyone in 
the streets ran to the doorways of stores. 
Glancing down the road, all that could be 
seen were several hundred people pressed 
together in little entryways. Umbrellas 
sprang up like blossoms, dotting the mono­
chrome streets with bursts of color, and 
instantly everyone was in the same boat.
The first doorway that I took refuge in 
was already inhabited by a group of mid­
dle-aged Florentines; friends joking with 
one another about whose feet had gotten 
the wettest. They didn’t speak any English, 
but they smiled at me in pity 
at how I shivered. (Did I men­
tion that at this point the sky had 
begun to hurl hail stones roughly the 
size of quarters?)
“Ohhh freddo! Freddo!” they said to 
me. The rain let up a tiny bit and everyone 
came to a multi-lingual decision to leave 
our stoop and brave the storm.
“Ciao, Ciao!” they shouted to me.
I replied with a hearty “Good luck!” and 
a brave face, as if they might understand 
my hopeful wishes for their survival.
The next doorway I ducked into was in 
front of a shoe store where a middle-aged 
blond couple stood with their lopsided 
umbrella. While they didn’t sound Italian, 
they certainly didn’t speak any English. 
After about 25 minutes of us standing 
there, the owner of the store came out and 
impatiently motioned for us to leave a path 
to the entrance for potential customers. 
The three of us smirked at one another as 
if to say, “What customers?” and all broke 
out into laughter. The blond man continued 
to build jokes off of the encounter and 
even though I didn’t understand a word of 
his language, I laughed wholeheartedly at 
his comedy that needed no translation.
Though my Italian classes are now 
beginning to equip me with more of a ver­
bal foundation for communication over 
here, it was refreshing in my state of cul­
ture shock (make that electrocution) to 
know that words are not always necessary.
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The Pursuit
by Alex BetGeorge ’ll
Portfolio Staff
The grey air of dusk 
weaves between 
the wet foliage.
Her hood falls back as 
she raises her face 
to let her skin taste 
the rain,
when she catches a slight figure, 
its pale skin
like silver splinters 
between the leaves.
Her eyes shift (slowly) 
tracing the creature’s 
reedy limbs.
But the stillness ceases 
when the sprite begins 
to play his fife.
She then dashes toward him, 
arms outstretched, 
but he spins away, 
waltzing in a path 
over roots, below branches. 
Twigs and thorns tear her dress, 
her skin, 
leaving gleaming seams 
of red.
Mist condenses 





broken chords in her throat 
drown the elfin notes 
that she pursues.
His locks tangle in the taunting melody 
of his fife.
graze the tips 
of the hairs 
on his head.
And she raises her eyes in dread 
to see that his 
are stone.
She comes to him 
in somber dress, 
knelt in the Earth, 
her fingers intertwined 
like vines 
behind her back, 
daring not to 
gaze 
at his beauty.
City in the Sky
by Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff
Child is bom by angels’ feet
A mile in the sky
Above our vice and our deceit
Who knew we’d get so high
Once I stood in the highest breeze
The clouds all drifting by
And searched from the spire a love for me 
A love with my love for the sky
The empty spaces in between
The ancient sea and our steel-clad sky 
We filled them in as she stood by me 
And the world below passed by
We knew our fate and didn’t say
But lived with the happier lie
Loved like in old sunlit gossamer days 
Despaired not with more than a sigh
And that day came when we didn’t smile
But neither did we cry
And our brothers below put their tempers to trial 
Till our faith in fits did fly
I pull myself in from the rain
And the wrath of an angry sky
And look back down at the ground again
And it’s a long, long way to die
Child is bom by the rubble and grief
Of the city in the sky
But he knows why our stay was brief
When we finally got so high.
Tiffany&Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable 
place, one letter at a time...
This Week...
Trysts Transmitted by Texts
Dear Tormented:
The way I see it 
you can handle this 
odd situation of 
yours in one of two 
fairly similar ways.
First, you can 
choose to apologize 
to this girl for what­
ever you said to her 
when you thought
that she was one of your friends playing a 
prank. I’m assuming that when you said 
that you played along with it you mean that 
you sent replies that would encourage her 
in her affection toward you. You need to 
set the matter straight. Something to the 
effect of “Hey, I’m sure that you’re really 
nice but I don’t like to meet girls this way,” 
would do nicely. It’d be the equivalent of a 
“Dear John...” letter in this impersonal, 
digital age.
Your other option is actually to meet her. 
Send her a text message back and say that 
you’d like to have a cup of coffee with her 
and figure out how this whole sordid mess 
came about. I’m personally a fan of this 
option since face-to-face conversation is 
an art that our generation has lost.
Now the caveat: If it turns out that this 
girl is a crazy stalker, which is possible, 
either of the above decisions could result 
in some rather nasty repercussions. It’s 
very true that hell hath no fury like a 
woman scorned, and it’s even truer that 
deranged girls take rejection even more 
poorly than the run-of-the-mill female. 
And I’m sure that you can imagine how a 
tete-a-tete might take a turn for the worse 
if she’s less than emotionally stable.
Let’s be optimistic though. I’m sure that 
this girl either has the wrong person entire­
ly, or is just a sweet young lady too shy to 
talk to you in person. Either way she 
deserves to be let down gently.
Best of luck!
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
The other night I got a text message from this girl that said she loved 
me. The thing is, I didn’t recognize the number so I figured that it was 
one of my buddies messing with me. So I decided to go along with it. 
But as it turns out, it is actually some girl that I’ve never met but who 
is pretty convinced that she’s in love with me.
What should I do about it?
—Tormented by Texts
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com
Dear Text Dork:
First of all, in order 
to advise you proper­
ly and with any sort of 
honesty or accuracy, I 
would need to meet 
you and this twisted 
tramp. Most would be 
extremely turned off 
or even scared, sur­
rounding themselves
with broken glass before sleeping and keep­
ing a can of bear mace nearby just in case. 
However, you could be off-base and instead 
of your friends screwing with you, this girl 
could just be razzing you. An anonymous 
confession of love is not something you 
would text. Though I might be too old to real­
ize what you crazy kids consider copasetic 
these days, the point is, one of you is 
absolutely deranged.
Let's assume that you are well-informed 
and this story is solid (and let’s assume you 
look like Scott Bakula in his hey day, I’m 
talking Quantum Leap Bakula). Let’s also 
assume you folks are as balanced as a com­
plete breakfast with Cap’n Crunch. Here are 
five simple rules when deciding on a possible 
mate (single evening or extended romp).
One: Never break character and always 
stick to your story. If she thinks you are a 
Basque freedom fighter then that’s what you 
are for the duration of whatever relationship 
you form.
Two: Never try too hard. It seems this 
chick has that covered anyway.
Three: Never hook up with an ex-girl­
friend. I’m assuming she is not.
Four: Never hook up with one of your 
friend’s ex-girlfriends. Again I will assume 
she doesn’t fall into this category.
Five: Most importantly never, ever feel 
sorry for what you do. If this girl ends up 
being a complete nutter, don't worry— it’s 
just a girl. A very Zen final rule. Clear your 
mind and realize that all matter is the same, 
chair, cup, parking cone, crazy girl with a 
knife: all inanimate and disposable objects.
Tiffany
EARL
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores - Standings - Statistics - Schedules - Standouts
Standouts
David McCarthy





McCarthy led the Friar harriers into the top-25 
national rankings by finishing 12th in the Notre 
Dame Invitational in 23:58.
Chamberlain recorded 19 saves in goal last week 
for Providence and notched one shutout. For her 




Women’s Soccer at Cincinnati T, 1-1 (OT) Friday, 10/10
Women’s Cross Country at Notre Dame Invite Ind. Results Women’s Soccer at West Virginia 7:00 p.m.
Men’s Cross Country at Notre Dame Invite Ind. Results Women’s Hockey vs. St. Lawrence 7:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball at SIU-Edwardsville L, 3-0
Women’s Ice Hockey at Ohio State L, 2-1 Saturday, 10/11
Men’s Soccer vs. West Virginia 1:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10/4 Women’s Cross Country at NE Championships 12:00 p.m.
Men’s Soccer at Seton Hall L, 3-2 Men’s Cross Country at NE Championships 12:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball at Quinnipiac, at Chicago W, 3-1, W, 3-1 Field Hockey vs. Rutgers 1:00 p.m.
Women’s Field Hockey at Villanova W, 3-0 Women’s Hockey vs. Colgate 7:00 p.m.
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Ohio State L, 3-2
- Sunday, 10/12
Sunday, 10/5 Women’s Soccer at Pittsburgh 1:00 p.m.
Women’s Soccer at Louisville T, 1-1 (OT) Field Hockey vs. Boston University 3:00 p.m.
Women’s Field Hockey at Princeton L, 2-0
Tuesday, 10/14
Tuesday, 10/7
Women’s Volleyball at Sacred Heart W, 3-0
Women’s Volleyball vs. CCSU 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 10/15
Wednesday, 10/8
Men’s Soccer vs. Connecticut W, 3-0
Men’s Soccer vs. Bryant 3:00 p.m.
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In Training:
Thoughts on Marathon Preparation
Editor’s Note: Dan O’Brien ’09 and J.T. Scanlan, Ph.D., associate professor of English are both train­
ing for the United States Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, D.C, at the end of October. They will 
be sharing their thoughts on what it is like to train for and run a marathon in this weekly feature.
The Professor The Student
by J.T. Scanlan
Guest Columnist
A standard image of the amateur long­
distance runner depicts him or her in any 
number of bucolic places, but almost 
always alone. In 1958, the British writer 
Alan Sillitoe presented this image indeli­
bly in his then famous story, “The 
Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner.” 
“[A]s soon as I take that first flying leap 
out into the frosty grass of an early morn­
ing,” writes the cunning, brash narrator, 
“when even birds don’t have the heart to 
whistle, I get to thinking, and that’s what I 
like. . . It’s a treat, being a long-distance 
runner, out in the world by yourself with 
not a soul to make you bad-tempered or 
tell you what to do.” Although most of the 
stylistic and intellectual hallmarks of the 
writing of Sillitoe and other so-called 
Angry Young Men have little or no influ­
ence today, Sillitoe’s passage still res­
onates, at least for runners.
But while it may capture something 
important about the act of running itself, 
it doesn’t capture the essence of training 
for a marathon, especially when one’s 
training take place in and around a col­
lege campus during the fall 
term. It doesn’t capture the 
camaraderie.
In conversation, running, 
as an ice-breaker, tends to 
bring a smile to people’s faces, 
and marathon running, a crooked smile. 
I’ve met numerous runners on the path 
alongside the Charles River near Harvard 
who, I suspect, are more friendly, more 
vivacious, and less suspicious of human 
motive when we share a few words about 
running than they probably are when they 
talk with people in other areas of their 
daily lives. Last Sunday, for example, as I 
reached roughly the 11 -mile mark, I passed 
a complete stranger wearing both a high- 
tech, sweat-releasing Marine Marathon 
shirt and a black utility belt loaded down 
with three hand-grenade sized plastic bot­
tles of “replenishment” drink. “Marine 
Marathon!” I said, cheerfully and boldy. 
She responded with a huge smile and a the­
atrical wave.
“See you there,” I replied. I saluted her 
with a thumbs up, as I moved on.
Here on the PC campus, relative 
strangers have been equally chipper this 
fall. Before a recent meeting of the Faculty 
Senate, I had a wonderful conversation 
with a woman whose ideas on a Senate 
matter I could not support. What did we 
talk about? Her own upcoming 5K race, 
and, more broadly, the many different peo­
ple we know around campus who run. 
Banter about injuries and middle age gave 
way to thoughts on how great it would be 
for some of us to get together.
The effect of this chat? Although I can’t 
speak for her, for me the high spirits of our 
pre-Senate chat reaffirmed the truth that 
we would be debating ideas, not people, in 
the hours (alas) to come. My side narrow­
ly lost and I’m eager to hear her tales about 
her 5K. Perhaps we’ll go for a run togeth­
er soon (if we can make time in our own 
schedules!). Running, in short, may be one 
of the best obstacles to viewing academic 
debate as largely personal.
The camaraderie running promotes isn’t 
limited to runners, of course. As Dan and 
I said to one another at lunch last Friday, 
we’ve both been delighted by the encour­
Late Night Madness
Friday, October 17
aging remarks and comic jabs, we’ve 
received since we began writing these 
columns. This past Tuesday, one of my 
colleagues asked whether I’d gone for my 
daily run. Only two days after completing 
a 13-mile run all over Cambridge and 
Boston, I answered her, with a modicum of 
pride, “Yeah, I managed to get up very 
early today and do a 7-miler.”
Grinning, she said (in front of another 
colleague!), “Seven miles just won’t cut 
it.” True enough, of course. Seven is not i 
even one-third of 26. But much more 
important, she and I laughed together! As 




trators do at 
many fine lib­
eral arts col-  
leges through­
out the land, we 
speak here at 
Providence 
College of the joys 
of teaching and 
learning. But we 
often don’t talk as 
much about the long 
hours of work, and tough intel­
lectual debate, on which these joys 
depend. All the more essential, therefore, 
are those activities like running that pro­
mote our reaching out to one another.
Many years ago, a great Renaissance 
scholar, A. Bartlett Giamatti, wrote mov­
ingly on what another sport, baseball, 
offers us at just this time of year. In “The 
Green Fields of the Mind,” Giamatti 
lamented, “It breaks your heart. It is 
designed to break your heart. The game 
begins in the spring, when everything else 
begins again, and it blossoms in the sum­
mer, filling the afternoons and evenings, 
and then as soon as the chill rains come, it  
stops and leaves you to face the fall alone. 
You count on it, rely on it to buffer the 
passage of time, to keep the memory of  
sunshine and high skies alive, and then 
just when the days are all twilight, when  
you need it most, it stops.”
The son of a deeply loved professor of 
Italian at Mount Holyoke, Giamatti, a pro­
fessor of English at Yale, spent almost his 
entire life in the groves of academe. And as 
a university president, he knew the poten­
tially corrosive power of academic debate 
all too well, as his surprisingly truncated 
time at the helm of Yale proved. Evidently, 
he sought in baseball a place to recuperate.
But baseball didn’t help him much in 
New Haven, it appears.
And so I wonder: maybe Giamatti cul­
tivated the wrong sport. The chill of early 
autumn, the hint of chimney smoke in the 
air, the due dates of mid-terms and first 
papers, and the renewed collegiality 
among students and faculty: in college, 
mid-October signals the true beginning of 
the college year, when our ideals for our­
selves are still intact, when we remain 
hopeful. In college, it is precisely when 
“the days are all twilight” that we know 
we’ve finally settled in and have resolved, 
yet again, to try to do our best.
If this is so, could there be a better time 
and place to train for a marathon than 
October on a college campus?
by Dan O’Brien ’09
Guest Columnist
At almost every street corner there are 
signs that read “Yield to Pedestrians”, and 
over the past week it has dawned on me 
that most drivers fail to abide by this law. 
Whether drivers fail to pay attention or are 
distracted by cell phones or iPods, there 
seems to be a nationwide concern that our 
roadways are not safe for other drivers, let 
alone pedestrians.
I don’t want to sound like a parent, but I 
think that it is definitely important to be 
cognizant of your surroundings. With the 
lack of daylight and the change of weather, 
there are adjustments that need to be made 
when you are running through traffic, 
changes that can benefit your safety and 
health. I cannot remember October being 
this cold, this early in recent years but it 
has forced me to adapt to the weather­
dress differently and run at different times. 
The sun is beginning to set earlier in the 
evening which causes a safety concern; it 
is common knowledge that there are cer­
tain neighborhoods around campus that 
change when the sun goes down. With this 
in mind, it may not be such a bad idea to 
completely reconfigure your route so that 
you are in more safe areas of Providence 
while the sun is out.
In addition to reconfiguring the route 
that you run to accommodate the change in 
daylight, it is also worthwhile to invest in 
clothes that are either bright in color or 
have reflective material stitched in the 
design. I have noticed that drivers tend not 
to turn on their lights in the early evening 
because they forget, so the bright color of 
your shirt or shorts can drastically reduce 
your chances of running into a situation 
which the driver is unaware of your pres­
ence on the road. The streets that boarder 
campus are all equipped with sidewalks 
and you should use them as much as possi­
ble, but when running on main roads with­
out sidewalks the rule of thumb is to run 
into traffic so that you can see the traffic as 
you approach it, not as it approaches you 
from behind.
Over the past few days I have dressed in 
layers, which while it the best way to stay 
healthy, has produced nothing but more 
work. First and foremost: I hate to do 
laundry and dressing in layers increases 
your laundry x3. Second: because I’m 
wearing so much extra gear I feel as 
though I am running slower so I uncon­
sciously increase my pace and by the end 
of my run my legs are exhausted.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m glad that I am 
healthy and cold-free, but these past few 
days have reminded how much I despise 
running in the “cold”. The frightening 
thing is that we have just entered the sec­
ond week of October: two more weeks of 
chilly weather and long runs.
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Madness on
Its Way to 
Herald New 
Season
by Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff
It’s that time, again. In a week, the PC 
community will descend upon Mullaney 
Gym at Alumni Hall for the yearly tradi­
tion that is Late Night (who are we kid­
ding, it’s really Midnight, but 
OPINION we don’t want to get sued) 
Madness. This is the official 
start to the college basketball 
season, and the “beginning” of the Keno 
Davis era at Providence College.
This night of excitement is really just a 
culmination of a week’s worth of events. 
There will be many things going on 
throughout the week including a 3-point 
contest in Peterson running from Tuesday 
to Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m., a Black and 
White dance Saturday night, Oct. 18, and 
t-shirt sales in Ray Cafe Tuesday through 
Thursday at lunch and dinner.
The night of madness, things will begin 
at Schneider Arena, as the Men’s Hockey 
Team opens its season against Hockey East 
rival Northeastern at 7. Once the Friars 
win, fans can make the short walk to 
Alumni Hall where the fun can continue.
Once inside, they’ll be treated to per­
formances by the PC Pep Band, who’ll be 
making the trek across campus following 
the hockey game, PC Cheerleaders, Dance 
Team, Dance Company, Dance Club, 
BMSA, and BOP. Student Congress will 
host the event and will have more details in 
the week to come.
Jon Hope will be back this year to pump 
up the crowd and will perform throughout 
the night.
The night is capped as both the Men’s 
and Women’s Basketball Teams are intro­
duced to the crowd.
Late night madness is always great way 
to start the season for Friar fans.
All events mentioned above are at no 
charge to PC students.
Tune in Tuesdays at 4:00p.m. to hear
Ryan Holt live on WDOM 91.3 FM.
Email Ryan at rholt@providence. edu.




Many 3 -12 bed recently renovated 
apartments and full houses available. 
Houses on Oakland, Pembroke, 
Eaton, Pinehurst, and Tyndall. 
Most have new Bathrooms, new 
Kitchens, shiny Hardwood floors, 
Parking and Laundry.
Many also have phone, cable, and 
high speed internet connections in 
every room.
Check out pictures on our web site or 
call 401-952-0966 .for more details.
Spring Break 2009
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go 
Free.
Call for Group Discounts. 
Best Prices Guaranteed!
, Best Parties! - 
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
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Women’s Soccer Earns
Two Big East Ties
by John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor
The Providence College Women’s 
Soccer Team has been challenged, and 
they have responded. Although additions 
to the win column have been hard to come 
by as of late, two recent ties 
WOMEN’S against Louisville and 
SOCCER Cincinnati have moved the 
Friars to 0-2-2 in the Big 
East, and they are still very much alive.
Providence tied Louisville 1-1 on 
Sunday, Oct. 5, and Cincinnati 1-1 on 
Friday, Oct 3. Both games were road con­
tests, the second and third of their five- 
game road trip.
That the Friar defense held both high- 
power offenses to just one goal apiece 
speaks volumes about the defense’s capac­
ity, but it becomes necessary for the 
offense to capitalize on the defense’s solid 
play in these situations.
“[The two ties] are a testament to the 
defense,” said Friars Head Coach Jim 
McGirr. “The defense has been persistent 
all season, but they’re [the opposition] also 
holding us, and there has been a lack of 
goal scoring.”
And while another pair of Friar goals 
over the weekend would have secured two 
wins for the Friars, the offense has shown 
flashes of brilliance all season.
Providence started the scoring early 
against Louisville on a blazing shot by sen­
ior Kelly Petterson into the Louisville goal 
that was set up by a header by junior Jill 
Cambum. Petterson’s goal was her third of 
the season. Petterson, Cambum, junior 
Tara Ricciardi, and freshman Courtney 
Collins are tied for the team lead in goals 
with three apiece.
Later in the first period, Louisville was 
awarded a penalty shot in Friar territory, 
but the iron-wall play of sophomore goal­
tender Jill Schott kept the Cardinals off 
the scoreboard.
“Jill has come a long way,” said McGirr. 
“She is a sophomore, but she’s a freshman 
playing in the Big East, and it can be 
intimidating ... but she has stepped up and 
performed well.”
Indeed, Schott tied her career high in 
saves against Louisville with ten, and led 
the Friars in defending eleven Louisville 
comer kicks. The Friars have allowed the 
opposition only one goal in five of their 
last six contests. This is largely due to the 
Friars’ intensity.
“They have been consistent in their 
defensive mentality,” said McGirr.
This mentality was certainly pervasive 
against Cincinnati as well, although the 
Bearcats struck first late in the first period 
of play. Schott recorded nine saves on the 
day for a total of 19 on the weekend.
The hero of the game was Cambum, as 
her second period goal ensured the tie. 
Junior Nicole Benko sent a pass to 
Cambum, who fired for her third goal of 
the season. Cambum was on a tear over the 
weekend, earning nine shots altogether. 
For Cambum, the extra effort is paying off 
for herself and for the team. She was 
named to the Big East Women’s Soccer 
Honor Roll for her play last week.
“Jill’s work ethic and mentality are second 
to none,” said McGirr. “She is a true warrior.”
Ricciardi’s play over the weekend was 
also exceptional, especially given the extra 
attention that virtually all Big East defens­
es are paying her. In spite of this obstacle, 
Ricciardi’s play has not been affected, and
courtesy of sports info
Junior Jill Camburn was named to the 
Big East Women’s Soccer Honor Roll 
for her play last week.
she remains the heart of the midfield.
Camburn’s outlook must pervade the 
whole of the Providence squad as they are 
still on the hunt for their first Big East win 
of the season. And while some injuries 
have set in, and the road has gotten bumpi­
er, this is a team that recognizes what has 
to be done.
“Regardless of the adversity, we’ve 
overcome it,” said McGirr. “For this team 
it’s been nothing but adversity, but they 
will get through it.”
Providence returns to the field for the 
conclusion of its road trip on Friday, Oct. 
10 at West Virginia, and on Sunday, Oct. 
12 at Pittsburgh. The Friars will look to 
earn their first Big East wins of the season 
based on the same fundamentals that have 
earned them success thus far.
Field Hockey:
Friars Ranked No. 19 in Division
continued from back page
On Sunday, Oct. 5, the Friars had their 
three-game winning streak snapped with 
their 2-0 loss to Princeton. This win for 
Princeton marked its sixth victory in a row 
and its third shut-out of the season.
“This is why we schedule difficult 
games likes this-to be challenged and 
play at a higher level,” said Madl.
The Friars will continue their BIG 
EAST campaing on Sunday, October 


















Be sure to check out the
Eighth Annual Winter Sports Preview
in this week’s Cowl
Find out the latest about:
- The Keno Era of Friar Basketball
- The Swim Team’s 25th Anniversary
- The Women’s Hockey Team’s 
pursuit of a Hockey East Title
- PCI:Which Friar athlete is poised to 
have a breakout season?
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Women’s Hockey Drops Two to Ohio State
by Al Daniel ’ll 
Sports Staff
Early to play, early to learn, makes a team 
sharper, stronger, and more self-assured.
Or so Women’s Hockey Head Coach 
Bob Deraney hopes in launching the 
2008-09 game schedule a 
WOMEN’S mere four days after the 
HOCKEY annual preseason exhibi­
tion, versus the two-week 
waiting period that the Friars had fol­
lowed in recent years.
“You do it the same way so often that 
you wonder if you’re hurting yourself or 
helping yourself and you’ve got to be will­
ing to take a chance on something differ­
ent,” mused Deraney prior to last week­
end’s two-game series with Ohio State. 
“You’ve got to play the game sooner or 
later, and while I’d like to have another 
week to work on our forechecking and D- 
zone coverage, there really is no substitute 
for playing the game of hockey.
“As a coach, you can talk about it all 
you want, but the kids really don’t start to 
learn until they experience it, and that’s 
why I (scheduled this). Instead of me talk­
ing about it for two weeks and then maybe 
having the same result, I want them to 
learn right now so that the way we practice 
(next week), they’ll actually have experi­
ence in what we’re looking for.”
Not long after Saturday afternoon’s 
horn finalized a 3-2 PC shortcoming and 
the weekend sweep for the Buckeyes, 
Deraney surmised up front that his pupils 
should be looking for 60-minute energy. 
The Friars’ strike force seethed in 
lengthy spurts throughout the series but
MATT LONGOBARDI ’ 10/The Cowl
Sophomore forward Alyse Ruff had four shots on goal against Ohio State in the 
Friars’ 3-2 loss at the hands of Ohio State on Saturday, Oct. 4.
could neither sculpt a sturdy lead nor 
retain a consistent, fluid buzz for the 
length of the games.
“I thought that we didn’t play with as 
much jump and tenacity as we did in the 
third period (of Game 1) and I just think 
that has to do with playing six periods in 
less than 24 hours,” said Deraney. “It 
might be a conditioning thing. There’s a lot 
of young kids in our lineup who aren’t 
used to playing that type of hockey, so I 
credit a little bit of that to the end result.”
To their hungry credit, the numerically 
abundant freshman class pitched in 18 of 
the team’s cumulative 40 shots on goal in 
Friday night’s engagement, then combined 
for 14 of the Friars’ 33 registered bids on 
Saturday. In both outings, an individual 
rookie led the team SOG column (starting 
freshman forward Laura Verahanta with 
six on Friday, freshman blueliner Jennifer 
Friedman with five on Saturday).
And of the little offense Providence cul­
tivated, they did witness two individual 
career icebreakers -Veharanta packing the 
lone goal in Friday’s 2-1 loss and Abby 
Gauthier connecting for an early 1 -0 edge 
in Saturday’s outing.
Goaltender Genevieve Lacasse was 
given her first collegiate whirl on 
Saturday and withstood 32 of 35 Buckeye 
shots, including the entirety of a seven­
shot tempest within the first five minutes 
of the second period. And those shots that 
went through, most notably two third 
period conversions that abolished a 2-1 
PC lead, warranted an asterisk of sorts in 
Deraney’s book.
“Every goal that was scored on her was 
just a play where we lost some one-on- 
one battles where we really didn’t help 
her out,” he said. “She didn’t let in any 
shots, she let in three scrums. And our 
defensive responsibility is not to let those 
scrums happen.”
Similarly, Deraney yearns to flatten 
explicit wrinkles in his offensive corps, 
as evidenced by a power play produc­
tion famine.
The Friars were allotted nine advan­
tages over Friday’s match, ten on Saturday 
—including two savory 5-on-3 sequences 
in the second period, both lasting over 90 
seconds. But they only converted once via 
senior Mari Pehkonen—the Finnish flare’s 
second point in as many days—on their 
first two-player advantage at the 6:32 
mark, granting them their second short­
lived lead of the day.
“On the power play, there’s no doubt that 
they want to do the right thing,” Deraney 
allowed. “(But) so much so that they put 
themselves in disadvantaged positions 
around the net. They’re so intent on going to 
the cage when a shot is taken that all of a 
sudden the puck shoots right by them and 
they’re too close to the net (to retrieve it). 
You can’t fault them for doing the right 
thing, but they have to adjust and get into 
better positions to do things with the puck.”
Peace Corps
195 PROVIDENCE COLLEGE ALUMNI
HAVE SERVED OVERSEAS...
Friars Earn Three Wins on Week
Stop by and talk to a recruiter 
to find out how you can gain 
experience now to become a 
more competitive applicant.
Peace Corps at the
Career and Grad School Expo
Wednesday, October 15
Peace Corps at the Non-Profit Fair
Wednesday, October 22
Peace Corps Application Deadline
Wednesday, October 29
www.peacecorps.gov/application
The Providence College Women’s 
Volleyball Team played some of its best 
volleyball all season this past week in 
victories over Sacred Heart, Chicago 
State, and Quinnipiac.
The Friars went 2-1 in the Cougar 
Invitational in Chicago, Ill., and suffered 
just one loss to SIU-Edwardsville.
Senior Kelly Krahenbuhl registered 14 
digs Providence’s 3-0 sweep of Sacred 
Heart on Tuesday, Oct. 7, at home. The 
Friars won with scores of 25-14, 25-23 
and 25-19.
PC beat Chicago State 3-1 with scores 
of 25-27, 25-11, 25-15 and 25-11 for 
the final' match of the Cougar 
Invitational. Seniors Jeanette Toney 
and Elizabeth Flynn led the effort with 
20 kills and 19 kills, respectively. 
Toney registered a .514 hitting percent­
age in the match. She leads the team 
this season in blocks with a stellar 
count of 63.
The Toney-Flynn tandemwas also a 
major reason that Providence beat 
Quinnipiac 3-1. Toney had a season-high 
22 kills and Flyn registered 19 kills. 
Senior Sara Sheehan made a season-high 
47 assists in the match.
The only loss on the week for PC came at 
the hands of SIU-Edwardsville on Friday, 
Oct. 3. Although the Friars fell 3-0, 
Krahenbuhl extended her double-digit dig 
totals to six straight matches with 13 digs. 
Flynn leads the squad in all major statisti­
cal categories, and her play has set the 
tone for the Friars this season.
Providence’s win streak now stands at 
three matches, and their overall record is 
11-10 in the independent league.
The Friars return to action on Tuesday, 
Oct. 14, at 7:00 in the Mullaney 
Gymnasium against CCSU. There is much 
anticipation leading up to the Friars’ two 
matches against in-state rival Bryant and a 
November match against Rhode Island.
FRIARS.COM
Senior Kelly Krahenbuhl led the Friars with 13 digs against SIU-Edwardsville, 
and her stellar play was a major factor in Providence’s three wins.
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to 
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions 
either about PC sports or sports in general to 
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we'll do our 
best to answer them—and stir up a little 
debate if we can!
Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff
Who would you rather have on the mound in the bottom of the ninth if you are up 
by one run: Brad Lidge of the Phillies or Jonathan Papelbon of the Red Sox?
Here’s to Your Health: 
Preventing Breast Cancer
The role of closer has become such a 
volatile position, one year a guy is at the 
top of the league, the next he is strug­
gling and blowing games. Closers are 
responsible for preserving wins, but 
when that doesn’t happen, you have the 
2008 New York Mets. A team must take 
advantage of a situation where they 
catch lightning in a bottle. Take in point 
Keith Foulke. In 2004 he had 32 saves, 
an ERA of 2.17, and helped the Red Sox 
win their first World Series in 86 years. 
Unfortunately in 2005, Foulke had only 
15 saves, an ERA of 5.91, and didn’t 
even pitch in the Sox brief playoff stint. 
To me, Brad Lidge, and his recent hot 
streak, can lead the Phillies to an 
improbable World Series run.
At this time last year Brad Lidge had 
fallen of the face of the baseball world. 
His entire psyche was shaken from the 
homerun given up to Albert Pujols in 
the 2005 NCLS. Lidge had become a 
head case for the Astros and he was 
unable to duplicate his past success. It 
was time for he and the Astros to move 
on, which finally happened this offsea­
son when he was shipped to 
Philadelphia. The payoff for the 
Phillies, exceptional: 41 saves, 0 blown 
saves, an ERA of 1.95, and he has 
closed out all three Phillies wins in the 
playoffs. What’s most amazing about 
Lidge’s accomplishments is that he is 
doing it in a hitters-friendly ballpark. 
Citizens Bank Park is notorious for the 
long ball, but he has been unaffected 
thus far, giving up only one HR. Will 
Lidge repeat this success next year or 
any year after that? I’d bet against it. 
What I am certain of is calling on Brad 
Lidge to get the last out of the game in 
this year’s postseason.
- Chris Crawford '10 -Anthony Valentino '09
The game of baseball is ruled by one 
simple equation—quality pitching 
equals victories and victories lead to 
championships. Following Francisco 
Rodriguez’s record setting season for 
the Angels the significance of the closer 
has once again been entered the lime­
light. Go no further then the New York 
Mets, a team which tumbled out of play­
off contention with a bullpen thrown 
into disarray minus Billy Wagner, for 
evidence of the closer’s fundamental 
importance. The aforementioned K-Rod, 
Mariano Rivera, and Brad Lidge are 
notorious for their late game pitching; 
however with a one run lead in the ninth 
inning there is perhaps no one better 
than Jonathan Papelbon.
The Red Sox closer epitomizes con­
sistency in anchoring the bullpen. 
Papelbon boasts a career ERA of 1.84 
while closing out 113 of his 127 save 
opportunities the past three seasons. 
Getting big hits in critical situations has 
proved futile for opposing teams who 
sport just a .194 average against the 27 
year old reliever. Since catapulting him­
self into Boston’s bullpen in 2005, it is 
no coincidence that the Red Sox have 
registered three playoff berths in four 
years. This includes a World Series title 
in 2007 with Papelbon securing the 
sweep with a save in Game 4.
Aside from success during the regular 
season Papelbon’s true value can be 
measured in the postseason. He has yet to 
allow an earned run in over 19 career 
playoff innings pitched. In this year’s 
ALDS versus Los Angeles Papelbon had 
consecutive two inning appearances in 
Games 2 and 3. He allowed just two hits 
while striking out seven in five innings 
pitched leading the Sox to an ALCS date 
with Tampa Bay.
by Casey Reutemann ’09
Sports Staff
A riddle: I’m silent and swift. I elude 
rhyme or reason. I am unbiased and unsys­
tematic. I disturb and destroy, leaving shaken 
bystanders to clean up my mess. You can run, 
and even hide, but you will 
HEALTH & catch a glimpse of me in your 
FITNESS lifetime. Who am I?
Breast cancer: not only the 
solution to this riddle, but, 
more ominously, one of the more enigmatic 
puzzles society faces today. To this undis­
criminating silent killer, it doesn’t matter who 
you are, what color your skin is or where 
you’re from. It doesn’t matter that your 
mom’s birthday is next month, or that your 
aunt ran a marathon last May. It doesn’t mat­
ter if you’re writing a book or thinking- 
about-thinking-about-maybe taking that 
vacation during the Holidays.
To breast cancer, a woman (and in some 
cases a man), is merely a target. It’s like hav­
ing a malicious, medical “Kick Me” post it 
note dangling from your upper back.
The estimation is that in 2008, 182,460 
women and 1,990 men new Breast Cancer 
“Kick Me” Post-its will be planted on the 
backs of unsuspecting victims. 40,480 
woman and 450 men will not survive. The 
numbers are undeniably daunting.
Regardless, I genuinely believe that “where 
there’s a will, there’s a way.” You may not be 
able to change your risk factors, e.g. your sex, 
family history, race, tissue composition, or 
age. You can, however, make a conscious 
effort to be aware of those risk factors you do 
exhibit, and modify your lifestyle in order to 
make this disease as preventable as possible.
For most college students, breast cancer 
(or any cancer for that matter) seems like a 
concern for the distant future. It is easy to jus­
tify disregarding the issue when papers, 
exams, parties, and holidays seem so press­
ing. The truth is the choices you make now 
will play a major role in determining your 
level of vulnerability to this disease in the 
future. By making a few small changes today, 
you can significantly lower your risk of hav­
ing to face huge life-altering circumstances 
when it really counts.
Know your family history like the back 
of your hand: You can’t change it, but hav­
ing an awareness of your level of risk (if you 
have a first degree relative who has suffered 
from breast cancer, you are at high risk) is cru­
cial. If you know what you are at risk for it is 
much easier for your doctor to give guidance.
Know your body even better: It’s awk­
ward in a college environment, to think about 
performing self-exams. I don’t care, because 
unfortunately neither does breast cancer. If 
detected early, this cancer is highly treatable. 
By taking the time to get to know what your 
healthy body feels like, any small change in 
the future will be more apparent. 
(www.acs.org Keyword: Breast Self Exam 
provides a guide to help you get started.)
Limit alcohol intake: For those of age on 
a college campus the word “limit” and “alco­
hol” don’t usually mix. However, since con­
suming alcohol heightens a woman’s risk for 
developing breast cancer, it’s advisable that 
you think before you drink. Basically, the key 
is to cut alcohol consumption to the equiva­
lent of one drink a day (12 oz. beer, 5 oz wine 
or 1.5 oz of liquor). Not drinking at all, how­
ever, is the best defense against this cancer.
Exercise: Obesity is linked to breast can­
cer because excess weight causes an overpro­
duction of estrogen. Regular exercise is 
important not only in preventing obesity, but 
in strengthening the immune system and low­
ering insulin levels to prevent breast cancer. 
Consistently maintaining a regimen of over 
five hours a week of vigorous cardio can 
lower your risk by 20 percent. I can’t think of 
a better reason to get moving!
Feed ’em the good stuff: Fruits and veg­
gies have been identified as effective defens­
es against Breast Cancer. Next time you’re at 
Ray, put as many different colors on your 
plate as possible. Also, up your consumption 
of lean protein (chicken, fish, beans) and 
healthy fats (nuts, olive oil). Its small steps 
like this that foster healthy habits that will 
become like second-nature to you.
When diminished to merely a menace 
defenseless in the face of such seemingly triv­
ial weapons as exercise, diet and knowledge, 
breast cancer seems much less intimidating. 
There is no reason to put off' making these 
small changes any longer. In this battle for 
health and hope, only you have the power to 
increase your chances of victory. In my mind, 
however, we are all fighting for the same tri­
umph: to not only evade the dreaded “Kick- 
Me”, but also to transform this puzzling dis­
ease into a thing of the past.
We found Providence so nice, 
we’re opening twice.







Pre-opening rates now available.
Visit us at 155 Westminster Street
401.278.4950 • MySportsClubs.com/Providence
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Providence Defeats No. 7/11 Connecticut
by Chris Mammen ’ll
Sports Staff
The Providence College Men’s Soccer 
snapped its losing streak on Wednesday, 
Oct. 8 at Glay Field against No. 7/No. 11 
Connecticut with a score of 1-0. The
Friars improved to 4-4-3
MEN’S overall and 2-3-1 in con-
SOCCER ference play.
Sophomore Matt Marcin 
scored his first goal of the 
season which proved to be the game win­
ner against the Huskies. This was the 
Friars first victory over Connecticut in 
over years, and the Friars’ all-time record 
against the Huskies improves to 4-28-2.
This win comes at a pivotal point in the 
season, in the thick of Big East play with 
the Friars starving for a win.
And although the tone for the Friars is 
certainly upbeat, the road thus far has not 
been free of struggles.
“We’ve had some significant injuries to 
a couple key players on defense and as a 
result we have conceded more goals than 
we would like to,” said Head Coach 
Chaka Daley. “On the offensive end it has 
been difficult and for five games we had­
n’t scored a goal. That’s not to make 
excuses, we are a team and all teams have 
injuries and we just haven’t gotten it done 
as a group.”
On Saturday, Oct. 4, the Friars traveled 
to South Orange, N.J., to face the Pirates of 
Seton Hall University, searching for their 
first victory in three weeks, and though the 
boys in black and white did manage to
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Junior Tim Ritter scored his second goal of the season on Saturday, Oct. 4, at 
Seton Hall. Ritter’s score was not enough for the win, as the Friars fell 3-2.
bring the game to overtime, they ultimate­
ly fell short, 3-2.
“The loss to Seton Hall was tough but 
fortunately our league is very good and 
because of that we still have tough games 
left to make a difference and get us into the 
Big East tournament. We have enough 
games left to realize our potential and 
make a difference but it is getting close to 
the date when we have only one or two 
more losses before that’s it for the Big East 
tournament,” said Daley.
Saturday’s game remained a scoreless 
tie until the 38th minute when Dritan Sela 
of Seton Hall was given a one-on-one 
chance with junior goalkeeper Tim 
Murray and was able to get by him and 
put the ball into the empty net and give 
the Pirates a 1-0 lead. With just 1:05 
remaining in the half forward Sam 
Petrone scored another goal to put the 
Pirates up 2-0, which was the score as 
the teams headed to the locker rooms.
In the second half the Friars came back 
to life, scoring in the 48th minute when 
senior Ryan Maduro played a long ball 
down the left side to junior Timothy Ritter 
who was able to drill it past the Seton Hall 
goalie, marking the first Friars goal since 
Sept. 13. The team managed to even the 
score in the 55th minute when Maduro got 
a rebound and put it in the back of the net.
Both teams played well the rest of the 
second half and the Friars had several solid 
scoring chances. However, neither team 
was able to capitalize and the game was 
sent into overtime, where the Pirates’ 
Brayan Martinez took advantage only three 
minutes in, scoring and sealing the deal on 
a 3-2 Seton Hall victory.
Daley remains optimistic and confident 
of his team’s ability.
“If you get in a rut in our league, which 
can easily happen, it forces you into a chal­
lenging situation,” he said. “We hope to 
grind it out for the last three weeks of the 
season and make some internal changes 
and get some players back from injuries. 
We just have to find a way and believe we 
are going to win games. We don’t have any 
easy games but our guys are up for it and 
we just have to try and be prepared.”
The Friars will look to return to their 
early season form on Saturday, Oct. 11, 
when they host Big East rival West 
Virginia at 1:00 p.m. at Glay Field.
Friars Go 2-1 in Men’s and Women’s CC Ranked
Tough Week of Play
by Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Editor
On Tuesday, Oct. 7, the 
Division I National Coaches’ 
Poll ranked the Providence 
College Field Hockey team 19 
th in the nation. 
FIELD The Friars have 
HOCKEY earned their way 
into the top-20 
each year since 
2006 and are currently one of 
five other Big East Conference 
schools in the national rankings.
Although this is certainly 
something to brag about, you 
won’t see these Friars letting it 
go to their head.
“It’s nice to be recognized in this 
way and also great for the pro­
gram,” said Head Coach Diane 
Madl. “While it is definitely a 
boost of confidence for us, we still 
try not to focus too much on it and 
just take it one game at a time.”
Providence had the opportu­
nity to prove themselves as a 
nationally ranked team this past 
week. First the Friars were able 
to knock off No. 13 Boston 
College 2-1 in overtime, fol­
lowed by a 3-0 shutout to top 
Villanova. After back-to-back 
victories, the Friars unfortu­
nately were not able to shut 
down No. 12 Princeton.
In the contest against Boston 
College, the Friars got on the board 
just 3:10 into the game to take a 1- 
0 lead. Junior defender Adrienne 
Marios was able to connect on 
Providence’s first shot attempt of 
the evening during a penalty comer. 
Boston College answered back in 
the 19th minute to tie the game 1-1.
Although Boston College held a 
5-3 advantage in shots during the 
second half, the two teams 
remained tied at the end of regula­
tion. The first overtime period, 
which lasted for an additional 15 
minutes, still resulted in a deadlock.
In the second overtime period, 
sophomore forward Ashlyn 
Hudson made the play of the game, 
giving the Friars the victory after 
91 minutes of play. Hudson was 
able to collect a loose ball off at the 
left post and fired a low shot into 
the right comer of the cage.
“I think our team definitely put 
in the extra effort and I’m proud 
of how we were able to pull 
ahead,” said Madl.
This decisive win for the Friars 
marks the second-straight victory 
for Providence over Boston 
College, after defeating the 
Eagles 3-0 a year ago.
“This was a critical win for us 
and I think it served two purposes,” 
said Madl. “It reconfirmed the fact 
that we have the ability to place 
against really good teams success­
fully and it helped prepare us for 
the high level of Big East play that 
we will continue to see.
The Friars used the spirit of 
victory to motivate them and 
kept their momentum going 
into their game against 
Villanova on Saturday, Oct. 4. 
Three different players filled 
out the scoring column for the 
Friars, while Chamberlain 
poster her fourth shut-out victo­
ry of the season with four 
saves. Juniors Nellie Poulin and 
Marois, along with sophomore 
Ashlyn Hudson all contributed to 
the Friars winning effort.
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by John Butler ’ll 
Sports Editor
The perennial success of the 
Providence College Cross 
Country Teams was affirmed on 
Friday, Oct. 3, at the Notre Dame 
Invitational as 
CROSS the men’s team 
COUNTRY took fourth place
and the women’s 
corps, took seventh.
For their success at Notre 
Dame, the Friars entered the 
national rankings this week. The 
women’s team is presently 
ranked 20th and the men’s team 
stands at 22nd.
The course at Notre Dame was 
almost uncharacteristically flat 
and allowed for fast times in the 
speedy field of elite runners.
“I am very pleased with how 
they ran,” said Friars Head Coach 
Ray Treacy. “They responded 
well, but we will see the full ben­
efits of their training at the pre­
national meet.”
Sophomore David McCarthy 
led the Friar harriers with a 12th 
place finish in 23:58. Junior 
Hayden McLaren, freshman Lee 
Carey, senior Richard Yeates, and 
freshman Dominic Channon 
rounded out the Providence scor­
ers and they all finished within 44 
seconds of McCarthy.
“It’s a solid start to the season. 
I’m pleased with David’s run, and 
the top six ran well, also. This is 
very promising for the season,” 
said Treacy.
Indeed, McCarthy and 
McLaren have improved greatly 
since last season, the result of 
many miles spent in training dur­
ing the off-season months. The 
presence of two freshmen - 
Carey and Channon - among the 
scorers is also a good sign for the 
Friars who are looking to put
COURTESY OF NICKBARAO ’ll
Sophomore David McCarthy led the friars with a 12th place fin­
ishlast week at the Notre Dame Invitational in South Bend, Ind.
forth the strongest team possible 
at the upcoming pre-national and 
national meets.
“There is still some flexibili­
ty,” Treacy said of the men’s 
running order. “We are very 
close to where we want to be, 
and the New England 
Championship will help us 
determine our order. Everyone 
will have an opportunity to make 
the team [for the pre-nationals].”
Senior Danette Doetzel contin­
ued her successful season by tak­
ing ninth in the women’s race. 
Her 5K time of 16:56 was a major 
factor in securing seventh place 
for Providence. And although 
Doetzel was very successful, 
there is still room to bring her 
times down.
“I am happy with where 
[Danette’s] training is,” said 
Treacy, “but she ran tentative 
because it was her first real race 
of the season. She needed to see 
where she was and I expect her 
to improve.”
Senior Katie DiCamillo, fresh­
man Hannah Davidson, junior 
Krystal Douglas, and junior 
Breffini Twohig scored for the 
Friars, as well.
On Saturday, Oct. 11, those 
who did not run at Notre Dame 
will compete in the New 
England Championship at 
Franklin Park in Boston. The 
NCAA Pre-National Meet will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 18, in 
Terre Haute, Ind, where 
Providence will look to compete 
at the highest level with the best 
of the best across the nation.
SPORTS
